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Justice Brothers
products provide superior
protection for all of your favorite
extreme big-boy toys! By reducing friction
and wear, keeping fuel systems clean :
and protecting engines against acid and MANUAL TI
corrosion, Justice Brothers additives will DIFFERY vauu
ensure that your toys run at peak power
and performance, providing maximum
enjoyment! Wether you ride for sport or for
recreation, don't start that engine without .
Justice Brothers protection! ! ek
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www.justicebrothers.com

© MMX Justice Brothers, Inc

« Justice Brothers Engine Tune Up
« Justice Brothers Fuel Injection System Cleaner
 Justice Brothers Gear Oil Treatment
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Publisher's Note

Racing According
to Plan

; =]
Dan Plan
| touched on the topic in the headline of thiscolumn a
bitin my March column, following my trip to the 2016
version of Speedweeks. | figured this would be
another opportunity to explain why short track racing

has been one of my favorite activities for most of my
life.

In my opinion, you simply can't top the action on a
track one-half milein length or less. One can only
imagine how popular NASCAR would still beif they
added abunch of Bristol/Martinsville/Richmond type
tracks instead of all of the 1.5 mile tracks. | know |
wouldn't fall asleep every Sunday afternoon.

The concessions at most short tracks are fairly priced
inmy mind. Believeit or not, | actualy like race track

food. | miss the roast beef sandwiches at Cedar Lake,

but the Sloppy Joes are pretty tasty. Lacrosse
Speedway doesn't offer just regular popcorn; they
have Gourmet popcorn and homemade caramel corn
at their concession stand.

What | like about
short track racing

The sights and sounds on the track and in the stands
can't be beat a short track. One of my favorite
sayingsisyou can’'t make this stuff up. Y ou can look
at the line up of arace before it starts, and try to
predict what’ s going to happen. Sometimes your
predictionsareright, but most timesonelittle bobble
causes the outcome to be entirely different than
predicted. The same goes with the fans. Listening to
the reaction of the fansis also entirely unpredictable.
What you might think isjust aracing incident might
cause atotally different reaction depending on where
you sit in the stands. I’ ve even seen a husband and
wife have totally different views of the same incident.

The drivers at a short track are generally very
approachable. Unlike the “Big Leagues’ al you have
to do iswalk up to somebody and ask them a question.
No media center requirements or fines for saying
something that’ s on your mind isagood thing.
Sometimes, it's best to leave somebody alone on a bad
night. Trying to get a quote from somebody that’s
doing thisas ahobby isn’t going to gain me a Pulitzer
prize. If somebody looks pissed, and doesn’t want to
talk, that’sfine by me.

Heck, even most track owners and officials too. I'm
pretty sure most mainstream “journalist” couldn’t call
atop NASCAR driver or BZF on a Wednesday night
to chat. On the other hand, I’ ve been lucky enough to
have a few people in the sport that are nice enough to
take my call and alwaystake the time to talk with me.

The show at a short track typically isn't too long. | say
typically, because I’ ve been to afew that had way too
many divisions and went on way too long. I’ ve always
liked when a show wraps up and your thoughts are

continued on page 5
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THE FROSTBUSTER
Sunday, April 24, 2016

LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway

a N

Racing According to Plan from page 3

“wow, | can't wait to come back next
week,” versusthinking “isthis show ever
goingtoend.”

| grew up reading the racing papers and
magazines that were available when | was
akid (Checkered Flag Racing News and
Stock Car Racing Magazine.) It seemed
that every year there was always a
columnistineither publicationthat would
mention the after race activities of
legendary driverslike Dick Trickleor
Richie Evans. | wasn't old enough to hang
out with these driversin their prime, but
the stories always left me with asmile. |
can't thank the people enough that have let
me be part of their inner circle during the
after race activities. It makes me feel like
I’mre-living the Trickle and Evans
activitiesfirst hand, and that my friend is
pretty damn cool.

KiNG OF BEERSa

gy,

| S AN ity

SPEEDWAY

With all thisin mind, I’m ready for the
season to kick off here in the upper-
Midwest early in the month of April. Make
sureto get acopy of our first print issuein
May as we celebrate the 20" year of

The Midwest Racing Connection

Matthew

Henderson
Miscellaneous news & Notes:

While I’ m on the topic of good things, the
following item was one of the best uses of
social medial’ ve seenin sometime.
During the early part of 2016, many people
were posting 10 photosin 10 dayson
Facebook. | haveto tell you, thisidea
made my newsfeed on Facebook the most
enjoyableit has ever been sincel joined
Facebook. A ton of great old photos and
stories where shared. Thisidea also
brought out many peoplethat rarely post
on Facebook to share some of their racing
history. Whoever came up with thisidea
should receive an award of some sort.

HELEN ..
S |
* GRAND NATIONAL SPORTSMEN

* THUNDERSTOX « HORNETS - OUTLAWZ
QUALIFYING: 12:45 - RACING: 2:00

LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway: N4985 Cty Rd M - West Salem, WI 54669
(Intersection of Hwy 16 & Cty M) « (608) 786-1525 < lacrossespeedway.com

47th Anniversary Oktoberfest
MIN |N October 6-7-8-9, 2016

\_ / #FESTisBEST LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway

And finally, the quote of the month goes
back to February in Florida. A promoter
(that shall rename nameless) was asked if
i’ sdifficult to address driversthat are
upset. The promoter stated; “The drivers
aren’'t the problem. It susually their wives
or crew members that start the trouble.”
There you go drivers, just another example
that the promoters are on your side.
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Going in
Circles

Charlie Spry

As | write this column, | think about the | oss of
another great short track venue in the Midwest,
Wisconsin's Columbus 151 Speedway. The track
property was recently sold to a Madison collegeto be
used for policetraining.

The track wasfirst opened in 1955. Playing host to the
ever popular Milwaukee area modified stock cars, but
joined in with the trend of pavement racing in the mid-
1960’ s, becoming a paved quarter mile track with late
model stock cars soon headlining.

The track had some good years and some bad ones all
throughout its existence. Even closing a couple of
different times, but never for very long. In 1976 the

track was briefly named “Red Bud Speedway,” which
didn’t last long, asit soon went back to being
Columbus 151 Speedway .

My first time ever there as a spectator was back in
about 1969 or 1970 as a child, then not again until the
early 1980’s. It soon became aregular attraction for
me, with thelimited late modelsheadlining. Thiswas
also where | did most of my racing, as| really enjoyed
the tight quarter-mile track. Get right up against the
wall on the straights and dive down low in the corners
were the way to turn good laps. If you dusted off the
marbles on the back straight, you were making the
most of the track. Thisis also where | won my very

first race in afour cylinder stock car. Thisis
something that you never forget.

| forged many great friendships with fellow racers
there, and as a “writer” | made many more. | can’t
think of anyone who ever refused to take the time to
chat with me in this capacity there. | will always
remember the Weishoff Racing Team giving me the
traditional can of soda every Friday night that | cruised
the pits.

The Moore family always treated me with respect and
kindness. | also brought several different friendswith
me to the track, and all had good things to say about it.

Wayne Hook operated the pit gate, and he was one of
the most personable people you could ever meet. The
perfect person for the job. Wayne also raced backup
cars at the end of the night, even as he was
approaching seventy years of age.

That was another thing unique about the track. The
backup racers raced completely in reverse. And they
were fast about it, too. Their times were not much off
the hobby stock times, which drove forwards. Don't
know if wewill ever seethiskind of thing again. | saw
where all of these cars were being sold, mostly for
parts.

The track was aready in jeopardy during the 2015
season, but one final race was run, with an outstanding
field of carsand a packed house. It istoo bad that it
comes down to atracks closing that brings out the
people in attendance.

Whenever a track closes, some racers use this as a
timeto retire or quit the sport, and that is too bad. |
remember when Lake Geneva closed, many racers
were never heard from again as far as racing at any
other tracks. Some move on to different venues, but

Going In Circles continued on page 8
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Going in Circlesfrom page 13
many, unfortunately, do not.

Dan Plan photo 1

Columbus 151 was a track where many famous
peopleraced. Many do not realize that in the 1970’s,
drivers such as Dick Trickle, Tom Reffner, Jim Back,
Mike Miller, Joe Shear, Dave Watson, and Johnny
Ziegler would race on occasion. Ziegler did it quite
often and was a pretty constant racer there. Later on
when they went to the limited lates, drivers from the
central part of the state such as Scott Wimmer, the
Weinkauf brothers, Jesse Haase, Justin Woller, and
the Switlick brothers were among those that would
make the trip down on occasion. Many also don't
realize that thisis one of the tracks where Matt
Kenseth started his career.

Columbus had some of the most seniority drivers of
any track in recent years. Jerry Eckhardt, Russ
Grossen, Butch Mierendorf and Bill Retallick al were
common sightsracing here. While | don’t want to give
away ages, let’sjust say that al wereracing in the
1960's. It was a pleasure to be able to see these guys Top photo - Big 8 Late Model Series action at Columbus 151 on Memorial Day in 2014.
race here. Bottom photo - A young Scott Wimmer with Don " Thunder” Turner.

Putch Bentley was one of our farthest travelersin
recent years, as he would make the trip down from
Iron River, Michigan a couple of times and year, and
was planning on running regularly in 2016. Putch
remembered the track and the people fondly, saying,
“That placejust felt like home, had anostalgic
atmosphere. Most welcomed | have ever been at any
track. Just afun, fun place.” | think Putch pretty much
sums up my feelings of the track and the people there.

| can’'t help but feel that much negativity about the
track ultimately hel ped with itsdemise. Social media
can sometimes have a very detrimental effect on a
track. We should al do our best to not let any more

tracksfall victim of closures or sales. Itisn't very - — ot gn it
often that new race tracks get built, so please help —— -, i - B - ?
keep the ones going that we have now. : el ‘Fm L

CEDAR VIEW
ELECTRIC, INC.

952-469-2100

New Construction - Remodel - Service Work
Pools/Hot Tubs- Basements- Additions

Residential & Commercial L akeville, MN
www.cedar viewelectric.com




THU, APRIL 7

OPEN PRACTICE
(-0PM) $30 PER GAR & ORIVER
At NA  SidniNA s S5

FRI, APR 8

59th ANNUAL SEASON
OPENER

DAY 1-LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS,
PRO STOCKS. MW MODS & UNS

TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS
Adult 157 Stdnt 87 Pits $30

SAT, APR 9

59TH ANNUAL
SEASON OPENER
DAY 2-LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS,
PRO STOGKS, MW MODS, & UMSS
TRADITIONAL SPRINT CAR

Adlt $157 Stdnt §7° Pits $30

THU, APR 14

OPEN PRACTICE
(-8PM) $30 PER CAR & ORIVER
Adult NA - Stdnt NA  Pits 85

FRI, APR 15
SEASON OPENER
MAKE UP (F Necessart)
FEATURING LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS.
PRO STOCKS, MW MODS, & UMSS
TAADITIONAL SPRINT GARS

Adult SI5 Stdnt §7  Pits $30

SAT, APR 16
COMPLETE RACE
PROGRAM

FEATURING LKTE MODELS, MODIFIEDS,
PRO STOCKS, MW MODS, & UMSS
TRADITIONAL SPRINT GARS

ARILSIS  Stnt§T  Pits $30

SAT, APR 23
COMPLETE RACE
PROGRAM

FEATURING LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS,
PR STOGKS, MW MODS, & UMSS

TRADITIONAL SPRINT GARS
Adult §15 St §7  Pits £30

THU, APR 28

OPEN PRACTICE
(B-0PM) $30 PER GAR & ORIVER
Mt NA  StdniNA s 85

SAT, APH 3[l

COI'.'IPI.ETE RACE
PROGRAM

FEATURING LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS,
PRO STOCKS, MW MODS, & UMSS
TRADITIONAL EPRINT GARS

Miult $15 St 87 Fits $30

SAT, MAY 7

SPRING SPRINT
CAR SPECIAL

FEATURINE UMSS 360 SPRINT CARS,
LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS, & PR
ST0CKS

Adult $20%  Stdnt $10° Pits $30

THU, MAY 12
OPEN PRACTICE
(6-5PM) $30 PER GAR & DAIVER
AGUNA  StanUA Pl S5
SAT, MAY 14

SCHOOL BUS SPECIAL
I MODIFIEDS, UMSS TRADITIONAL

SPRINT CARS, WORTHERN VINTAGE CARS,

AKD SCHOOL BUS RAGES!
(521 RAIN DATE)
Mdult $12% Stdnt §67 Pits $30

SAT, MAY 21
COMPLETE PROGRAM

LATE MODELS, MOUIFIEDS, PRO STOCKS,
MW MODS, & UMSS TRADITIONAL SPRINT
CARS (RAIN DATE FOR BUSES)

Mdult $15 St 87 Pits §25

SAT, MAY 28
PACK THE TRACK
NIGHT! - FREE
GRANDSTAND
ADMISSION!

FULL FROGAAM OF MODIFIEDS, PRO
STOCKS, & MW MODIFIERS

Mdult FREE  Stdm FREE Pits $30

SAT, JUNE 4

THE TRIPLE CROWN!
3,000/WIN IRR OUTLAW SPRINT CARS,
$3,000/WIN LATE MOBELS,

AND 3,000/WIN MODIFIEDS!

Adult §25° Sudnt $12° Pits $35

THU, JUNE 9

OPEN PRACTICE
(E-3PM.) $30 PER CAR & DRIVER
Miult NA - Stdnt NA - Pits $5

ALL RACES START AT 6PM
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED"

FOR MORE INFO ON THESE EVENTS, VISIT OR CALL...

www.cedarlakespeedway.com [
71 5-248-71 1 9 TOLL FREE: 866-CLS-FUN E

'SAT, JUNE 11

THE CLS
NASCAR
DASH EVENT 1 ¥
LATE MODELS, NOLFIED,PRDSTOCKS,
& MIWEST WODIFIEDS!

At §15 St ST Pis $20

18th ANNUAL
MASTERS EVENT
JUNE 16th-18th

TPM START TIME AND
COMPLETE SHOWS EACH NIGHT!

THU, JUNE 16

ERIC HERBISON
MEMORIAL

FEATURING $2.000 T0 WIN MIDWEST
HODIFIEDS & 2,000 10 Wik PRO
§T0CS!

Adult $TS(3)  Stdnt $7(3) Pits $30

FRI, JUNE 17

MASTERS DAY 1

UMP DIRTCAR SUMMER HATIONALS
TOURING LATE MODELS AND USHTS
MODIFIEDS!

At $25% St $127 Pits $35

SAT, JUNE 18
MASTERS DAY 2

UMP DIRTCAR SUMMER NATIONALS
TOURING LATE MODELS AND USMTS
MOBIFIEDS!

Adult $307  Stdnt $157 Pits §40

SAT, JUNE 25
THECLS g
NASCAR ‘St
DASH EVENT 2 "=
LATE MODELS, MODIFIEDS. PRO STOCKS,
& MIDWEST MODIFIEDS!

Adult $15  Stdat §7%  Pits $30

SAT, JULY 2
FIRECRACKER
SPECIAL! HUGE
FIREWORKS DISPLAY
MODIFIEDS, PRO STOCKS,

MW MODIFIEDS, & UMES
TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS

Adult $20%  Stdat §7  Pits $30

"cnnnsnnu

2ND ANNUAL
WORLD OF OUTLAW
SPRINT CAR
SHOWDOWN

JULY 8th & 9th

TPM START TIME AND GOMPLETE
SHOWS EACH NIGHT!

DAY 1: FRI, JULY 8
COMPLETE WORLD OF DUTLAW 410
SPRINT CAR SHOW AND A FULL PRI-
GRAM OF UMSS 360 SPRINT CARS
AND UMSS TRADITIONAL SPRINT GARS
Rdult $30°  Stdnt $16°" Pits $40

DAY 2: SAT, JULY 9
COMPLETE WORLD BF DUTLAW 410
SPRINT CA SHOW ARD A FULL PROGRAM
OF UMSS 360 SPAINT CARS AND UMSS
TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS

At $40°  Sidot $20° Pits $45

SAT, JULY 16

THE CLS
NASCAR : 2
DASH EVENT 3 ===
LATE MODELS, MORIFIEDS, PAD ﬂl]nlts
& MIDWEST MODIFIEDS!

Aot $15  Stdnt $7 Pt $30

SAT, JULY 23

THE CLS =
NASCAR i
DASH EVENT 4 555
LATE MODELS, MOBIFIEDS, PRO STOCKS,

& MIDWEST MOBIFIEDS!
Adull $15  Suint $7  Pits $30

SAT, JULY 30

EVE OF DESTRUGTION
AND T-SHIRT NIGHT!
FIRST 1,000 FANS GET A FREE CEDAR
LAKE T-SHIRT AND ITS A NIGHT OF
STUNTS AKD DESTRUGTION YOU DON'T
VAANT T0 MISS! RACING INCLUDES 1MCA
OLD TIMERS, PRO STOCKS, & UMSS
TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS!

At $120 St $67 Pz $30

29th ANNUAL
USA NATIONALS!
AUG 4th-6th

7400 START TIME EACH NIGHT

THU, AUG 4

WORLD OF OUTLAW
LATE MODELS

SBK TO WIN! ALSO RUNNING
MIOWESY HODIFIEDS.

Adult $257 Stdnt $12° Pits $35

FRI, AUG 5

NATIONALS DAY 1

WORLD OF OUTLAW LATE MODEL QUALI-
FYING, HEATS, & DASH FOR

S50K 10 WIN EVENT & COMPLETE
SHOW DF NASCAR LATE MODELS

Adult 8307 Stant §15% Pits $35

SAT, AUG 6
NATIONALS DAY 2
WORLD OF DUTLAW LATE MODEL SEMIS,
LGO & 100 LAP §50K TO WIN EVENT

& COMPLETE SHOW OF NASGAR LATE
MODELS

Adult $35%  Stant $T7 Pits $40

SAT, AUG 13

THE CLS
NASCAR ane
DASH EVENT 5 ==
LATE MODELS. MODIFIEDS, PRO STOCKS,

& MIDWEST MODIFIEDS!
Adult §15  Stdnt 87 Pits §30

SAT, AUG 20

THE CLS =
NASCAR 'l"aﬂ
DASH EVENT 6 '"==F
LATE MODELS. MODIFIEDS, PRO STOGKS,
& MIDWEST MODIFIEDS!

Adult §15  Sidnt §7 Fits $30

SAT, AUG 27

FAN APPRECIATION DAY
AND ELMER & LORAINNE
COOK MEMORIAL!

FULL RACE PROGRAM OF LATE MODELS,
MODIFIEDS, PRO STOCKS, & MIDWEST
:fswm (RIN TATE FOR CLS NASCAR
Adult §15  Stdnt §7 Pits §30

Notes: (1) Unless otherwise noted, races start at GPM. Grandstands open al SPM
Fits apen 4t 3FM (2) Students are age 11-16 and kids age 10 and under are FREE
excapt on those dates with a footnote naxt to the price. (3) Prices noted are at
the gate, day of the event, Advance discount tickels ant or reserved seats may be
available oniing for this specia! event at waw.cedariakespendway.com,
Student age for this event is considered 6-16.

SAT, SEPT 10

16th ANNUAL JERRY
RICHERT MEMORIAL
FEATURING IRA 410 DUTLAW SPRINT
CARS. UMS5 360 SPRINT CARS &
LIMES TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS!
Adult $25°  Stdnt $12 Pits $40

11th ANNUAL
LEGENDARY 100!

SEPT 14th-17th

WED, SEPT 14

OPEN PRACTICE
(6-9PML) $30 PER CAR & BRIVER
ALL CARS ARE WELCOME

Adult NA - St NA Pits $5

THU, SEPT 15

COMPLETE SHOW

FOR UMSS TRADITIONAL SPRINT CARS,
PURE STOCKS, STREET STOCKS, &
HORNETS!

Adult §157  Stdnt §T  Pits $35

FRI, SEPT 16
COMPLETE
QUALIFYING SHOW
FOR MW HODIFIEDS, PAD STOCKS,
MODIFIEDS, & LATE MODELS! TOP 12
LOGKED INTO SATURDAY'S A-MAIN
Adult $207 Stdnt S Pits $35

SAT, SEPT 17

B-MAINS

LINED UP BASED ON FRIDAYS

FINISH, LAST CHANCE RACES
A-MAINS

FOA LATE MODELS. MODIFIEDS,

PRO STOCKS & MIDWEST MODIFIEDS!
Mt $25% Sudnt $12 Pis $35

SAT, SEPT 24
10th ANNUAL
shnnuuu T0-WIN

URD!
Adult $12° Stdnt S5 Pits $25

SAT, OCT 1
UMSS ARRIVE
AND DRIVE

TEST AND TUME ($30 PER GAR)
Adult $10  Sidnt $10 itz $10

RAIN Ilﬁi FOR UM3S ARRIVE AND
DRIVE! TEST AND TUNE (530 PER CAR)
Adult $10  Stdnt 810 Pits $10

ard'y _ZMSON,

............. v} www.!lfnhmeml.cnm

ALL-AMERICAN &7
N \._“ P
—

sEaIES s
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NASCAR Insight

Shane Carlson

With NASCAR off for Easter weekend, here are five
takeaways from the season’s first five weeks.

1 Wood Brothers Racing is back full-time and
competitive with Ryan Blaney behind the wheel. Since
the charter system was implemented and Wood
Brothers Racing became a satellite operation of Team
Penske, the No. 21 Ford has been fast. In five starts,
Blaney has scored two top-5s. By working with 2013

5 Early Takeaways from
the 2016 NASCAR Season

Cup champ, Brad Keselowski, and 2015 Daytona 500
winner, Joey Logano from Team Penske, he has
developed alot, even thisearly in his career. Another
key of his development can be attributed to consistent
seat time. He is in a now-competitive Cup car, and
seat time for young drivers has away of paying
dividends.

2. Late-race dramatics have proven for an
explosive start to 2016. It all started in Daytonawith
Johnny Sauter winning after nearly wrecking, then
Chase Elliott winning the XFINITY race on Saturday
by acouplefeet, and Denny Hamlin inching out Martin
Truex Jr. for the win in the 500. Not to mention John
Hunter Nemechek’s win at Atlanta in the Truck
Series, Kevin Harvick edging Carl Edwards at
Phoenix in the Cup Seriesand Austin Dillon stealing a
win at Auto Club inthe XFINITY Series. Needless to
say, it has kept the fans on their feet, and has provided
for alot of hard racing.

3. The conversation is getting louder with Cup
driversdouble-dippinginthe XFINITY Series. Unless
you cheer for Kyle Busch, you're probably alittle fed
up with seeing the same guy go out and dominate a
series week after week. The tricky thing about this
situation isthat alot of what determines where and
which Cup drivers race, comes down to money.
Teams, drivers, and track promoters have their hands

tied together, and they all seemingly have contractsto
honor and sponsors to please. It’s the business side of
NASCAR, but maybeif all of the partiesinvolved can
get together and come up with aplan limiting the
number of appearances a Cup driver can make in the
XFINITY Series, it can be implemented a year or two
down the road.

4, The low downforce package is agood thing.
The cars are more |oose and harder to drive, which
places ahigher emphasis on the driver’s skillset.
Places like Auto Club Speedway, where the surface is
weathered and lacks grip is where the racing seemsto
be at its best. Fans want to see drivers working hard
to gofast, not acting likeit'sa Sunday drive.

5. Where is Clint Bowyer? He has shown
absolutely no speed this season. His best starting
position is 28th, and his best finishis 18th, and heisyet
tolead alap. | can't think of anyone at the Cup level
who is more desperate for awin than Bowyer isright
now. Maybe it's the new team at HScott Matorsports,
or maybe it’s the manufacturer change, but the No. 15
team has alot of work to do.

THE MIDWEST'S SHORT TRACK AUTO RACING AUTHORITY

www.theracingconnection.com
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

WEe'll do our final segment of discussion on defunct
race tracks with this being the final online edition of
MRC. Heading into the “Print’ season however, we'll
sneak some more features of this sort in columns as
we've received alot of favorable feedback on the
topic. Plusit’sbeen fun going back in timein racing.

The Central State Speedway of Colby, Wisconsin held
racing on Friday nights for many years before
Highway 29 made a path right through it. No
semblance of atrack there now although if you were
there for racing you can pick out where the pit area
was. With the closing of this track a new one nearby
in Unity, WI., was built at the Monster Hall
Campground. That track is still active today. In one of
our visits to the Colby track back in 1985 we
witnessed Dave Adams win the 25 lap Late Model
Feature event on the 1/3 mile clay oval. Adams was
followed by Mike Lang, M.J. Mc Bride, Mike Hansen,
Ray Tenetz and Bill Lindner. It was interesting and
almost uncanny that every week we attended a race

there that year and we went to most of
them, they’ d have 21 Late Models on
hand. The field would feature numerous
different drivers each race but dways a
total of 21 cars! How strange. Really
enjoyed the racing there and promoter at
the time Darrell Paasch and his wife
alwaystreated us really well.

Of course we definitely know who won
the last event ever held at the Olmsted
County Fairgrounds Speedway of
Rochester, MN as our USMS group held
the event there. Tim Donlinger was
victoriousinthe Modified main event
taking the checkered flag ahead of Mike
Sorenson, Ron Jones, Mark Noble, Kelly
Shryock and the racing mailman Tommy
Myer. The event was held on August 2™
of 1996. USM S worked with Clayton |
Dornack on the promation and he was
going to hold a Sprint car race later in the
year at the track but it never happened.
Not exactly how you want to be noted in
history as the last people to have an
event at atrack but alasting memory
exists nonetheless. Looking at thefacility
in 2016 you can certainly tell where the
track was layed out and atypical

covered grandstand for a Fairgroundsis
il in place, but no plansarein the
works to ever have auto racing at the
facility again.

Racers Raceway of Bruce, WI., was
again one of those speedways we never
witnessed action at but back in the late
‘90s we decided to stop by and check
out the site of the track. Located right
off highway 8 just outside of town, sure
enough you could definitely make out the
contour of arace track. It obviously
hadn’t operated in many years as 10 foot [aeite
tall trees were growing out of the straight
aways. Readlly interesting with thistrack
was the gigantic front stretch concrete
wall. It was still standing
init'sover 8foot tall
glory when we were there probably
because it would have cost afortune to
tear it down! We can remember Kevin
Cywinski racing and winning hereand
as many of you know Kevin went on
to a very successful career of
Midwestern short track racing
includingwinningonthevery
prestigious ASA Tour.

Winona County Speedway of St.
Charles, MN is atrack we've seen
racing at. Checking the Fairgrounds
track out in 2016 it doesn’t appear that
it would take that much to get it up and
running. Unfortunately with so many of

Grandstands and front stretch of Olmsted
County Fairgrounds Speedway in
Rochester, MN as seen in 2016

Present day Winona County Speedway in St. Charles, MN

The Big Wall at Racers Raceway, Bruce, WI in

this late 1990's photo

today’ s cookie cutter sized 3/8 mile banked oval tracks
the preference, most drivers probably wouldn’t want
to race here, asthistrack is barely a¥ mile around
and nearly completely flat. Just how | like them for
close, competitive racing. Looking back on June 27™,
1992 we see where Darrell Zweifel won the Modified
Feature event at the track. Zweifel was followed in
the main by Dan Mattick, Paul Hamernik, Lanny
Haukom and Bill Nessler.

The Hales Corners Speedway of Hales Corners, WI.,
has an over 50 year history of racing. Some of the
best times for the track were when it held Modified

continued on page 13
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Racing Observations from page 12

“The far;ous tree in the pit area of Hales
Corners Speedway as it stood in 2004

racing as its featured attraction. Car counts were large
and crowds were huge through the years. The track
held many special eventsaswell including World of
Outlaw Sprint car racing. Late Models eventually
becamethetop billed division along with the ever
popular Sportsman class. Looking back at June 28",
1986 it was Ed Kulkawinning the 25 |ap Late Model
feature over Mike Mélius, Bill Prietzel, George

Scheffler and Gordie Seegert Jr. Sportsman main
winner was Dick Protasiewicz. But of course urban
sprawl did thistrack in aswell with of all thingsa
Menards (In to racing like heisyou’ d think John
Menard could have kept the place open) store being
constructed where the track used to be. All that
remained for many years reminding that the track was
here was a huge tree which was in the pit area while
the track was open. Pit meetings were held under the
tree and of courseif it could talk what tales would be
told. Asof 2004 the tree was still standing but that’s a
long time ago and we have our doubtsit remains.

We get the quote of the column from long time racer
Mert Williams who | had the pleasure to meet here
recently at a Racer Reunion. “Hedidn’t really gain on
the straight and he didn’t really gain in the corners, but
all of asudden he was just gone!” That was Williams
description of following Dick Trickle at thethen La
Crosse Interstate Speedway, West Salem, WI. Mert
definitely did his share of winning features on dirt and
was one of the few racers that also won on asphalt,
including at the West Salem oval in the* 70s.

Here and there... Ty Majeski did it again, thistime
taking top honors here recently in a250 lap event at

the South Alabama Speedway of Opp, AL. It will be
hard for Majeski to top last season’s performance but
he's off to a great start trying. Seeing where the
Illiana Motor Speedway, Schererville, IN at last word
was not going to open in 2016. With this news we
wonder about the ARCA Midwest Tour event that
was scheduled to be held there...

And going back in time, looking back to the year 1992,
On May 9", it was Wayne Para taking the 25 lap
Feature win at the Illiana Motor Speedway,
Schererville, IN. Following Parawere Scott Fisher,
MikeWhite, Mike Martin and Robert Hixon...Looking
back to the year 1982 on July 16" it was Tom Nesbitt
winning the Late Model feature at Red Cedar
Speedway of Menomonie, WI. Neshitt was followed
by Ron Schreiner, Red Steffen, Dave Hesch and Ron
Goss.

Questions, comments, opinionsand other information
welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10" Ave N Ste
A, Onalaska, WI 54650 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com

Dale's Pictures from the Past

A coule additional photos that didn’t appear in last MRC due to space

restrictions due to space restrictions,
Marlin Walbeck #30 a prolific winner on both dirt and pavement. Here he is driving his 1965 Chevelle at
Marathon Park in 1966. (Gary Hall photo) The Tunis Speedway, Waterloo, lowa as it looked in 1998.

Like us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube, or follow us on Twitter

www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
wwww. youtube.com/theracingconnection

@MidwestRace

(1] Tube
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Racing Nuggets

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman

Remember when you were a kid, and your parents
wouldtell youto“just try it, you might likeit,” asthey
attempted to cgjole you into eating spinach, or Brussels
sprouts? If you were brave enough to put the slimy
green vegetables on your tongue, you likely spat them
out immediately thereafter, but hey—at least you tried
them, right?

There' s something to be said about venturing out of
your comfort zone to experience and see the world
beyond what you already know. Thisappliesto racing
too. Traveling outside of your “home ared’ givesyou
the chance to gauge your skill set and abilities against
othersin an entirely different realm.

Sometimes, you may cometo the realization that you
haveit pretty good in your little fishbowl and any
whining or complaining you had about it seems
unfounded after getting a taste of another fishbowl.

I’ ve seen this when traveling to other tracks even here
inthe Midwest, particularly with regard to concession
stand prices. | highly recommend doing some
traveling around for racesto get ataste (both literally
and figuratively) of other tracks. Obviously, asaracer
that can be one of the best things you can do to
appreciate what you currently have, or learn
something about yourself or your car, likeif you have
aknack for adaptability to a new track.

Success at a place you don't normally run can do
amazing thingsfor confidence over thelong haul in
your racing career. Success doesn't have to be
defined as scoring the win on the “road,” so to speak
either. Don’'t get me wrong, winning at a“new” track
would do dramatic things for adriver’s confidence
level, but even if one qualified or finished better than
anticipated—that’ sa pretty big deal, and can go miles
in helping to create afoundation that builds greater
confidence, and ultimately leads to consistent success.

Beyond the Fishbowl

That’'sabig part, in my opinion, of what atouring
series, likethe ARCA Midwest Tour delivers for
drivers. It's more cost-effective than traveling around
the ENTIRE country, and provides a solid schedule of
different tracks to challenge oneself as a driver.

Let’stalk about the Midwest for aminute. | will admit
that | am biased in favor of racers, and racing in
general, inthe Midwest. Living here obviously playsa
roleinthat, yet having traveled alot with my husband
and the race team lately; | can’'t help but notice that
thereisadistinct differencein racing style from here,
versus say, the South.

And yet, if one were to ask any “expert” on what it
takes to get a shot at moving up through the ranks of
auto racing, they will tell you that you must score wins
at some of the “crown jewels’ of racing in the South.

This puzzles me, because | lost count of the caution
flags at South Alabama Speedway during the Rattler
250, in March. It wasjust ridiculous. Driverswere
running over each other, rather than racing. | don’t
like to stereotype, but thistruly seemsto bea
recurrent theme for racing in the South. The Rattler is
just one example, because it was the most recent race.
Drivers down South are not afraid to dial someone out,
if they are unable to passthem. They’re hard-
knuckled and bold with their words. Many of them
wear those qualities like a badge.

I’m Midwest proud. Perhapsyou aretoo. Of course,
| realize that we do have some driversin our
geographical areawho also subscribe to the ruffian
mentality, but by and large, there are many more races
that finish with just acouple of cautions, unlike the
races that |’ ve attended in the south which were
downright riddled with cautionflags.

Honestly, my intent hereis not to rip on Southern
drivers. Instead, I'm seriously just flat out questioning
why that region is the perceived path to move up
through the ranks in auto racing. Becauseit's
generally winter when teams run down there, and
there’ s snow on the ground up here? (That’s alogical
one, for sure.) Because it's closer to the Charlotte,
NC area, which is home to so many NASCAR teams?
Maybe it’'s because one must survive awar zone with
many drivers maneuvering their cars, like teenage
boys having sex for thefirst time: fast, loose, and

doppy.

| would LOVE to see some of the Southern standouts
venture to the Midwest and test their skills against our
cream of the crop at such facilities like Slinger
Speedway—our ownlittleBristol-stylebullring, or
Wisconsin International Raceway, where both ends of
the track are vastly different with a very rough racing
surface, or even my own “home track” of La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway. Dick Trickle used to say that

if you could get around La Crosse Speedway, you
could get around any track.

Last year, Georgia' s Bubba Pollard was supposed to
cometo runinthe Dixieland 250 at Wisconsin
International Raceway, but he didn’t end up making
the jaunt up here. Things happen; | get it. But still—
the Midwest has quite astoried history of many of the
NASCAR greats from the south making a bid for
victory lanein our neck of thewoods: Mark Martin,
Darrell Waltrip, and Dale Earnhardt Sr., just to name a
few. And every one of those guys has gone on record
at some point during their career (even Darrell in some
of hismusingsin the booth, during a race broadcast)
about the level of competition in the Midwest.

My sources indicate that Harrison Burton, son of
former NASCAR Cup driver, Jeff Burton—is
considering competing at the Slinger Nationalsthis
July. That would make one southern driver who might
finally venture to the Midwest in thismodern era... but
we should really wait to seeif that actually comesto
fruition, asit’snot in stone at thispoint. 1’ll beamong
those applauding the loudest if he does come to
Slinger. He' s quite aracer, lots of fun to watch, plus
he's genuine off the track. And who knows? Maybe
he'll pave the way for othersin the South to make a
bidin the Midwest.

Until then, | will likely continueto lament about how |
long to see the Southern powerhouses try their talents
against the best of the best here in the Midwest. Isit
apipedream? Perhaps. | shouldn’t let it bother me.
Maybe I’ ve been watching too much of the TV series
“Street Outlaws,” where the boys on that show strut
around like peacocks claiming to be the fastest in the
country, knowing full well that they’ ve never raced
even afraction of the population of this country.

That show isyet another illusion of asupremetalent
pool, oddly enough, also located inthe South. I'm
not---- saying that drivers and race tracks in the
Midwest are better than those in the South, although a
case could be made for afew of them. I'm just
saying it seems abit short-sighted to buy into the myth
that drivers and tracks in the South are the epitome of
short track racing.

And suddenly, | sound like the jocks at work who
grumble about college teamsin the SEC or PAC 12,
who are perceived to be overrated against the likes of
the teamsin the Big 10.
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin’

Dean Reller

It won't be just another season of racing at the
Princeton Speedway in 2016, it will be aseason full of
celebrations as the ¥4 mile dirt track marks 60 years of

Princeton Speedway Set To
Celebrate 60 Years of Racing

racing action. A mild winter will allow the season to
start alittle earlier than normal asopening nightis
slated for Friday April 22", Thiswill mark the second
year of IMCA sanctioned races and the weekly lineup
will include: IMCA Modifieds, IMCA Northern Sport
Mods, IMCA Stock Cars, IMCA Sport Compacts and
Mod Fours. New thisyear, the UMSS Micro Sprints
will be running every week starting April 29"

Each month will feature different special events. The
firstis April 29" when the wingless UM SS Traditional
Sprints stop for the first of their four appearances this
year. On May 13"the Mod Fourswill hold their 60"
anniversary special. The ever popular Bike Giveaway
Night is slated for May 20", June 3" kicks off
summer in abig way with the 15" Annual Billy
Anderson Memorial featuring the UM SS Winged
Sprintsalong with the UM SS Traditional Sprintsand
the Super Stockswill be running aswell that night.
The IMCA Sport Mods will be the stars of the show
on June 10" for their 60" anniversary special. The
small, but speedy Outlaw Mini Modswill pay avisit on

Vince Corbin in action during the P-Town Showdown. The 4th-Annual P-Town Western
Showdown is scheduled to wrap up the 2016 racing season at Princeton Speedway.
(Scott Searcy/Cricket Prints photo)

June 17" and the month of June closes out with the
60" anniversary specia for the IMCA Stock Cars.

The schedule heats up even more in July as the Super
Stocks return again for their 60 anniversary special
on July 8th. The IMCA Sport Compacts get their
chance to be in the spotlight on July 22™ for their 60"
anniversary special. August starts with the Back to
School backpack giveaway on August 5. Racing
returnsthis year during the Mille Lacs County Fair on
August 12" along with Vintage Cars added to the
racing program. The UMSS Winged Sprints and
Traditional Sprintsjoin theracing ranksagain on
August 19,

Thingswind down, but definitely don’t slow downin
September. The IMCA Modifieds will have their 60"
anniversary special along with the UMSS Micro Sprint
Championship on September 2. The Davey Tabor
Sprintacular Showdown will be on September 9"
featuring the UM SSWinged and Traditional Sprints,
plusthe IMCA Sprintswill be running that night as
well. Season Championship night will beon
September 16" with the IMCA Sprint Cars also
running that night. The year comesto a close Friday
September 23 and Saturday September 24™ with the
4" Annua P-Town Western Showdown, with
complete shows both nights.

The 2016 season features alittle bit of everything and
will showcasetoday’ s racing classes, while honoring
the tradition of 60 years worth of racing history. It
definitely will be a season of celebration at the
Princeton Speedway.

SPEEDVYALK

facebook.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection

www.twitter.com/MidwestRace

wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection

V(1] Tube
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10th ANNUAL

RACERS SWAP MEET

SPONSORED BY

IMCA OLD TIMERS
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2016

GATE OPEN S8 TO 3

AT
New location

FRONT PARKING LOT
MANHEIM NORTHSTAR AUTO AUCTION

(ON HWY 101 ACROSS FROM VALLEY FAIR
1 MILE WEST OF OLD RACEWAY PARK)

4908 VALLEY INDUSTRIAL BLVD N.
SHAKOPEE, MN

THIS IS FOR RACERS AND CAR BUFFS

LATE MODEL, HOBBY, MODIFIED,VINTAGE-OVAL-ASPHALT, DIRT, DRAG, STREET

Racing Parts**Auto Parts**Tools** Accessories**Car Corral

BRING YOUR PARTS, RIMS, TIRES, COMPLETE CARS,
WHATEVER, CLEAN OUT THAT GARAGE

ADMISSION FEE $10.00 FOR SWAPPERS AND $5.00 BUYERS
KIDS UNDER 15 FREE and WIVES FREE

MORE INFO: CALL PAUL DOLPHY 763-784-0204 or JIM HEILAND 612.889.2100
OR ON THE WEB AT

WWW.IMCAOLDTIMERS.COM

EMAIL: LIBERTYSTATION@FRONTIERNET.NET
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