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Publisher's Note Two sides to every story | e o G
. . groove could have lifted. But sometimes neither driver Connection
Racmg Accor d'ng toP Ian gives an inch and we end up with wreck. That’s why May 2018
they are race car drivers and why we enjoy going to Vol.22,No. 1

Dan Plan

For our first issue of the 2018 racing season, |
anticipated having about 6 race nights under my belt
by the middle of April. Asl’mwriting thiscolumn, |
have a grand total of one short track event in my
personal tally for the month of April. With that in mind,
| had to scramble for atopic, and came up with this
one.

I’m often amazed at how two people can watch the
same situation, and interpret the situation two separate
ways. This holds especialy true when it comesto
short track racing. I’ ve even sat next to a husband and
wife at a short track where a wreck occurred, and
both thought the other driver was at fault. One spouse
would say the driver on the outside “right-reared” the
driver to cause the wreck. The other spouse would
claimthedriver ontheinsidedidn’t leave enough
room. Who' sright? They probably both areright to
some degree. The driver on the bottom could have left
moreroom to avoid an incident. Thedriver in thetop

watch them

Theitem that brought thistopic to my mind wasthe
Super Late Model race at Nashville Fairgrounds
Speedway on the first weekend in April. | wasn't
there, but social media and Race Monitor kept me
abreast of what was going on. Early in the race, there
was an incident on the track between Steve Wallace
and Mason Mingus. Everyone had their own opinion of
what happened, and most focused on placing the
blame on Wallace and the post-race altercation
between the two. I'm not convinced Steve was totally
at fault. Asthey say, it takes two to tango.

From the video clips| saw, there’ s no doubt Mingus
and Wallace got into each other multipletimes. | heard
reports of Wallace “right-reared” Mingus to cause the
wreck. The video sure looked to me like he was on the
bumper of Mingus and not hisright-rear. Could the
wreck have been avoided? Why sure it could have, but
then | wouldn’t have had anything to write about.

Miscellaneous news & notes:

This season marks the 22™ consecutive year of
printing this publication. Thefirst ten years under
publisher emeritus Rob Hahn, and now 12 years on
our own. Things have changed alot in the 22 years of
publication, but we' restill here.

A new addition to the contributors of the paper this
year will be Stan Kalwasinski. I ve been aware of
Stan’swork since purchasing my first ARTGO
program as akid back in the 1970’s. Our first issue of
the 2018 season has a couple of classic ARTGO
pictures from Capital Super Speedway (now known as
Madison International Speedway). I’ m pretty giddy to
see what Stan has in store for the rest of the season.
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'

Jason D. Searcy

Spring has been delayed but, believeit or not, racingis
quickly approaching for usin the Great White North.

The Elko Speedway 53rd season opener will be on
May 19th. The NASCAR weekly racing divisionswill
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I owa Speedway will once again host several national touring eventsin 2018

be Late Models, Thunder Cars and Power Stocks with
INEX sanctioned divisions for the Legends Cars and
Bandolero’s. ELKO as per usual will race on
Saturday nights through September, they have been a
NASCAR sanctioned track for thirty years now and
fans will see double features every race night.

The 2018 schedule will feature

Austin Theriault captured the 2017 ARCA event at Elko

nine different Eve of
Destruction nights with a great
variety of racing, entertainment
and music. Hereisalist of
some other notable event nights
to mark on your racing
calendar.

The ARCA serieswill return
for the fifth time on July 14th
with a 250-lap race televised
LIVE on MAVTV, the later
date should bolster the crowd,
plusthe other ELKO divisions
will race that night aswell.
The previous ELKO ARCA
winners were Brennan Poolein
2012, Frank Kimmel in2013,

Grant Enfinger in 2014 and Austin Theriaultin 2017.
Other notable driversinclude: Ken Schrader, Erik
Jones, Steve Arpin, Ryan Reed, Chris Buescher and
current Cup driver of the #88 Alex Bowman.

The much anticipated Tribute night will be on August
18th, the Late Models will be competing for the Dwain
Behrens memorial clock and the Thunder Carswill be
vyingfor the Scott Kingery distinctive memorial
trophy.

The Bandit Big Rig Series will make its debut at
ELKO on Aug 25th, they are also racing at Hawkeye
Downs (IA) on June 9th and La Crosse (WI) on July
28th. With three racesin this general areal believe
we will see somelocal driversconsidering racing this
series. Dirt Modified legend Mark Noble has already
committed to racing full timein the #74. Theseare
full blown Single Axle Semi-Tractorsracing on stock
tires, transmissions and enginesmaking it an
affordable series and with support from alocal
company Minimizer it seemsto be aserieson therise
not just an exhibition event.

Talkin' Racin' continued on page 5

Toll

AIRPORT SERVICE - CALL 24 HOURS
*Time Calls - Appointments

DISCOUNT TAXI

FOR TRANSPORTATION
Free 1-888-240-8294

612-723-5500

www.discounttaxiracing.com
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Talkin' Racin' continued from page 4

The Tenth annual Thunderstruck93 event to help fight

Lou Gehrig'sdisease in memory of Dan Ryanwill be | ﬁ}gﬂ/ ’ Q) |
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lowa Speedway in Newton (I1A) will have three big
weekends of racing this year starting off with the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Saturday
evening at 5:30pm and Xfinity series Sunday afternoon
at 3:30pm on June 16th and 17th. The ARCA series
will be on Saturday night July 7th at 7:30pm and Indy
Cars at 1pm on Sunday July 8th at lowa Speedway .
The NASCAR K& N series will race Friday night July
27th at 7pm and the Xfinity series returns on Saturday
at 4pm on July 28th. lowa Speedway isfan friendly
and in my opinion, it providesthe best racing on the
NASCAR circuit.

The Trans Am serieswill not be returning to Brainerd
International Raceway (MN) this year but you can see
them at Road Americain Elkhart Lake (WI) August
23rd-25th.

| know the weather has been brutal this Spring but we
can be comforted by looking forward to the enjoyment
of agreat racing schedule this summer.

The Big 8 Late Models will be the featured
division at Thunderstruck 93 in 2018.
Chris' Cruiser" Marek looksto defend the
title on his home turf

Get your copy of MRC delivered to your home.
Yearly subscriptons just $20.

The Midwest Racing Connection
P.O. Box 22111
St. Paul, MN 55122
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry

| just love the first race of the season. However, this
year it seemed like it would never get here, with
weather more fitting for the month of February than
April. 1t took until the 21st of April for meto seea
race with all of the snow we had in the Midwest in
April.

The first race for me in 2018 came at the Rockford
Speedway for their regular season opener. Lots of
new cars, new drivers, and new paint jobs were
unveiled.

Alex Papini will return full time to the late model wars
here at Rockford with a new car. “It's a Hamke
(chassis) car that | got from Tim Sargent. We didn’t
bring it home until a short time ago, and we may be a
little behind, but it’ sagood car and it isgoing to be
fast,” Said Alex. it seemslike he already hasit dialed
in pretty good, as he took the feature win on the
opening night. I’m sure hewill dial it in even more and
be even faster in the coming weeks.

D.J. Smith seemed to have a good car right out of the
box. He has a different paint color (blue) and a new
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number (81). “Maybe the changeis good,” Said D.J.
“The car seems pretty good and isworking well.” He
noted this before the racing started, then backed that
up with a heat race win and a good run in the feature
until he got involved in askirmish which set him back.
He and his crew put alot of time and effort in the
racing stuff and heis going to win some features this
season.

Hope this team can get back out at some point this
season.

Jake Gille has new white colors and channel 13
WREX sponsorship. In the past, local Rockford
television stations had always sponsored cars here,
then kind of got away from it, now many are returning
withsponsorshipdollars.

Jake Vanoskey made hard contact with the tire at the
“point’ at the pit entrance at turn three during the
feature, which caused considerable damage to his car.
Driver is OK, however, and that isthe main thing.

In the American Short Tracker division, Franc
Beldowski has purchased the championship car from
Zach Rodriguez, and looks to be the driver to besat this
season. “Fearless Franc” and teammate Melody Boyle
have late model racer Steve Rubeck as car chief, and
thisteam looks very strong.

AST racer David Russell Jr. has a neat story to tell
with a car that he is racing, which has returned to its
home. “Thisisthe car that my Uncle Don built and
raced back in 1993. The front and rear sections are
new, but the mid section isthe original car,” said
David. “It got sold and went through several owners,
and | always kind of kept track of it. Right at the end
of the season in 2017 | had a chance to get it back and
| jJumped at it. It is painted exactly like Don had it. |
have my own sponsors of course, but otherwiseitis
the same. | am doing this as a tribute to my Dad,
Grandpa, and Uncle, who got me started in this. The
car isfaster than my old car.” The car looks good out

Going In Circles continued on page 7
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Going In Circles continued from page 6 The Sportsman division looksto bewide open this years and hewill be doing his share of winning as
year. Severa rookieswill bejoiningthefield, including  well.
there and is performing well, as he won a heat race former Roadrunner top runner Richard Schinderling TheBandit classwill bejoining thefield quite often on
and finished second in the feature. Jr., who is wheeling a very sharp car. Also new are Saturday nightsthis season, in addition to racing on

Adam Cartwright, who has Wednesdays. A good field of cars from varied places
only raced afew timesprior ~ were on hand for the opener, with veteran Nick
inthisdivision, Terrance Schmidt getting thewin on opening night.

Robinson, wholikewiseonly

ran a couple of timesin the Overall, it was afun night. A great way to end this
past, and John Featherston. cabin fever and get another season underway. Did |
Cartwright looked goodin mention how much | enjoy opening night?

winning the feature on

openingnight.

The Roadrunner class could
also bewide open this
season. Veterans Arlyn
Roush and Chad L ounsbury

battled for the win on opening THE MIDWEST

ight, withRoushwinning.

Robby Robinsonuill . RACING CONNECTION
racing here this season after

racing primarily at Tomah-
- Guy Adams/HotShot Photography | Sparta the past couple of

[.M.C.A. Old Timers

Preserving the Past

PRESENTS Swap Meet
ﬁﬁmﬁmfi}ggg . _ Mﬂ,y 19, 2018
> B 1. OCATED AGAIN THIS YEAR AT
Thermo King’s west parking lot:

314 W 90th St. Bloomington, MN

THIS IS FOR RACERS AND CAR BUFFS
s U pE R ’_ A TE Mo D E l s E R ’ Es BRING chl_J P-ART, Tms, RES, COMPLETE CARS, WHATEVER, CLEAN OUT THAT GARAGE

& Racing Parts
1

RACE #1 Sunday. April 22nd ICEBREAKER100  $3.000 to win
RACE #2 Saturday, June 2nd Dick Trickle 99 $3,500 to win
RACE #3 Saturday, July 14th Dairyland 100 $4,000 to win
RACE #4 Saturday, August 4th Badgerstate 125 $4,500 to win
RACE #5 Saturday, October 20th Falloween150 $5, 000 to win

Auto Parts
Tools

Accessories

POINTS PAYOUT
1st $3,000 6th $700 Finl SN
2nd $1,500 7th $650 ; === 7 e w2 KIDS UNDER 15 and SPOUSES FREE
3rd $1,200 8th $600 P L ammees’ = GATE OPEN 870 3
4th $1,000 9th $550 |[EEEEEE = =
5th $800 10th $500

* Best 4 out of 5 races
worst finish will be thrown away www.dellsracewaypark.com

ADMISSION FEE: $10.00 FOR SWAPPERS AND $5.00 BUYERS

On the web at

www.imcaoldtimers.com
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| cebreaker at Dells Raceway Park

Dells Raceway Park kicked off their 2018 racing season with the annual |cebreaker Super Late Model special, along with the Great Northern
Sportsman Series. A large field of Super Lates were in attendance, with defending ARCA Midwest Tour Champion, and current Xfinity driver
Ty Majeski picking up the win. Dalton Zehr and Sklyar Holzhausen rounded out the podium. The GNSS main event was captured by Jason
Thoma, with Dave Trute and David Borntrager rounding out the top 3.

-

EOBBCR}
B

Upcoming Events
May 19
Swap Meet - Thermon King
Bloomington, MN
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WISSOTA Challenge Series
Returns to Gedar Lake Speedway
By Dan Plan

Cedar Lake Speedway will host its
first WISSOTA sanctioned event in
about a dozen years. No, hell hasn't
frozen over, and yes, the Cedar Lake
weekly showswill still run under the
NASCAR banner. In speaking with
Cedar Lake' s Brad Both, “ This event
isacollaborative effort by both parties
to bolster the Dirt Late Model division
in the area.”

The WISSOTA Challenge Series
event is scheduled to take place on
Saturday August 18", and will be part
of the NASCAR Dash Series. The
NASCAR Dash Series events already
feature an increased. With the addition
of aWISSOTA Challenge Series
points event, the event issureto
attract the top regional dirt Late Model
pilots. Defending WISSOTA
Challenge Serieschampion, John
Kaanta, also captured the 2017
NASCAR Dash title at Cedar Lake
Speedway and will be one of the —
drivers to watch. John Kaanta (85) and Pat Doar (11) battlefor position in 2017. Kaantawould goon topick up
championshipswiththeWISSOTA Challenge SeriesTour and theNASCAR Dash Series.

- - - 3 =
il - AL = o

Driversfrom throughout theupper-Midwest will conver geat Cedar L ake Speedway for theWISSOTA Challenge Seriesevent in
August. Four-wideaction (left photo) and top driver ssuch asJimmy Marsand James" Nitro" Gioss areexpected tobeon hand.
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Frostbuster Kick Starts 2018 Season For Panitzke

Dan Plan photo

Nick Panitzke started off his LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway Late Model title defense by picking up where he Ieft off; victory lane. Panitzke set
fast time for the day and took the lead early in the main event to pick up the win in the annual Frostbuster event. Other winners for the day
included: Chris Weber — Sportsmen, Adam Moore — Thunderstox, Clayton Hassig — Street Stox and Brandon Lamoine — Hornets.

smEDULE SEEME ‘_ \ o | .» > 4 ’”Eg "-%Po bl'vt')j’vgy

SUNDAY 6-MAY / MADISON INT'L SPEEDWAY
SATURDAY 13-MAY / STATE PARK SPEEDWAY
SATURDAY 26-MAY / JEFFERSON SPEEDWAY
SATURDAY 23-JUNE / GATEWAY MOTORSPORTS PARK
SATURDAY 30-JUNE / ROCKFORD SPEEDWAY
SATURDAY 14-JULY / GRUNDY COUNTY SPEEDWAY
TUESDAY 7-AUGUST / WISCONSIN INT'L RACEWAY
SATURDAY 18-AUGUST / GOLDEN SANDS SPEEDWAY
SATURDAY 1-SEPTEMBER / DELLS RACEWAY PARK
SAT/SUN 6-7 OCTOBER / LACROSSE SPEEDWAY

\ .' Gsac @oecs ooy ARCA>

MAY / JUNE SCHEDULE

SUNDAY 6-MAY 2PM / JOE SHEAR CLASSIC 200 PRESENTED BY SCAG POWER EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY 10-MAY 7:30PM / THURSDAY NIGHT STREET DRAGS

FRIDAY 18-MAY 7:30PM / NASCAR WHELEN ALL-AMERICAN SEASON OPENER

FRIDAY 25-MAY 7:30PM / BADGERLAND CHALLENGE SERIES / BUCK NIGHT

FRIDAY 1-JUN 7:30PM / SUPER LATE MODEL TRIPLE CROWN ROUND |

FRIDAY 8-JUN 7:30PM / KID'S NIGHT (AGES 11 AND UNDER ADMITTED FREE)

THURSDAY 14-JUN 7:30PM / THURSDAY NIGHT STREET DRAGS

FRIDAY 15-JUN 8PM / HERR'S POTATO CHIPS 200 / ARCA RACING SERIES

FRIDAY 22-JUN 7:30PM / FIRST EVER TAVERN DRINK TOKEN SCRAMBLE [AGES 21 AND OVER)
M’D WB"ounomaNG FRIDAY 29-JUN 7:30PM / BYTEC DAIRYLAND 100 WITH THE USAC SILVER CROWN
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWESTTOUR | TWITTER.COM/MIDWESTTOUR PLUS MONTGOMERY WARD BIG 8 & FIREWORKS!

LIVE PIT STOPS
FRIDAY JUNE 15

] : & |
RACING BEGINS AT 8PM ! : a/

mm/97oo

- @”""-" Hoosier S @) 1122 SUNRISE ROAD, OREGON, W 53575 / MISRACING.COM/TICKETS
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Midwest Memories

by Stan Kalwasinski

Before the 1979 racing season
began, John McKarns and his
wife, Sue, purchased the four-
year-old ARTGO Racing late
model stock car series from
Chicago businessman, Art
Frigo. Frigo and McKarns had
put together theideain 1975 of
aMidwestern late model
special events seriesin about a
one month’ stime, presenting
the very first ARTGO event at
Ilinois’ Grundy County
Speedway on September 7,
1975 with Tom Reffner
winning the Wayne Carter
Classic. Under the new
ownership of the McKarns',
the ARTGO series would see
10 eventsheldin 1979 with
Dick Trickle being named the
year's champion.

The first ARTGO event of the
1979 season was held at the
then-named Capital Super
Speedway in Oregon, Wis., on
acold, snowy Sunday — April
8. Before the afternoon’s
racing began, (from left to
right) John McKarns, Tom
Reffner, Art Frigo, Dave
Watson and Dick Trickle
posed for a photo. Reffner
was named the first ARTGO
championin 1975 with Watson
claimingthetitlein 1976,
Tricklein 1977 and Reffner
againin1978.

After the 1979 season opening
50-lap feature race on the
Wisconsinhaf-mile, race

winner Reffner poses with

McKarns with remnants of

snow still evident along the
back straightaway.
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Racing Nuggets

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman

There’ sbeen alot of gloom and doom being
perpetuated about auto racing over the course of the
last several years. For some people, it's become a bit
of asport to bash on the sport itself. Despite the vitriol
that drips from the pages of social media some days
when keyboard jockeys take aim at drivers and race
tracks, if you look to La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway—you can certainly see that the tide may
just be starting to turn.

In aday when some tracks are struggling to have 10
or 12 Late Models show up for their weekly
program—La Crosse Speedway had 29 on hand for
the Frostbuster—their season opener on Sunday, April
22", Now granted, all 29 NASCAR Late Models
may not show up every week at La Crosse, but that is
till avery healthy number—with steep competition—
for a season opener that could translate into some
excellent car counts for the long haul.

Speaking of the long haul—the reigning La Crosse
NASCAR Late Model champion & 2017 Wisconsin

Raising the Bar & a Burger at La Crosse

state champion is back making the nearly 300-mile
round-trip commute to defend that title. Nick Panitzke
makes the trek each week from Lonsdale, MN to
West Salem, WI to run because he likes the

Tom Carlson wasn't the only name from the past to
surface with a race car at La Crosse for the
Frostbuster. Kevin Nuttleman, the driver with the most
weekly racing wins (106) at La Crosse was back

competition at the track. He showed he hadn’t lost one  behind the wheel too. He was slated to run during

bit of his stride, starting the season off with fast timein
qualifying—and then backing it up with the feature
win.

Despite finishing second to Panitzke—both in the
NASCAR Late Model feature and qualifying—Steve
Carlson is poised to reclaim the crown. Obviously,
with multi plechampionshipsto hisname, includingthe
2007 NASCAR Whelen All-American National
Championship, Carlsoniscapable of winning. He's
back and focused this season with a new car and as
he continuesto dial the new machinein, he will
definitely be athreat to capture his share of checkered
flags this year—and maybe even reclaim thetitle.

Reigning Elko Speedway & 2017 Minnesota state
champion, Jacob Goede even made it to La Crosse for
the season opener and says he will also be coming
back whenever possible to compete this year. He
posted athird place finish in the Frostbuster feature—
and that was even after sustaining some damage when
he got an unwanted piece of the carnage from an on-
track incident in front of him.

Another Carlson nabbed 4" in the NASCAR Late
Model feature—Michael, son of Steve, but the father-
son duo weren’t the only Carlsonsinthefield. Tom,
older brother to Steve and uncle to
Michael was also back on track at La
Crosse for the season opener and plans
to run several moretimesin 2018. It's
been quite awhile since he' s been
behind the wheel at La Crosse—having

Oktoberfest in the NASCAR Late Model division,
piloting the car of Justin Zmyewski, but rain
bombarded the festivitiesthat night, negating the 10-
time track champ’s bid. Zmyewski offered up his car
for the La Crosse season opener to Nuttleman again.

A drivetrain failure cut hisracing short during the
feature, but according to my sources, the racing bug
has bit Nuttleman again and he may very well show up
to run more this season at La Crosse in Zmyewski’s
car—provided hiswork on thefarm allowshim
enough timeto do so.

It's hard for racers to retire. They get twitchy hands
and dilated eyes when they hear the sound of engines
roaring and their nostrils are permeated by the heady
scent of racing fuel. Sometimesit’sjust the burgers at
La Crosse Speedway that cause those symptoms, but
for true racers—horsepower is alegit addiction.

Another hot shoe from days gone by that has shown
up periodically to run at La Crosse was there for the
opener—Brent Kirchner—and he rounded out the top

Racing Nuggets continued on page 15

tasted plenty of success at the track in
the 80s and 90s. He picked up a 9" place
finishin thefeature, so there’' sdefinitely
something to build upon for hisnext run.

Kevin Nuttleman (right) returned to competition for the Frostbuster and
a trio of Carlsons at Lacrosse Fairgrounds Speedway (below)
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Racing Nuggets from
page 14

fivewith hisfeature finish.
The field was peppered with
names from the past for the
Frostbuster: Tony Bagstad,
Todd Oliver, Ken
Christianson, MikeEhde—all
regulars from back in the 90s
& early 2000s. It was almost
like athrowback of sorts at
La Crosse.

www.wehrsmachine.com

Toll Free: 1.877.460.7211
Local: 1.608.486.4343

EvenBobby Wilberg,
reigning championfrom
Madison Speedway threw his
hat into the ring at La Crosse,
and plansto show up
periodically whenever
possiblethis seasonin order
to give himself more racesto
garner more pointsin the
National standingsfor the
NASCAR Whelen All-
American Series.

Pl'odllcl:s MOTORSPORTS

MARKETING TOOLS

Multimedia (s

www.starmakermultimedia. can

Y es, the competition is quite
thick at La Crosse this

Sponsorship Packages

season—and | haven't even | == e _ g DVD Marketing Packages
delved much into the younger e == = 2 == =— : _7_-_'*'— . Star Cards * Consulling
contingent who are hungry to . = = = —— =

makegname for themsgel\);es, : T ——— - T = T Dale P Danielski
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

It was agood day here April 22nd, 2018. First and
foremost, racing action finally got underway at La
Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway, West Salem, WI .,
after three big snow storms tried to put the kabosh on
any outdoor activity for the month. With sunny skies,
tempsin the’ 60s, racing action commenced with
plenty of shiny new race cars on hand to do battle,
some with names we remember from the past and
others now making their names known in the sport.

NASCAR Late Models were the top division on the
bill and 29 of them turned out for the Frostbuster race

here at the 5/8ths mile paved oval track. It appears
this year will be arepeat of last year at least as far as
contenders go, with last season’ s track champion, the
up and coming Late Model racer, Nick Panitzke and
second in points, seasoned veteran Steve Carlson
starting out the day one and two in qualifying. Asit
turned out, that would be the finishing order in the 25-
lap main event on the day as well, as Panitzke took the
top spot on lap 5 and stayed ahead of Carlson the
balance of the race. Following the two at the finish
was Jacob Goede, Mike Carlson, Brent Kirchner and
Jerimy Wagner. A first lap skirmish between Ty
Reedy and Bobby Wilberg really shook up theline up
for the restart and several top runners suffered
damage. Panitzke and Carlson were actually forced to
take evasive action winding through the grass and
snow emerging relatively unscathed. Others weren't
so lucky as former track Champion, Brad Powell
suffered damage but returned to place 10th. Reedy,
dueto theinitial contact and eventual bout with the
wall, was definitely out with major damage. On the
restart, Cole Howland took the lead, but his race was
short lived as he scraped the wall on lap 12 putting him
out for the day. After that things went reasonably
smooth and no other major consequences on the track
occurred.

In the other featured divisions of racing, it was Chris
Weber taking the 15 lap Sportsman Feature win over
fast qualifier Steve Bachman and Tom Luethe.
Thunderstox main event action found perennial winner
and champion, Adam Moorefirst followed by Joey
Johnson and Jason Bolster. Street Stocks were also on
the card and it was Clayton Haessig taking that win
followed by Chris Larson and Matt Moore. The
Hornet Feature winner was Brandon Lemoine
followed by Nate Towner and Jake Schomers.
Actioninall thedivisionswas competitive and with

tempsjumping right into summer like highswe can
anticipate some heated battles the rest of the way!

Here and there...One of those drivers we mentioned
on hand from past racing, was Kevin Nuttleman,
competing in the NASCAR Late Model Division.
Nuttleman had a commitment to race the Justin
Zmyewski car in last Y ears Oktoberfest event, but
with that being rained out competed here today .
Nuttleman, if as heindicated has competed in his last
race as of today, did not end it al on too high of a
note. Mechanical issues forced the popular racer who
has won 106 Main events through the years at the
track out of the race on lap 19 relegating him to a22nd
place finish. Scraping thewall at some point in the
event, Nuttleman recalled, “Y ea, we got racing hard
with Tony (Bagstad) and | got alittle high.) Noting the
damage on the side of the car, Nuttleman added, “ The
number has to be taken off anyway (From #NJ4 to
Zymewsky #97) we just sped up the process!”
Always entertaining on and off the track, Nuttleman is
leaving the sport with his sense of humor
intact...Bobby Wilberg, many time champion driver
indicated he plansto race 8 or so times at Lax.
Speedway this year. “We can’t get enough shows in
at Madison (MIS, Oregon, WI.) to have a chance at
the NASCAR Wisconsin State Championship, so we
are racing here too.) Wilberg with his very successful
career in racing didn’t make many friends on Sunday
as both Ty Reedy (feature race wreck involving
Wilberg) and Adam Degenhardt (heat race contact

continued on page 17

Dale's pictures from the past

Kevin Nuttleman racing at Lax Speedway in 2009. Brad Powell #43 racing at Lax. Speedway in 2010.
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with Wilberg) both pointed the finger of fault at
Baobby...Speaking of old time veteran drivers, it wasa
battle royal for the top position in heat race number
two between the oldest Late Model driver at the track,
Don “Thunder Turner”, and the second oldest at the
track, back in racing after 18 years, Tom Carlson. The
two were side by side coming out of the 4th turn
heading toward the checkered flag when Carlson went
abit too wide allowing Turner to crossthefinish line
first by just inches! The 130 some years of life's
experiences between the two most certainly had
something to do with their running up front...Carlson
also had some othersin thefield abit nervous prior to
the start of arace as he was weaving back and forth
on the racetrack. According to Carlson, “1 was
wondering what the car was doing and when the tires
were going to comein.” Ah, yes, agreat way to set
the tone with fellow drivers heading into another race
season.

Melissa Rusch is competing in aNASCAR Late
Model this season, a car that Cam Dezelske drove last
year. She placed a respectable 19th out of the 28
feature starters in her debut.

Tony Bagstad, another one of those veteran drivers
returning to racing, plansto turn hisNASCAR Late
Model over to his son thisyear at thetrack. “I didn’t
want to throw him to the Wolves here today, so we'll

get himgoing later
on.

We see where Ty
Majeski returned
home to take the
Icebreaker 100 at
Dells Raceway Park,
Wis. Dells, WI.,
Sunday April 22nd.
FollowingMajeski
after 100 laps were
Dalton Zehr and
Skylar Holzhausen.

Hoping to check out
events coming up at
Golden Sands
Speedway, Plover,
WI., Saturday, April
28th, The“Thaw”,
and at Tomah-Sparta
Speedway, Tomah,
WI., Sunday
afternoon, April 29th.
The Tomah track is
under new promotion

Bonus picture from the past

Dick Tricklein his 1963 Ford races Dave Marcisin his 1957 Chevy in 1966.
(Bob Bergeron photo.)

with Greg Oliver at
the helm for 2018.
Oliver has scheduled a Super Late Model race at the
track for September 16th, the first such type of event
in over 20 years. Adding bang for the buck for this
show, isthefact it will be a Central Wisconsin Racing
Association “ Starsto Legends Tour” race honoring
Dick Trickle...May racing will find us at the CWRA
Starsto Legends Tour,
Albert Getzloff Memorial
event to be held at Golden
Sands Speedway May
18th. That will bethe Tour
opener for the group.
Marshfield Motor
Speedway, Marshfield,

WI., will also be having a
Stars to Legends Tour race
on May 26th...

And in the quote of the
column department; “| think
it'sfair game being ableto
race that way” Kyle Busch
describing hisbump and run
tactic at the Bristol, TN.,
Cup race here recently that

resulted in leader Kyle Larson being forced into no
mans land and Busch motoring on to the win. Really?

And in thelooking back category, back on October
7th, 2010, it was Brad Powell winning the 40-1ap
feature for La Crosse Late Models as part of the
Oktoberfest racing weekend. Following Powell were,
Steve Carlson, Brent Kirchner, Shawn Pfaff and
Kevin Nuttleman. Looking back to July 6th, 2002, it
was Kevin Nuttleman winning the 25 Lap Late Model
feature at Lax. Speedway. Following Nuttleman were
Charlie Menard, Tony Bagstad, Todd Korishand Tim
Nelson. And back on April 28th, 1990 it was Nick
Carlson winning the 25 lap NASCAR Late Model
feature at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway nosing
out Kevin Nuttleman for the win. Heat race wins went
to Johnny Spaw, Tim Nelson and Nuttleman. Terry
Miller won the Beer Stox Feature.

Questions, comments, opinionsand other information
welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10" Ave N Ste
A, Onaaska, WI 54650 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection

@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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\ : Methanol Available *
\?@ RED WING, MN

1-800-630-9666

www.wilsonoilcompany.com

( v | Complete
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AUTOMOTIVE >

Ross Johnson
612-721-1357 512-721-4210

4224 E. 411 Street randraptomoliveaning.com — 4osg 49nd Ave, So.
Minneapolis. MN 5505 ARRUDsollvelZ:@yahoocom  inneapolis, MN 53400

cing Connection Directory Page

Turtle'’s

BAR & GRILL

952-445-9668

952-461-3300

9665 265th St.

Elko, MN 55020

' - FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIR SINCE 1857
“AIAREKS
TOWING & REPAIR, INC.
office: 952.460.3182
fux: 952.460.7724

20152 Kenrick Avenue - Lakevilla, MN 55044

Repair Shop
Mon-Fr 2530

Impound Lot
Mon-Fri 7ion-530
St £ Sun 10200~

wuww MAREKSTOWINGANDREPAIR com

T
~ODbCA®
RaceFab

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts
LaGrosse, WI
www.dcaracefab.com

Sw Hillside
- Drywall

Shakopee, MN
612-812-0278

1525 N.Stoughton Rd.
Madison WI 53704
608.244.4004

Weekday Lunch specials
Breakfast
Saturday & Sunday

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube

www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection

@MidwestRace

www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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check us out. Affordableracing, famity
oriented. See our website for details.

www.mkar acing.com

Upcoming Events

May 5 *h
May 6
June2nd
June3rd
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PIRTEK fluid transfer solutions for automotive,
marine, off-road and custom applications work to

our_advantagﬁ and your budget. Get the right part
he first time. No more leaks or endless trips to the
parts store. No More Headaches!
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Proudly Serving The Construction And
Racing Communities Since 1996!

e Hoses-Adapters-Fittings

e Standard-Metric D.O.T. Certified Brake Hoses and Lines
e Power Steering °* Oil Lines

e Transmission Lines * Fuel * A/C

MPLS/ST. PAUL BURNSVILLE PLYMOUTH
(651) 641-1414 952-895-5400 (763) 475-0475

2161 University Avenue 1409 CIliff Road East 11350 Highway S5
St. Paul, MN 55114 Burnsville, MN 55337 Plymouth, MN 55441
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