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It is that time of year once again, and the start of a
new racing season is right around the corner. This
year, we’ll have the opportunity to start things off a
little early, with a trip to Speedweeks. Make sure to
check back next month for our highlights from action
at the big track in Daytona, along with many of the
short track events.  We’ll also try to post some
pictures and videos on our MRC Facebook page from
Speedweeks as well, so make sure to follow along.

I’ve been lucky enough to make a few trips to
Daytona in the past, but it’s been 10 years since my
last visit. My first visit came around 1980, as a young
teenager with my dad. Boy how I wish I had a
camera that worked at nighttime during that trip.
There were a lot of wild creations taking place with

the Late Models at that time, and all of the big stars
from the Midwest were on hand back then. The rules
are a little stricter these days, but it’s always a treat
to see cars that we don’t normally have an
opportunity to see in this part of the country, like the
DIRTcar Big Block Modifieds or the east coast
pavement Modifieds.  My son is now about the same
age I was for my first trip, so I’m hoping the
experience is something that will last a lifetime for
him, as it did for me thirty-some years ago.

Another early season event that will be here before
we know it is the return of indoor racing at the
location formerly known as the Sandbox Arena. The
ownership group of Cedar Lake Speedway has taken
over control of the facility and has several events
scheduled for the month of March. The inaugural
indoor event with Midgets and Legends a few years
ago was a great show. Some significant
improvements have been made with the ventilation for
the facility, which should make the show much more
enjoyable for all on hand. Check out Kris McMartin’s
column in this issue for more details on the upcoming
events this winter at the Cedar Lake Arena.

Also in this issue, we also have our annual book
review and an interview with Minnesota NASCAR
Late Model Rookie of the Year, Derek Lemke. I’ve
mentioned this several times before; I was never
much of a book reader. I’m not sure if reading books
on racing counts as turning into a book reader, but
I’ve built up a fairly good collection in the last several
years, and actually enjoy sitting in my recliner, having
a fire in the fireplace and reading good book in the
winter. Man I’m getting old. This year our good
friends at Coastal 181 Publishing provided the
Michael Waltrip book, In The Blink Of An Eye, and
our review of this book is also included in this issue.

Our interview with Derek was our
first time talking with the second
generation driver, and he talks about
his 2012 season and plans for 2013.

Miscellaneous news & notes:
Over the years, I’ve noticed there
seems to be some sort of correlation
between short track racing and
hockey. Locally, we’ve had both Bob
Utecht , Ted Austad and Wally
Shaver involved in short track racing,
in addition to their hockey play-by-play
work. Over the years, many short
track drivers were high-school hockey
players before becoming racers. This
winter, Midwest Modified driver,

David Swearingen, made the final cut for the annual
Red Bull Crashed Ice event in St. Paul, Minn. While
the Crashed Ice event is necessarily hockey, it’s
pretty darn close. I guess the tradition of hockey and
racing continues.

Big Block Modified action from our
last trip to Volusia in 2003

(Dan Plan photo)
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'

Jason Searcy

In June of 2010, after a bad wreck at Hawkeye
Downs, it was suggested to Jonathan Eilen that he
might want to consider giving up racing cars and do
something different, like basketball.  A perfectly
reasonable thought considering he was lying in a
hospital bed with a broken L3 vertebra in his lower
back and four broken ribs.

Eilen did not give up on his chosen sport, as a matter
of fact, that suggestion made him more determined
than ever to push forward, do the physical therapy
and come back better than ever.

Jonathan Eilen from Hampton (MN) has been named
the Speed Talk on 1360 2012 Minnesota Asphalt
driver of the year.  He is the first MN driver to win
the ASA Midwest tour Championship since Dan
Fredrickson won in 2008.  Eilen scored a win and
seven “top 5” finishes during the 12 race Super Late
Model touring schedule. 

In June of 2012, two years after his big wreck, Eilen
felt like things were falling in place for him, “After
having a good run and finishing fourth at the
Milwaukee Mile, it kind of opened my eyes that this
might be our year” said Eilen.  The roll continued at
Marshfield, Jonathan swapped the lead with Travis
Sauter and Skyler Holzhausen the entire race until
Skyler had problems just 18 laps before the checkered
flag fell, giving the lead back to Eilen who then scored
the win.  “In past years it seemed like things would go
bad or we would have a parts failure,” said Eilen “but
this year it didn’t happen, it was like we had someone
watching over us,” Jonathan’s brother and crew
member Jake passed away in a automobile accident
in 2008.
2012 was the first year working with crew chief Chad
Wood, “It seemed to click this year with Chad, right
away from Madison all the way through
Oktoberfest,” said Eilen who won the ASA Midwest

tour championship by 17
points over Nathan Haseleu.

Eilen then had the
opportunity to test drive an
ARCA car down in Daytona
in December, “It was really
cool, something to check off
the bucket list,” says Eilen
“the first couple laps were
nerve-wracking, holding it
wide open and not knowing
if it was going to stick, but
after a while it felt like
driving down the interstate.”

The Midwest tour is now
sanctioned by ARCA and
Eilen plans on attempting to defend his title with a
little different focus, “in 2012 we played it
conservative at quite a few races,” said Eilen “this
year I’d like to come to the track and go for wins.”

The first ARCA Midwest tour race of the 2013
season will be Saturday April 20th in Toledo Ohio,

Eilen named 2012 Minnesota

 Asphalt driver of the year

also the exact due date for his baby after getting
married last summer. 

2012 was a dream season for Jonathan Eilen and his
race team, a season that would’ve never happened if
he had taken the perfectly reasonable suggestion two
years prior, “I’m glad I didn’t walk away from it,”
said a racer who has little time for basketball.

Previous winners of the MN Asphalt
driver of the year:

2004 Dan Fredrickson
2009 Adam Royle
2010 Brent Kane
2011 Chad Walen

Speed Talk on 1360 is a Motorsports radio show that
can be hear Saturdays 10-11am April through
September on KRWC 1360am radio in Buffalo MN

Eilen named 2012 Minnesota

 Asphalt driver of the year

Doug Hornickel photo

Doug Hornickel photo

Bruce Nuttleman photo
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Going in
Circles

continued on page 8

Charlie Spry
Awhile back I was thinking (sometimes I do this)
about how many racers have come and gone
throughout the years on the local scene. If I had to
count how many people I have seen become involved
in the sport, only to last a year or two or perhaps five,
then just be gone I could fill page after page. It makes
me wonder the reasons why someone chooses to stop
racing, as we all know it is a very addictive sport.

For sure, some become disgruntled with the cost of
racing vs. money earned. Hopefully, most don’t get
involved with the expectations of making money on a
local level. Some do have illusions of success and the
possibility of “getting noticed” by someone who can
help advance their careers to the next level and
beyond. Sometimes these dreams do become reality,
but not all that often.

Many have told me that they are done racing when it
isn’t fun anymore, and truth be told, there is no sense
doing something that you don’t enjoy, especially
during your leisure hours. Why does it become a job
and not fun anymore for some? I think for many it is
the simple fact that more and more racers find
themselves without much help. In the 1970’s and
earlier, the vast majority of young males had an
interest in working on cars. We are losing this aspect,
as cars become much more tech-savvy. To be sure,
the import market has become huge, but you don’t

see too many young people working on their Chevy’s,
Fords or Mopars anymore. Traditional American
makes such as AMC, Pontiac, Oldsmobile and
Plymouth no longer exist. That is too bad. This takes
a whole generation of possible crew members out of
the rotation. And most drivers also started as crew
members for another team before doing their own
racing. Many young people of either gender have no
interest in improving the performance of a car,
because it is so hard to do.

The costs of the sport are very hard to keep in check,
and the racers are part to blame for this. It seems that
everyone from stock four cylinder classes, on up to
super lates want more and more expensive changes
allowed to their cars. Some say that the advent of the
manufactured racing chassis has contributed to this.
Hugh Deery set the scene on its ear when he dropped
supers back in 1974 in favor of the “Rockford Rules”
late models. Dick Tucker did the same at Jefferson
Speedway in 1976. Many others followed. This

worked well for awhile, but soon, what had become
the limited late model was not so limited anymore.
Sure, it is easy to get a ready to race late model or
limited late model now; just open the book, call in your
order, and open your checkbook. You’re good to go!
We’ve lost the old guard racer who could build his
own chassis, build his own parts, fabricate what was
needed, build his own motor, etc. that is part of the
problem. Sure, there are a few such as Russ Grossen,
Jerry Eckhardt, and Butch Mierendorf who still race
and do so by making some of their own stuff.
Eckhardt still races three times a week. Even the
lower divisions are requiring more and more specific
racing parts. The ’57 Chevy Hobby Stock is gone.

I had a veteran racer give me some advice when I
started racing ten years ago, that being “don’t
overspend on this stuff or get caught up so much that
you have to owe money on it.” Best advice I have

Veteran racer Jerry Eckhardt has been racing for a number of years, and still
raced as often as three times per week during the 2012 season.

Bruce Nuttleman photo
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continued from page 7

ever gotten! I never had to mortgage my house or
take the grocery money to pay for anything to do with
racing, and I am proud of that. People can and DO
lose their houses and personal belongings by getting
caught up in the sport so much that they put
everything into it, all for naught.

I think many racers get disgruntled with the sport
after a few years because they find out it is much
more work than they expected, not to mention money
and time. The family may be growing, children
growing up without proper time spent with them, and
you’ve been buried in the garage letting it all pass you
by. If you don’t have 100% family support, it will be
very hard.

Some feel that they would like to move up to the next
level, can’t afford it, so they quit. Many don’t want to
step down a division or two, but there is nothing
wrong with that. You should race what you can
afford.

Some racers keep at it for years without much
success, always plugging away. I respect this driver
very much. It isn’t easy racing with older equipment
or possibly less talent than everyone else has, finishing
back in the pack or last. Most in this situation will tell
you they do it for the camaraderie. We need
everyone out there, even the last place driver.
Comments such as “He should get out of it,” Or “He
doesn’t belong out there” should not be uttered. If the
driver is holding a groove and staying out of the way
of the faster cars, don’t give him any hassles. When
this driver hears so many negative comments, he will
eventually say, “Enough is enough!” This should not
happen.

Bottom line, if I counted all of the drivers who have
quit the sport for various reasons, it would be
absolutely unbelievable. For sure, some just feel that
they have reached an age when they should quit, but
most quit before they ever reach that point. Let’s
make sure everyone is appreciated out there, as there
is no easy solution to keep people involved, and if we
don’t, racing will suffer greatly.

651-346-1199

Coming in the next issue of
MRC; 2013 Speedweeks
highlights from Daytona

International Speedway, The
World Series of Asphalt Stock

Car Racing at New Smyrna
Speedway and the UNOH

DIRTcar Nationals at Volusia
County Speedway

available in March

"TIRES DESIGNED FOR CHAMPIONS"
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Bob Snyder
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Kris McMartin

Dirty Talkin'Dirty Talkin'Dirty Talkin'Dirty Talkin'Dirty Talkin'

If you are a dirt track enthusiast, and miss it during
the off season winter months, then you may be in
luck. Cedar Lake Speedway purchased the indoor
motor sports complex formerly known as The
Sandbox Arena early this off season. The complex
was renamed Cedar Lake Arena, and opened with
motocross racing just a little bit after Christmas. This
arena will allow race fans to see an ample amount of
dirt track racing, even when there is snow on the
ground.

After many upgrades to the arena including spectator
bleachers, and a state of the art ventilation system,
Cedar Lake Arena will create an oval dirt track for
several early season shows, as well as regularly
planned indoor racing Saturday afternoons prior to the
outdoor track nightly show.

There is currently motocross racing thru mid
February, and plans to host an indoor tractor and
truck pull, before creating the dirt oval to kick off the
big racing events prior to the regular season opener of
Cedar Lake Speedway.

On tap for the oval dirt track fan in early
March is the Winter Midget Madness
show, which will feature the Badger
Midget racing series. Midget cars are
very small race cars with a high power to
weight ratio. Typically these cars have
300 to 400 horsepower and weight about
1000 pounds.  There are many Indy car
and NASCAR greats that used Midget
racing as an intermediate stepping stone
on their way to their current divisions.

Also in March, there is a Winter
Sprint Showdown planned
featuring Micro Sprints. These
cars, also known as mini sprints, are a type of
open-wheel racing vehicle that resembles the
shape of a full size sprint car. They have top
wings, similar to a normal sprinter, and are
typically powered with motorcycle engines,
which produce up to 120 horsepower and can
reach speeds over 100mph on a longer track.

Cedar Lake Arena will also host indoor car
racing every Saturday during the regular
Cedar Lake Speedway season.  The season
opener in April will include Slingshots, Mini

Getting Dirty in the Winter Months

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube

www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection

Mod’s and 600cc Mod’s as well as some yet to be
determined classes.

The shows that are planned should be a fun way to
see some dirt track action, before the weather warms
up, and allows us to get out to the track for the
regular outdoor season!  Check out the packed
schedule at www.cedarlakespeedway.com and get
out to the races.

Martin DeFries  photo

Martin DeFries  photo

Martin DeFries  photo
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Dale P. Danielski
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continued on page 12

Looking Back at 1981

Once again in our series of articles here in the off-
season, we look back at racing from a bygone era.
This time around we are looking at the 1981 racing
season in the Upper Midwest.

We have noted that specially fabricated chassis were
becoming a major part of the landscape during this
time period, as the bulk of drivers were going this
route over junkyard, or homebuilt racing machines.
The same thing was happening with engine
construction, as numerous companies were building
engines for drivers, promising more horsepower and
longevity with minimal maintenance. Of course
accomplishing this came at a cost, with these engines
ranging in the $10,000-$20,000 range.

Ray Baker of Baker Engineering was one builder
who established a very impressive list of clients with

the so called “High Buck” engines. Mark Martin was
one of his earliest customers, and the young Arkansas
racer proved to be very fast with his Dillon Chassis
and Baker Engines. Looking at the Baker list of
winners in 1980 is indeed impressive. Besides Martin,
Bob Senneker, Mike Eddy, Butch Miller, Don
Gregory, Junior Hanley, Terry Senneker and Ray
Young all won with those engines under their hoods.
That’s some who’s who of racing. In an ad Baker ran
boasting of his product, Hanley was listed as having
won 49 of the 65 races he started. Florida racer
Dickie Anderson won 44 races including 17 in a row.
Martin had the fastest qualifying time in 24 of 30
races he competed in including setting 16 new track
records. To all that I say WOW.

Of course Prototype Engineering was
another company that produced a
“Higher End” engine and they were
fortunate in having none other than
Dick Trickle utilizing their power
plants, which of course the majority of
the time produced the winning
combination. Mark Martin even raced
a Prototype during the 1981 season
and continued his top performance on
the short tracks. Larry Detjens was
racing his new Dennis Frings Chassis
with the highly rated Draime Engine
power and appeared to have the early
season hot set up. Kirn Racing
Engines and Hutter were a couple
more builders that got into the short
track market with the more expensive
engines. They could all brag of much

success with their respective drivers, but was it worth
spending the money when you consider that the
weekly shows held in the region were paying $250-
$500 to win? Local racing groups such as CWRA
were trying to cut costs for these types of shows
having gone with a limited 9-1 Compression engine
rule but many drivers wanted the best of both Worlds,
as in being able to race the same equipment at all
shows as they’d been able to do for so many years.
Doing this caught Larry Detjens one night by surprise,
as after a win in May at the CWRA sanctioned
Capital Super Speedway, Oregon, WI. his engine was
claimed. According to the rules, fellow competitors
could claim engines of others in Feature races that
were CWRA sanctioned. Richie Bickle Jr., claimed
Detjens’ engine for the $3,500 claim price.  Detjens
kept his win by accepting the claim. The victory for
Detjens paid more than what a normal night’s racing
would have, but I guarantee his engine was worth
more than the $3,500 Bickle Jr., bought it for. Carl
Wegner was another engine builder that could
produce the more expensive version engine but was
also a huge advocate of saving the racers money as
well. It certainly made for interesting conversation to
see who was running what and where during the 1981
season, and it seemed to signal the beginning of the
end for the home built chassis and engine guys. It was
just becoming really tough to go the home built route
and stay on the track when you could head to the
store and but what you needed. Marv Marzofka was
one of the few that continued to field all his own
equipment and did continue his winning ways.

The Larry Detjens look; sadly in his last year of racing.

#66 Rusty Wallace was still earning his racing stripes
short tracking in 1981
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Heading into the 1981 season this scribe was
fortunate to start out his season down in Sunny
Florida catching action at numerous short tracks as
well as the big one, Daytona International
Speedway. When not watching racing somewhere
we could be found entertaining sea gulls and
Pelicans on the beach along with some long nights
and mornings making sure the watering holes
stayed in business. All in all you couldn’t ask for a
better way to shorten the long, cold Midwestern
winter.

Of particular interest while in the Sunshine State
was viewing the three night show at the
Winterhaven Speedway of Auburndale, FL. The
very racy ¼ mile paved track with John Boswell
serving as promoter offered $3,000 to win 100 lap
features each night. Even more interesting was the
fact these shows brought a great mix of both dirt
and pavement stars. Dirt star Ronnie Johnson
captured the final 100 lapper and was crowned the
overall champion while paved track Florida hero
Leroy Porter won two features taking home over
$6,000 in the process. Charlie Swartz, another dirt
phe-nom had fastest time one of the nights, which
certainly wouldn’t have been predicted going into
the event. A couple drivers I had always wanted to
see compete, and each a winner of hundreds of
races in their respective regions, the North East
and South East U.S., Red Farmer and Buzzie
Reutimann were on hand. What a treat it was to
see them race and they weren’t alone as more star
power to include Billy Gill, David Pletcher, Jim
Cope, Butch Yoakum, Dave Dunkin, Bobby
Tinkham, Dick Anderson, Jim Cope, were all also
in attendance.

Other track visits while in the sunny south included
the East Bay Raceway of Gibsonton, FL.
Pennsylvania star Kenny Brightbill won two
Features of the Fourth Annual Southern Late
Model Nationals while Charlie Swartz showing his
versatility took the finale and the overall series
crown. Again drivers in attendance I’d never seen
compete included Bob Wearing, Will Cagle, Freddy
Smith, Tom Helfrich, Ray Godsey, Ed Sanger,
Larry Moore, John Mason, and Ken Walton. How
many Feature wins do you think that group of
drivers combined had when all was said and done?

Desoto Memorial Speedway of Bradenton, FL was
another stop I was able to make on the trip and in the
programs 100 lap Feature it was Dick Anderson taking
the win over Leroy Porter. Dick Trickle hanging around
after competing in the Annual World
Series of Asphalt Stock Car Racing at
New Smyrna Beach Speedway placed
3rd in that race. Speaking of New
Smyrna, it was Junior Hanley taking the
World Series Crown there. Winners
during the series included; Mike Eddy,
Joe Shear, Gary Balough, Hanley and
Trickle.

With Speedweeks ending, and the
racing fever high, it wasn’t long and the
Midwestern season was set to begin.
Some racers were getting a head start
on things however as Dick Trickle
stayed in Florida an extra week or so
and was able to win at New Smyrna
Speedway. Larry Detjens struggled
during Speedweeks short track racing
but quickly corrected things by taking
two huge wins in March in California.
Joe Shear’s racing and winning in Florida helped get him
off to a good start when back North in 1981 as he
captured the ARTGO Spring Classic at Rockford, IL.,
Speedway.

With racing getting into high gear one huge noted change
in our neck of the woods found the Golden Sands
Speedway of Plover, WI., eliminating the top division,
Late Models for 1981. The top division to start out the
year was known as Late Model Sportsmen, and Gary
Kawleski took the 25 lap Feature win there April 19th in
a Pontiac Firebird. Preferring to see our known stars
racing at the home track we decided to find other
venues on the days Plover was holding their events. It
didn’t stop us from hitting an insanely number of events
elsewhere as you could still catch shows 4-5 nights a
week at the very minimum.

Speaking of traveling, Jim Weber a Minnesota native
was now doing most of his racing in Wisconsin at
various tracks. On a not so memorable occasion Weber

won the Feature at the Lake Geneva
Raceway, Lake Geneva, WI., only to
find he had been disqualified due to his
car not meeting the minimum 1200 Lb.
right side weight requirement. Conrad
Morgan was awarded that win after the
DQ.

Although Larry Detjens was far and
away the hottest driver racing, (He won
6 Feature races in a week’s time in
early June) others were having
successful campaigns as well. John
Ziegler in the CharlieYelk prepared
machine took several wins in May at
the Slinger Super Speedway, Slinger,
WI., and also at Capital Super
Speedway. Up and coming driver Kevin

Stepan was finding  Feature winning success at
Wausau’s State Park Speedway. Jim Sauter was still
racing the short tracks and running well at Wisconsin
International Raceway, Kaukauna, WI, taking the first
seven main events held there as well as winning in
ARTGO competition. Steve Carlson was moving up
the racing ladder taking a “Special event” win at

Golden Sands Speedway in the Late Model
Sportsman Division. Although car counts were good
at Golden Sands the fan following was down and the
Late Model Division returned to the ultra-fast 3/10
mile paved oval. Mike Miller promptly won the
Feature in their return.

In a bizarre and very unfortunate twist, Late Model
competitor Steve Burgess had his race shop in Eau
Claire, WI., broken into and nearly everything in it
stolen. The loss was estimated at $110,000 and
Burgess said he had no insurance. Even more
distressing was finding everything destroyed in Texas
after the thief had set the rig and car ablaze.

We haven’t mentioned Dick Trickle a whole lot here
but he was hard at it racing three cars at various
tracks and Series. To keep track of all his equipment

continued on page 13

continued from page 11

Dirt track star, #00 Buzzie Reutimann,
racing in Florida in 1981

#92 Dick Anderson during 1981 version of Speedweeks

Mr. attention getter, #112 Gary
“Hotshoe” Balough
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Trickle had names for all his cars as well. Being a big
fan of the old Gunsmoke TV series, they were named
Matt, Festus and Miss Kitty who of course were all
part of the cast on the popular show. The cars were
all definitely competitive too, as Trickle had
accumulated 20 wins by the first of July. Larry
Detjens meanwhile was up to 22 Feature wins but
then on August 1st the unmentionable happened. In a
wreck after contact with Alan Kulwicki in the 1st of
two 50 lap races of the ARTGO event at Wisconsin
International Raceway, Detjens car slid passenger
side into the exposed inside guard rail piercing the
vehicle and striking Larry which resulted in terminal
internal injuries. Gone in a blink of an eye was one of
the most popular and talented drivers race fans in the
Midwest had seen. Sadder yet is the fact that Larry
was set to make an all out assault on NASCAR Cup
Racing the following season, something few from this
part of the Country had been successful at. With his
prowess in the long races no one doubts he would
have made it in the big time, but that of course would
never be determined.

With the ’81 season winding down it was time for the
Annual trek to Falcon Heights, Minnesota for the
always very prestigious State Fair racing. Mike Miller
who was having a so-so season racing made the
campaign worthwhile by capturing the biggest win of
his career, the 300 lap Feature finale on the
immaculate ½ mile paved oval. Other season ending
special event winners were Junior Hanley in the
Rockford Short Track Championships and at the
Oktoberfest Racing Weekend at La Crosse Interstate

Speedway, West Salem, WI and Dick Trickle in the
Larry Detjens Memorial race at
State Park Speedway, the ARTGO
Summer Nationals at Capital Super
Speedway and the Budweiser
Invitational at Wisconsin
International Raceway. Jim Sauter
took the ARTGO season crown and
ended up with 20 or so victories on
the year.

And so, that’s how 1981 in a nutshell
went racing wise in our area. Our
personal chasing of events took us to
81 race programs at 30 or so
different tracks. Remember that
word insane we used earlier?

Notes from 1981…The racetrack
formed out of a gravel pit, today
known as Marshfield Motor

Speedway was still a dirt track in 1981 and known as
Yellow River Speedway. 16 year old Kevin Cywinski
who would go on to a fair amount of pavement racing
success was a regular winner at the ½ mile dirt oval
during the season in the Street Stock Division…The
Tomah-Sparta, Wisconsin Speedway which was a
part of the racing circuit in the 1960s but had been
shuttered for many years reopened in 1981 and was
renamed Wild Bills Track and Trailer. The track
remained open for some time before again closing. Lo
and behold it has now once again re-opened once and
is called Tomah Veterans Raceway…The ARTGO
Series visited Elko Minnesota Speedway for the first
time ever and it was Jim Sauter leading a large
Wisconsin contingent of racers to the checkered flag
in the 100 lap Feature. In weekly action at the track it
was the Murgics, Mike and Steve winning on a
regular basis…

Here and there…Big news here of late is the merging
of ARCA and the former ASA Midwest Tour to form
a new branch of race sanctioning here in the
Midwest. And with that, the release of the 2013
schedule for the ARCA Midwest Tour. Of note to
folks in this area is Veterans Raceway Park of
Tomah, WI., appearing on the schedule. That tight 3/8
mile and reasonably flat oval track is definitely going
to produce a big challenge for all the Tour guys to try
and conquer. Most of the traditional events are once
again on the schedule plus Dells Raceway Park, Wis.
Dells, WI., is back on the slate along with a co-
sanctioned event with the ARCA/CRA Series at
Toledo Speedway, Toledo, OH., on April 19th and

continued from page 12 20th. Co-Sanctioning will also take place between
ARCA MT and ARCA CRA at Madison
International Speedway, Oregon, WI., August 10th

and 11th…

And taking an even look further in the past, it
was Jesse Meachem taking the 30 lap Feature win at
State Park Speedway, Wausau, WI., on May 7th

1961. The track had been paved for the ’61 season
after serving for a number of years as a dirt oval and
this was the first event of the year there. Meachem
who was racing a 1950 Oldsmobile was followed by
Ed Baranoski in a 1956 Ford and Ken Pancratz also
in a ’56 Model Ford. They were the only three to
finish the race. Heat race winners were Jerry Volm,
and Augie Winkleman, while Winkleman also won the
Trophy Dash….Stratford Speedway, Stratford, WI.,
was another track that was paved for the 1961 racing
season and held events on a regular basis. On
Wednesday, August 23, it was Marlin Walbeck
winning the  Feature event over Leroy Binder, Ken
Pancratz and Allen Schjoneman. The Semi-Feature
went to Woody Schmutzler over Bill Worth and Art
Halverson. The Consolation was won by Dick
Shefchik with Tiny Coyer and Ron Graveen
following. Heat race wins went to Schmutzler, Ken
Schaefer and Bob Messer. Fast time honors went to
Jerry Wagner at 18.8 seconds around the 1/3 mile
oval.

  News, notes and comments welcome to Dale P.
Danielski at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th Ave N
Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650, at 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com ,
www.starmakermultimedia.com

Follow us on Facebook and YouTube

www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection

#19 Kenny Brightbill shown in Florida during
the 1981 racing season
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Derek Lemke made the most of his first full
year in Late Model competition, by capturing
the Rookie of the Year title at Elko Speedway
on his way to earning the NASCAR
Minnesota Rookie of the year award. Lemke
also finished 11th overall in the state for the
NASCAR Whelen All American Series.
Derek also ran a full season with the Great
North Legends group, and finished second in
the point standings at Elko. The Midwest
Racing Connection recently caught up to
Lemke in between classes at North Dakota
State University.

What are you majoring in at NDSU?
I’m looking to go into exercise science for my
major.

What was it like to go to the NASCAR
awards banquet in Charlotte?
That was definitely a great experience. It was
a once in a lifetime opportunity for me. I was
really honored to go down there.

Did you visit any of the Cup shops while
you were in town?
Yeah, we went down to the Hendrick and
Richard Childress shops.

Obviously your dad (Jon Lemke) has had
a successful career in oval track racing,
how did you get your start?
I started out in the quarter midgets. I’ve
always gone to the race track with my mom
and my grandpa to watch my dad. I always
wanted to move up to the big track at Elko
Speedway.

How much help do you get from your dad
on race weekends?
He’s been able to help me tremendously,
especially with all of his experience and
racing friends. I can go up to him for advice,
or I can go over to one of his good buddy’s,
Jason Schneider, and ask him for advice. We
also have a pretty good team going at Izzy/
Saide Motorsports, so I can always go ask
Darren (Wolke)for advice too. They all have
years of experience.

What is the biggest adjustment you have to
make when switching between the Legend
car and the Late Model?
I would have to say, I’m not sure if it’s an
adjustment. It’s more of getting used to the
horsepower difference coming off the
corners. I would say I’m more in a relaxed

atmosphere right now in the Legend
car. In the Late Model, I feel like I’m
racing against the big boys in the big
toys. I’m definitely more relaxed and
calm when driving the Legend car.
The Legend car is still a handful. My
dad told me when I first started racing
the Legend car, they would be a
handful. They are very “twitchy”. A
lot of kids coming up from the quarter
midgets can relate to the Legend car.
They are both twitchy, and it’s all
about being as smooth as possible and
keeping your speed up in the corners.

What are your plans for the 2013
season?
The plan right now, for me, is to run as
much as I can in the Legend car, and
then do another full-time season in the
Late Models.

Minnesota NASCAR Late Model Rookie of the Year
Derek Lemke

Photos: Above, Derek and
Michael Osdtiek battle in
Late Model competition at

Elko Speedway. Middle,
Derek in Great North

Legend Action. Bottom, The
Lemke family on the big

stage in Charlotte.

Martin DeFries photo

Martin DeFries photo

Lemke Family photo
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The past several years, around this time of year, we
typically find some time to sit down with a good
book and do some reading. More often than not, we
pick a book offered by our friends at Coastal 181
Publishing (www.coastal181.com).

Our book for this year was somewhat different than
other books. As race fans, we all remember the day
we lost Dale Earnhardt. This event overshadowed
Mikey Waltrip’s win in the Daytona 500, breaking
his 0-463 losing streak in Cup racing. Michael didn’t
talk much about his first win due to the
circumstances at the time, but provides a lot of the
detail in his book, In The Blink of an Eye.

Some of the detail Michael provides reminds us that
although some drivers appear to have been given all
of the breaks in the world, they might have had
things a lot tougher than we all thought. Despite only
having a couple of Cup wins in 700+ starts, Mikey
was quite successful making his way up through the
ranks. He also had a brother help him get started,
but it wasn’t Ole DW.

In The Blink An Eye
Book Review

While Michael wouldn’t have any idea who I am, I do
remember meeting him in person at the Stoughton
bowling alley in the early 1990’s. This was right
around the time Wayne Erickson owned both Slinger
and Madison, and held part of The Nationals at
Madison on a Tuesday night. This was the year
Davey Allison had crashed his helicopter in Talladega,
and we all started hearing the news later that night. I
was able to see firsthand how concerned Mikey was
20-some years ago, and can only imagine how Dale’s
passing affected him. This book does a great job of
describing the emotions Michael went through getting
his first-ever points, paying Cup win in the biggest
race of the year, and losing one of his friends at the
very same time.

 If you’ve seen the “Goofy Mike” on TV, he also
shows this side of himself in the book, as his mind
wonders off momentarily throughout the entire course
of the book. Reading the book, is almost like having
Michael there talking to you. Definitely another
recommended read.

Mikey during the Miller Nationals press
conference in 1993
(Dan Plan photo)

Mikey during the Miller Nationals press
conference in 1993
(Dan Plan photo)
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1-800-345-4545 /

Billet aluminum housing with special vane material for 
improved seal & wear. ‘Enhanced’ design pulls 13.9% more 
vacuum. 
710-22640 ... 3-Vane Pump, Wet Sump System .... $436.99
710-22641 ... 4-Vane Pump, Dry Sump System .... $472.99
710-22642 ... 4-Vane Enhanced Design, Wet or Dry Sump          

System ............................................ $609.99

RACING VACUUM 
PUMPS

Same amount of energy 
& power at half of the 
weight. Easy to use com-

pression fittings & terminals 
simply twist & screw on.

1/0 Ga 20’ Spool
110-1846 .......Red ....................... $111.99
110-1847 .......Black .................... $111.99

LIGHTNING BATTERY
CABLES & TERMINALS

FLOOR
MOUNT 
PEDALS

Made of light-
weight cast alu-
minum with a 
black finish. 6:1 
ratio and accepts standard master cylinder 
bolt spacing.
505-52692 ........ Brake Pedal .............$79.99
505-52992 ........ Clutch Pedal ............$40.99

HYDRAULIC THROWOUT 
BEARINGS

For use with differ-
ent types of clutches & 
transmissions. Includes 
shims and mounting 
hardware. Use with DOT 
3 or equivalent (non-
silicone) brake fluid.
Stoc  St  utc  
on Sa ina , T 0, 
unci , rico, and t rs 

Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length 
1.688”, extended 2.375” for .688” of travel.
505-82870 .... Stock Clutch, T-10 ... $149.99
505-8287.........Remote Bleed Kit ..........$55.99
505-82871 ......O-Ring Service Kit .........$11.99
Stoc  St  utc  on T  Trans
Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length 1.513”, 
extended 2.048” for .536” of travel. Does not 
fit Ford with 1.441”OD bearing retainer.
505-82876 ......Stock Clutch, T-5 ......... $161.99

 STEERING 
QUICKENERS

asic uic n r
Meets the require-

ments of the job with no frills. The alloy steel 
gears and unique tooth design make it far 
stronger and more durable than any other 
small housing quickener on the market.
505-5224 .....Basic, 2:1 Ratio ...............$113.99
505-5225 .....Basic, 1.5:1 Ratio ..............$91.99
505-5221 .....Coupler .735”-36 Spl .......$11.99
505-UA102 ..U-Joint 3/4” .735”-36 Spl ..$76.99

 CAST IRON POWER 
STEERING PUMP

All new, not rebuilt. 
13.5cc ultra high vol-

ume pumps are ideal for street stocks 
or open wheel modifieds using a steering 
quickner. Also used in off-road vehicles.
612-50010000 ...... PS Pump .......... $204.99

BALL JOINTS
High performance units 

designed for smooth suspen-
sion travel. Some ball joints are 

available with longer than 
stock pin length. Hardened 
pins with stock type housings. 

Not rebuildable. Legal for classes that require 
non-take apart ball joints. Off-road only.

r Scr n
049-ALL56010 ..Std (Moog K772) ..... $46.99
049-ALL56011 ..+1/2” (Moog K772) ... $46.99
049-ALL56012 ..+1” (Moog K772) ..... $46.99

r o t n
049-ALL56014 ..Std (Moog K6024) ... $46.99
049-ALL56015 ..+3/8” (Moog K6136) $46.99
049-ALL56018 ..Std (Moog K5208) ... $46.99
049-ALL56019 ..+1/2” (Moog K5208) $46.99
o r Scr n

049-ALL56030 ..Std (Moog K727) ..... $46.99
049-ALL56031 ..+1/2” (Moog K727) ... $46.99
049-ALL56034 ..Standard GM/Chry .. $46.99
049-ALL56035 ..+1/2” GM/Chry.......... $46.99
o r d n

049-ALL56038 ..Std (Moog K6141) ... $46.99
049-ALL56042 ..Std (Moog K5103) ... $46.99
049-ALL56046 ..Std (Moog K6145) ... $46.99
049-ALL56047 ..+1/2” (Moog K6145) $46.99

MUSTANG II SPINDLES
Stock height spindles 
are a direct replace-

ment for OE. Includes official 
IMCA stamp of approval.

049-ALL56303 ..... Left ....... $114.99
049-ALL56304 ......... Right .... $114.99

GM METRIC SPINDLES
Fit 1980-88 GM mid-size 
cars & S10/S15 2WD trucks. 

New replacement 
OEM style spindles 
that are manufactured 
from ductile cast iron. 
Standard ride height.

555-64015 .................Left/Right .... $179.99
555-64016 ........... Left Only ..............$89.99
555-64017 ........... Right Only ............$89.99

HEATED TIRE GROOVER

Insert a blade 
into the 
groover, set 
blade height with 
a tire depth gauge and set 
the power level. Place the cut-
ting edge against the tire surface and apply 
pressure to activate rocker switch, creating 
instant heat. Includes 4/32”, 6/32”, 8/32” and 
10/32” flat blades.
049-ALL10270 ..... Tire Groover...... $394.99

SPORTS CELLS
Features molded 
seamless bladder, 
excellent resistance 
to race gas, ethanol & 
methanol. CORR, NASA, 
SCCA, SCORE, USAC, FIA 
FT3 approved. Powder coated steel contain-
er has TF195 steel fill plate, ATL flap valve, 
twist cap & neck, (2) #6AN or #8AN outlets, 
(1) #6AN vent-check roll-over valve, fuel 
traps & filters, SF-103 foam baffling for slosh 
& explosion suppression. 5 year warranty.
20 ”  ”  ”
046-SP112 ..... 12 Gallon, Red......... $645.99
20 ”  ”  ”
046-SP115 ..... 15 Gallon, Red......... $654.99
3 ”  ”  ”
046-SP122C ... 22 Gallon, Red......... $844.99

 15” ALUMINUM 
STEERING WHEELS

Shot peened, no slip surface is 
drilled to reduce weight.
514-13535-A ...Flat, Bare .$77.99
514-13535-B ....Flat, Black .................$79.99
514-13515-A ...2-1/2” Dish, Bare .......$74.99
514-13515-B ....2-1/2” Dish, Black .....$79.99
St rin   Pad
Protect your head/face from the 
steering wheels during a hard crash.
514-13650 ............... Pad ...$34.99

 SUSPENSION TUBES
Steel tubes 
are formed using 
.095 wall DOM & are yellow zinc 
plated. Drawn 6061-T6 aluminum tubes provide 
more strength over extruded. Consistent wall 
thickness for better engagement & deep knurl.
S a d St  Tu in
921-36181 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$10.99
921-36182 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36183 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36184 ...14”x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ...$11.99
921-36185 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36186 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36187 ...17” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-19512 ...12” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$11.99
921-19513 ...13” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19513-1 .13.5” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim ..$12.99
921-19514 ...14” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19515 ...15” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19516 ...16” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19517 ...17” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19518 ...18” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
on S a d
A uminum Tu in
921-36079 ...9” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim.......$9.99
921-36080 ...10” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ....$9.99
921-36081 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$10.99
921-36082 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$10.99
921-36083 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$10.99
921-36084 ...14” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36085 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36086 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99

FUEL CELLS
Accepted by most sanction-
ing bodies where a 
steel outer container 
with an inner liner is 
required. Features a 
spot-welded steel can that is 
powder coated in red, knurled 
cap, flapper valve and an 
internal pickup tube that extracts fuel from 
the right rear corner of the cell. The inner 
liner is manufactured with seamless roto-
molded and cross-linked polyethylene for 
strength and durability.
08A  a  ut t and            
08A  a  o o r nt

555-15510..8 gal, 19”Lx19”Wx8”H .......$159.99
555-15511..12 gal, 19”Lx19” Wx11”H ..$169.99
555-15512..16 gal, 19”Lx25” Wx11”H ..$199.99
555-15513..22 gal, 18”Lx26” Wx15” H ..$249.99

0A  a  ut t, 08A  a  
o o r nt  08A  a  turn

555-15514 .22 Gallon Long,                          
26”L x 18”W x 15”H ..... $229.99

555-15515 .32 Gallon GRT,                             
26”L x 18”W x 18”H ..... $249.99

555-15516 .32 gal, 18”Lx26”Wx18”H . $249.99
555-15517 .32 Gallon Teardrop,              

24.5”Lx24.5”Wx18”H .. $249.99

STREET STOCK HEADERS

C l e a r s 
side & rear 
e n g i n e 
mounts. Fit 
straight or angle plug, 
standard exhaust port 
heads. Must use short oil filter. 
Fits SB-Chevy in GM 72-87 Malibu/M Carlo/Gd 
Prix/Regal/Cutlass & 70-81 Camaro/Firebird.
649-185....1-5/8” Primary, 3” Collector      

Dia and 8” Length ......... $181.99
649-186....1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector 

Dia and 8” Length ......... $179.99

 
  

 
  

S   
od

H ad rs

 MODIFIED 
HEADERS

S  id n t  
Primar  St

Headers fit Dirt 
Works, GRT, 

Hoffman, Jet, Larry Shaw & BMS chassis. A 
great compromise of low end torque and 
high RPM horsepower.
649-1106 ...1-3/4” Primary Tube,            

3-1/2” Collector Dia ..... $211.99

Headers fit BMS, Dirt 
Works, Hot, Hoffman, Jet, 

KMOD, Pierce, Pro, Quick, Sardeson, Smiley’s & 
Victory chassis. Provides more torque & horse-
power with longer primary tubes.
649-1186 ...1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector 

Dia & 8” Length ........... $211.99

  

 
  

  

S  
on  Tu  
Primar  
St

STEEL TUBING ENDS
For building custom 
length suspension tubes.
049-ALL22504 ....5/16”-24 RH, 1/2”x .058” .....$6.29
049-ALL22508 ....3/8”-24 RH, 5/8”x .058” .......$6.29
049-ALL22509 ....3/8”-24 LH, 5/8”x .058” .......$6.29
049-ALL22512 ....3/8”-24 RH, 3/4”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22513 ....3/8”-24 LH, 3/4”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22518 ....1/2”-20 RH, 7/8”x .058” .......$7.29
049-ALL22519 ....1/2”-20 LH, 7/8”x .058” .......$7.29
049-ALL22522 ....1/2”-20 RH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22523 ....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22526 ....1/2”-20 RH, 1”X .065” .........$9.99
049-ALL22527 ....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .065”  .........$9.99
049-ALL22534 ....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22535 ....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22538 ....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .095” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22539 ....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .095” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22542 ..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .095” ..$13.99
049-ALL22543 ..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .095” ...$16.39
049-ALL22546 ..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$13.99
049-ALL22547 ..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .120” ...$16.39
049-ALL22550 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .095” ..$13.99
049-ALL22551 ..3/4”-16 LH, 1-1/4”x .095” ...$16.39
049-ALL22554 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$13.99
049-ALL22555 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$16.39
049-ALL22558 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-3/8”x .095” ..$14.99
049-ALL22559 ..3/4”-16 LH, 1-3/8”x .095” ...$16.99

G-BODY TRAILING 
ARM BUSHING

The softer rubber insert in 
this bushing allows more 
suspension travel for improved handling, 
traction, and hook-up. Use with stock OEM 
trailing arms. Meets most track rules that 
require a “rubber only”. Fits GM metric mid-
size G-Body vehicles. 1/pkg.
555-60561 .. Trailing Arm Bushing ... $38.99

DIGITAL TIRE DEPTH 
GAUGE

Measures to 1/1000 of a inch. Features 
an inch/mm button, on/off button & 
a zero out button. Digital display.
514-56100 ....Digital ........... $21.99

TIRE DUROMETER
New tires, from the same compound, 
can vary in hardness. A 
durometer will quickly 
& accurately check tire hardness. Large 
2” face measures 0-100 in 1-point increments. 
Includes storage pouch & is ASTM certified.
555-81670 .......Tire Durometer ........$59.99

STAGGER 
GAUGE

Measures tire diameter and automatically 
converts it to circumference. Provides accu-
rate, consistent stagger measurements every 
time. Measures in 1/4” increments.
049-ALL10116 ..... 65” to 115” ...........$53.99

TIRE SPOONS

S e p a r a t e s 
the tire from the rim after breaking the bead.
049-ALL10103 ..... Straight, 24” .........$31.99
049-ALL10104 ..... Curved, 16.5” .......$33.99

BEAD BREAKER
Makes quick work of break-

ing down even the most 
stubborn tire beads. Durable 

steel construction with rubber hand 
grips. For use with 15 in wheels.

049-ALL10105 ...... Bead Breaker ......$43.99
049-ALL10106 ...... with Wide Jaw ......$46.99

LUG WRENCH
1” diameter tube with a shallow 1” 

socket welded to one end and 
rotating piece of plastic 

pipe attached to 
the other. The 10” handles are angled with 

rubber grips and the overall length is 23”.
049-ALL10108 ...... Angle Handle .......$38.99

FOAM MUD PLUGS
Prevent mud build-up inside racing 
wheels. For use with 15” 
diameter wheels.
049-ALL44150 ........5” Black ..............$12.99
049-ALL44151 ........5” Red ................$12.99
049-ALL44152 ........5” Blue ...............$12.99
049-ALL44153 ........5” Orange ..........$12.99
049-ALL44154 ........5” Yellow ............$12.99
049-ALL44155 ........5” Purple ............$12.99
049-ALL44190 ........3” Black ..............$10.99
049-ALL44191 ........3” Red ................$10.99
049-ALL44192 ........3” Blue ...............$10.99
049-ALL44193 ........3” Orange ..........$10.99
049-ALL44194 ........3” Yellow ............$10.99
049-ALL44195 ........3” Purple ............$10.99

COIL-OVER SHOCK 
MOUNTING BRACKETS
Steel brackets include grade 
5 fasteners and 2 spacers. The 
spacer is pre-welded to 
one side of the bracket 
and the other spacer fits on the 
bolt and slides through the other 
side of the bracket. Work with most 
HP and racing coil-over shocks with 1/2” 
mounting bolts. Left and right versions have 
a spacer welded on one side or the other.
555-64850 ...Universal, Wide ........... ea.$6.99
555-64851 ...Universal, Narrow ...... ea.$6.99 
555-64852 ...Tube Mt, Short ............ ea.$6.99
555-64854 ...Tube Mt, Long ............. ea.$9.99

ELECTRIC RIGHT FRONT 
BRAKE SHUT-OFF KIT

Allows driver to disable 
the right front brake at 
the flip of a switch. Kit includes 

the electronic solenoid 
valve, brake line fit-

tings, fuse, instruction sheet and moisture 
resistant toggle switch with protective boot.
555-63004 ..... Brake Shut-Off Kit .....$69.99

MANUAL RIGHT FRONT 
BRAKE SHUT-OFF VALVE

Includes preci-
sion machined 

brass 2000 PSI valve, 3/8”-24 
inverted flare female 
brake line fitting adapters 

and instruction sheet.
555-631600 .........Shut-Off Valve ......$43.99

  BRAKE ROTORS
Str t ra A St  

ac m nt ra  
otors

Vaned rotors 
provide superior strength & perfor-

mance. GM models are 2.75 lbs lighter & 25% 
stronger than OE. Ford models save 2.5 lbs & 
are 10%. Extra long wheel studs & bearing 
races installed.
 tric 8 8  ont  ar o
a i u, 8  ut ass a

921-9850-6501 ..5 x 4-3/4” Bolt Circle, 7/16” 
Wheel Studs................$68.99

921-9851-8500 ..Wheel Bearing Kit .ea.$21.99
921-9851-8501 ..Dust Cap .................ea.$10.99
ord 80 Pinto ustan

921-9850-6511..5 x 4-1/2” Bolt Circle, 1/2” 
Wheel Studs ..............$76.99

921-9851-8510..Wheel Bearing Kit .ea.$21.99
921-9851-8502..Dust Cap ...............ea.$10.99

 CIRCLE TRACK WHEELS
A Ho  ”  8”

CNC spun-
form rim 
shell offers lower run-
out than competitors. 
Specially-designed safety 
bead locks tire on rim, but 
makes tire mounting easier. Provides 10 
additional square inches of brake cooling 
area. Includes IMCA decal and weigh 19 lbs.
125-58DXXI ............. 15X8 Black .......$56.99 
125-58DXXIS ........... 15X8 Silver .......$56.99

A Ho  ”  8” ad oc
Beadlock wheels are a standard 
8-spoke in a silver or black 
powder coat or a chrome 
finish. Include outer rings & 
1/2” head high grade bolts. 
Integrated mud cover dzus 
tabs formed into beadlock ring 
for 360° support & flush fit. Weigh 22.5 lbs.
125-58DXXXIL ....... 15X8 Black ...... $113.99 
125-58DXXXISL ..... 15x8 Silver ...... $113.99
id   s it  Armor d  

Unique Armor Edge is an outer 
bead flange lip that adds 
extra strength to crate a 
strong crush zone. Spun 
formed Wide 5 wheel uses 
a proprietary welding tech-
nique to increase strength.
125-58SRXX.....15x8  Black/Silver ...$79.99 
125-50SRXX.....15x10 Black/Silver ..$90.99

MUSTANG II FRONT 
CALIPER BRACKETS

For use in racing applica-
tions & street rods. Fit 1974-

80 Pinto or 1974-78 Mustang II 
and use GM Metric calipers & 
Granada style rotors/hubs. This 

combination converts the brake system to 
11” rotors and 5 x 4.5” bolt pattern wheels. 
Note: Does not fit 1971-73 Pinto spindles.
555-630655 ......... Front Left ....... ea.$18.99
555-630656 ......... Front Right..... ea.$18.99

 LUG NUTS & STUDS

8” acin   Studs
Larger than stock wheel studs for 
racing applications. 0.690” knurl (use with 
43/64” hole in axle flange or hub). 5 per pkg.
555-65150 ...-11, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65151 ...-11, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65152 ...-11, 3.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65155 ...-18, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$13.99
555-65156 ...-18, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$13.99

Large diameter 
open end lug nuts 
will not pull through the wheel. 5/pkg.
Sin  Sid d ” H  u  uts
555-65170 ....7/16”-20, Steel ...............$4.99
555-65171 ....1/2”-20 , Steel ................$4.99
555-65172 ....12mm x 1.5, Steel .........$4.99
555-65173 ....5/8”-11, Steel .................$4.99
555-65174 ....5/8”-18, Steel .................$4.99
555-65180 ....5/8”-11, Aluminum ........$9.99
555-65181 ....5/8”-18, Aluminum ......$11.99
ou  Sid d ” H  u  uts

555-65175 ....5/8”-11, Steel .................$6.99
555-65185 ....5/8”-11, Aluminum ........$9.99


