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Dan Plan

There have been several timesin the last ten years or so,
where |’ ve wondered if pavement Super Late Model special
events can survive. |’ ve been to afew (and seen pictures of
too many) where the event didn’t seem to draw the quantity
of cars, or the crowds that many would have anticipated. Oh
how I’ ve missed the days of an afternoon specia with abig
car count and a bunch of people in the stands.

P.O.Box 22111
St. Paul MN, 55122
651-451-4036
info@ther acingconnection.com
www.ther acingconnection.com

That all changed in April of thisyear. The | cebreaker at the
Dellsgave me hopethat all isnot lost in the world of
pavement Super Late Model racing. The event renewed my
faith in short track fans, and short track drivers with the
support they showed for this event. | think I’'m convinced
once again, that Sunday afternoon Super Late Model

Publisher
specialscanwork.

DanPlan

The other great part of this show wasit consisted of just Contributing Writers

two divisions, with the Great Northern Sportsman Series ShaneCarlson

joining the Super Late Models for this event. While the DaleP. Danielski

wesather forecast leading up to the event wasn’t the best, in Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman
fact it wasterrible up until Saturday, all of the stars aligned K risPeterson

on this particular Sunday afternoon. A sun-drenched crowd DeanRdler

had the opportunity to see a great show run off in quick Jason Searcy

success and completed by 5:00pm. CharlieSpry

I know I’'m beating a dead horse on this topic, but | sure
wish every short track program wasrun asif therewere a
threat of rain. The schedule for the events for the | cebreaker
was changed around a bit, with hardly any breaksin the
action, and the Super Late main event was run before the
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during the summer racing season by
The Plan Company, Inc.
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Charlie Spry

A beautiful day greeted us for the start of the annual
“Spring Classic” at the Rockford Speedway inearly April.
Things seldom go as planned, however, and rain and other
things made for some unplanned things happening. In
racing, what you think will happeniswhat seldom DOES

happen.

The Big 8 headliner came about just in time for the cloudsto
move in, and altered the destinies of many. Casey Johnson
had led the race from the start, and seemed destined to take
thewin. After alight rainfell, many fansleft thefacility
thinking that was it for the day, with Johnson leading and
winning. However, those who left werein for abit of a
surprise, as Bobby Wilberg ultimately took thewinin a
largely unpopular win after he made contact with Johnson.
Goesto show, never leave arace track before knowing for
surethat aracewill or will not be restarted.

Jeff Nowak was present withaMid-Am car. “ This car was
Chris Storey’ s car, and | thought I'd bring it down to try it
out. | think I may even do some dirt racing with this car as
well, asaMid-Am car and adirt Grand National car are
pretty close. | will till race my late model at some of the
tracksaswell,” Said Jeff. Hewon a heat race and came all
the way from the back of the feature to finish eighth in the
feature, largely through smart use of the restart cone.

Likely the youngest racer here today without a doubt was
fourteen year old Derek Kraus, racing atruck. Derek
dominated the Bandolero class at Wausau and other tracks
the past couple of years, now moving up. “My Dad said
that thiswas the next logical step in my career, sothat is
why | am racing in the truck series. The speeds are much
greater, the vehicle much bigger, and the competition much
tougher,” Said Derek. HisDad is Mark Kraus, who has had

I

(Jimmy Ambruoso photo)
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Bobby Wllberg picked up the Big8 0 opener at Rockford

The Big 8 Late Models kicked off their 2015 season at Rockford
(Jimmy Ambruoso photo)

much success in both asphalt and dirt racing. Derek also
raced a super late in Floridathis past winter, gaining aton of
experience in short order. He now becomes the youngest
driver to ever win afeaturehereinafull size car/truck. AND,
that isone LONG history here.

he did in a sportsman car, he will be one to watch. Steven
Erickson won the sportsman feature on opening night,
returning to the track and racing once again. He hadn’t done
much racing the past couple of years, but doesn’'t ook the
least bit rusty.

Some of thedriversintheBig 8 =
cars were relentless, and deserve
alittlecredit. Michael Bachaus
wasinvolvedin an early wreck
which involved most of thefield
in someform, yet came back out
and worked back up to finish
fourth. Duke Long had quite a bit
of misfortune, but came back
again and again and was running
at theend, even if hiscar did look
alittle battle-fatigued. Dave
Edwards seemed to makeit
through most of the troubles
until dropping out near the end.
Thedriverswith many laps of
experience on the Rockford oval
showed their stuff today, as
weekly racer JakeGillefinished
second and 2014 champ Jon
Reynolds Jr. finished third.

FUCHFDOND §ASEmaT

Derek Kraus became the youngest winner at Rockford Speedway
(Jimmy Ambruoso photo)

The weekly racing at Rockford looks to be as competitive as
ever. An exciting feature was won on opening night by Alex
Papini over Jake Gille. Jakelooks very strong thisyear, and
once he starts winning, look out!

Thelatemodel field will have someinteresting Rookie-Of -
The-Y ear contenders. Sportsman front runner Daryl Gerke
moves up this year to late models, and is getting much
faster in short order, saying, “1f you would have seen me
out here practicing yesterday, you wouldn’t believe it. We
are so much better tonight, and we'll keep working onit.”
He has had the car for awhile, and raced it a couple of times
at Kaukauna previously, saying, “We had bad
luck with it there and just pretty much parked it
and gave up. We decided to bring it out here
and see what we can do.”

Sam Redmond is another rookie contender, one
who hasn’'t done much racing the past few
years, as he previously raced in the sportsman
division at the shuttered L ake Geneva
Raceway, which closed at the end of the 2006
season.

Patrick Featherston did very well last year in
the sportsman class here, becoming one of the
top competitors quickly. Now he moves up to
late model, and if he gets asfast as quickly as

Former Roadrunner racer Adam Cartwright movesupto the
sportsman class, as does current Roadrunner driver Robert
Stoltz. Kodee Busekros raced only acouple of times last
year, and is back. Jeff Watson is another sportsman
newcomer who has turned many laps here in other
divisions.

“Bullet Bob” Frischisnow racing inthe American Short
Tracker division, racing the car driven by Kelly Evink last
year. Bobby wasthe 2012 and 2014 Roadrunner champion
and isimmediately in the thick of things. David Pautsch Jr.
has a Honda, which isabit of a change of pace herein the
division. It was nice to see two Ford Pintos racing in the
division, Aaron Rude and Dave Lee. Once the staple of this
type of class, they are disappearing quickly!

Didn’t notice many rookiesin the Roadrunner class yet, but
I’m surethey will come. Adam Tipton had the misfortune of
having his car break on the opening lap of thisfirst race, but
made repairs and came back to run the feature, which was
good to see.

On another note, in last month’s column, | noted that Ron
Bishofberger wasthe only late model driver to ever come
from the last chance race to win the feature at Jefferson for
the Wisconsin State Championships. Well, an astute reader
correctly noted that Dale Nottestad also did thisin 2013,
winning both features. Thanks!
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin’

Jason Searcy

Thisyear isthe 50th anniversary of racing at Elko
Speedway. We will be celebrating the events of the past
much of the year, but the thing that is causing alot of buzz
to start the 2015 season is something new. The Figure 8's
arereturning, it’smore of arebirth of the division from the
older full bodied heavy V-8 carsto the newer, front wheel
drive4cyl vehicles.

The Figure 8 division wasthe identity of Raceway Park for
decades, definitely afan favorite. The Figure 8 races always
seemed to have that extraelement of danger, it seemed as
though you might witness “the Big collision in the X” at
any moment. The racing was always suspenseful as you
waited for the cars to string out and the leader to catch the
tail of thefield.... would the driver at the back of the pack
dlam on his brakesto avoid a collision when they crossed,
and just how close would these Dare Devils push the
envelope? When there was a near miss, you would turn to
your neighbor and say “ he better back off next lap, or else!”
Y ou just had to wait one more lap and find out, who would
have the guts to keep on the gas pedal, or isit the brainsto
back out of the gas. The collision in the“X” wasrare, but
when it happened it was spectacular, the crowd would gasp
as one giant unit; people shared the videos on social media
and talked about the crash with their neighbors. These are

Figure 8's Return to Minnesota

type of moments that get casual fans excited about racing
and get them to come back week after week.

The action on the track in the Figure 8 division was
complimented by the colorful characters who drove the cars,
one of themost colorful was Mark Bronstad who told me
years ago that the division was going to need a reboot soon
as the car count was dlipping down into the teens. “ The
Figure 8 car count started to decline due to lack of cars,
feeder drivers and the current drivers getting older,” said
Bronstad “ Eric Hake was the youngest driver when
Raceway Park closed, other than him all thedriverswere
over 30 and most of uswere over 40, that iswhy 4cyl cars
are the way to go, so younger driverswill hopefully gain
interest.”

When Raceway Park closed most of the driversin the Figure
8 division retired and it was the end of an era. That was not
the end of the Figure 8 division though, it will berevived
this summer doing double features on seven different race
nights. Thistime4cyl carswill beracing utilizing theinside
flat track at Elko Speedway. Bronstad thinks switching to
the Hornet type car istheright idea. “ The 4cyl carsare
easier to find and are generally in better condition,” said
Bronstad “the kids of today can relate to them just
like us older guys related to the bigger cars.”

also racein the Hornets division providing more seat time
and morefunfor thedrivers.”

| suspect some driverswill build Figure 8 only cars and set
them up to turn both left and right, other guyswill racein
the Hornet division al night long and just make minor air
pressure adjustments from race to race. The corners are
plenty wide to see 3 widein the turnsin addition to the
actioninthe X.

Expect growing pains asdrivers new to thisform of racing
will be exploring just how close they can cometo contact in
the X. The Raceway Park Figure 8 driversrelied on trust and
familiarity with the other driversto know wherethe
boundaries are, therewill belittle of that to begin within a
new division. Many drivers might take the “wait and see”
attitude at first but the potential for growth is huge in the
new 4cyl division and unpredictable might be the best
description of the new Figure 8 races.

I think inits 50th year of racing Elko Speedway isready to
handle anew breed of Dare Devilsto emerge onto the racing
scene. The Hornets Figure 8's.

" Dangerous' Dan McCarthy will be one of the

Two former Figure 8 drivers have been pushing
hard to get their favorite form of racing back on the
track; Todd Tacheny and Dan McCarthy. “I loved
torace Figure 8's,” said McCarthy “there wasn't
oneracewherel left thetrack with afrown on my
face. | love the challenges of having to pay
attention to the X, you've got drivers above you
and below you and your car has to turn both ways,
it's challenging but fun.”

McCarthy hasworked with Elko Speedway to
incorporate the new Figure 8 sinto the Hornets
(formerly calledtheMini-Stock) division. “ The
Hornets cars aretotally legal to racein the Figure

8 swith the addition of adriver’s side door plate for
safety” said McCarthy. “ The Figure 8 drivers can

driversreturning to Figure 8 action
gl T
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

It's always nice to get the racing season kicked off and we
were ableto do exactly that here the weekend of 4/25 & 4/26
at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway, West Salem, WI. The
Frostbuster weekend was scheduled at the NASCAR
sanctioned 5/8 mile paved oval and things actually got
started with media day and practice Saturday the 25

After along winter there’ s always plenty of catching up to
do on who' s doing what and this year was no exception. As
an examplein asking perennial seriesand track champion
Steve Carlson the question we seem to ask every year asto
whether hewill beracingaNASCAR Late Model all season
at the track, he indicated, “What elsewould | do”. Casein
point, not being afisherman Carlson indeed might aswell
keep racing as he obviously by his recent track record is still
very good at it. Admitting he really has no desire to travel
likein years past the Fairgroundsis perfect for him as his
race shop isliterally a stones throw from the speedway .

Brad Powell will bearegularintheLate Modelsagainin
2015 and shooting for his 2™ track Championship.

W

Slightly different color scheme but same result #66 Steve Carlson wins
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According to Powell “Unless something happens|’ll be
here every week. Asto what that something might be, short
of aninternational attack Powell figuresto bein the thick of
things at every race. Adam Degenhardt, Matt Henderson
and Harley Jankowski are others who plan to compete on a
regular basiswhile Shawn Pfaff and Ty Majeski will be
racing when schedules allow at thetrack. All inall astrong
field of carsagainfor 2015.

Sportsman Division driversthisyear will be allowed to use
the new body styles out there such as Camaros and
Mustangs and a bigger spoiler and rear window are also
allowed in the cars. Crate engines for power plants can be
used thisyear as well with some specific guide lineslaid out
for those going that route. Speeds in the Division should be
up with the changeswhich will makefor somevery exciting
racing.

Other Divisionsracing will be Thunderstox, Outlaws,
Hornets and the growing Street Stock Division. And it all
starts now!

Yes, indeed it does start now, actually it did officialy start,
as agreat Sunday afternoon weather-wise brought a nice
field of carsand agood crowd to witnessthe actionin 5
Divisionsof racing. Remember we said Steve Carlson can
still drive arace car? Well he proved that today as he scored

aconvincingwininthe25lap NASCAR Late Model

Feature. Carlson again parlayed afront row starting spot
after acaution to take the lead from son Mike and cruiseto a
relatively easy win. Racing in 4" position before the yellow
flag flew, Carlson was the first driver to choose the outside
lanefor the doublefilerestart and after flying by Mike
Carlson, it was over and therest is history. Ty Majeski who
chose not to get to the outside before Carlson, still wound
up with asolid 2 place finish and wasfollowed by Brad
Powell, Harley Jankowski (who camefrom 6" to 4" onthe
restart), Mike Carlson, Shawn Pfaff, Adam Degenhardt,
Jerimy Wagner, Matt Henderson and Carter Christenson the
top 10. Carlson also set 2™ quick time on the day so he's off
and running in the track point’s chase.

With the new rules, speeds were up substantially in the
Sportsman Division with no less than 6 drivers beating the
old track record in the division. When all was settled it was
Nick Clementswith the new standard at 21:440 seconds
around the 5/8 mile paved oval. Clementswent onto claim
the 15 lap mainin that division aswell in arace that saw
Mandi Eckleberg smack thefrontstretch wall nearly head-
on. Last report had her without any broken bones but she
will certainly bevery sorefor awhile. Her racecar? That’s
another story asit isatotal wreck. Looking at the car the
engine even moved on impact and could be seen coming up
through the car’s floorboard!

Although Dad Shawn Pfaff

Dale's Pictures from the past

Looking back to the year 2005 it was Jerimy Wagner #18 and Jeff Baker #26 putting
their NASCAR Late Models through their paces at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway.

struggled abit in the LM Feature
daughter Jacinda scored afirst,
winning the Thunderstox main
event. All were happy in victory
lane soit proved to al inall to be
agood day for the Pfaff family.

Outlaws and Hornets Division
racers competed during the day
with Cole Scholzeand Patrick
Thickefinding their way to

Racing Facts,
Observances and Opinions
continued on page 7
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, &Qf 1S SPA- LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway

great day for racing and a good way to start the - " f__.___._h

racing season. n v \ — .uﬂ m“\\\\
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Here and there...In asking Steve Carlson if he ever P il N\ ALL-AnERICAN
raced on dirt he recalled making attempts at the track () — e

inLancaster, WI., andin Farley, lowa. The Farley
race was particularly noteworthy as he and brother
Tom were racing their hobbystock carsthere. Steve
decided since it was dirt and would get bumpy to
install somereinforcing framerailsonhiscar.
Scheduled to start next to brother Tom on the front
row of the race some other drivers caught wind of
Steve' sreinforcement ideaand promptly kicked him
out for the night! It wasn't atotal terrible ending
however as brother Tom Carlson went on to win the
race! It's been brought to our attention that up and
coming driver Ty Mgjeski and veteran Steve Carlson
have never passed each other in green flag racing
competition. News flash! Carlson actually did pass

Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
continued on page 8
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Shown aboveis dirt Late Model driver Randy Gullixson's race car hauler. Back in the day, before enclosed

trailers and toter homes, this was a cool hauler. We still think it's a cool hauler.

Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
from page7

Ty in the dash race Sunday afternoon at Lax so that’s one
lessweird statistic we have to worry about...Rookie in the
NASCAR LateModel Division Cam Dezelskemadean
impressive debut placing 4th in his heat race and racing
steady in the Feature event. Dezelske accomplished this
after making the jump from aHornet car all theway up to
Late Models! Also of noteisthat Cam’suncleisLesFerris
who was along time racer competing mostly at Minnesota
paved tracks...Harley Jankowski surprised many by setting
quick timeinthe NASCAR Late Modelsontheday...Bob
Fort has decided to try hisluck on pavement this year after
having competing along time on thedirt. Fortisracingin
the Sportsman Division and has given all new meaning to

the word loose in describing race car handling
characteristics...Longtimeracer fromthe areaRick Johnson
with his son behind the wheel islooking at afull dlate of
racing at Lax. Frgnds. R.Jwill becompetinginthe
Sportsman Division thisyear at the track He got off to a
good start by placing 4" in the Feature event... Next event
for Lax Frgndswill be Saturday night, May 16"... Dells
Raceway Park, Wis. Dells, WI., produced a star studded
field of 34 for their |cebreaker event April 19 with you know
who Travis Sauter taking the $3,000 to win Feature event.
Does anyone have anything that can beat this guy!

And looking back inthe day at results from La Crosse it was
Jim Sauter winning the Feature race in the season opener on
May 7", 1971. Marv Marzofkaand Rich Somersfollowed.

Other early season results at the track found Sauter winning

FARLION
BESITHY

again on May 14" followed by Somers and John McNamara.
May 21% found Sauter winning again but his streak was
broken on May 28" as Marzofkaled the way to win themain
event over Sauter. Sauter was back to his winning ways
June 4" taking the Feature win over Rich Somers, Larry
Detjensand Marv Marzofka.

News, notes and commentswelcometo Dale P. Danielski at
Starmaker Multimedia967 10" AveN SteA, Onalaska, Wi
54650, at 608-783-5827,608-518-2478, or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com,

www.starmakermultimedia.com
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Like us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube, or follow us on Twitter
www.fachook.com/themidwestracingconnection
wwww. youtube.com/theracingconnection
@MidwestRace
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Upcoming Events
Annual Picnic and Exhibition Race at

Cedar Lake Speedway on August 8th

Dakota County Fair display in Dakota
City during the fair Aug. 10" -16"
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Bilderback and Papin drifting exhibition during the Rockford Spring Classic
Mark Melchiori photo

Rusty Wallace and Stan Burnick at the IllinoisHall of Fameinduction
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

A packed house for the Icebreaker at Dells Raceway Park

Bruce Nuttleman photo

Kim Strom's Trickle Tribute Hornet at L acrosse
Bruce Nuttleman photo
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Bob Cook in action at Cedar L ake Speedway
Martin DeFries photo

A photo finish for the Great North Sportsman Series
Mark Melchiori photo
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Lacrosse Sportsmen driver "Mr. Excitement" Bob Fort
Dale Danielski photo

R|b Lake W|sconsm s Brad Seavers openi ng Weekend at Cedar Lake
Martin DeFries photo

Elko racers Eric Campbell, Brent Kane and friends enjoy anight at Cedar Lake
Brewster Baker photo

Shawn Pfaff greets dghter Jacinda following her first feature win
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Stalelme Stafflng SerV| cesfast dash lineup at Rockford Speedway
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

The tailgate section is always afan favorite at CLS
Brewster Baker photo




May 2015

THEITGVIES |
[RACINGICONNEGCTION

Page 12

2015 Kulwicki Driver Develpment Program

The 2015 Kuliwicki driver development program drivers on hand at the Dell’s Icebreaker 100 Super
Late Model event included: Skylar Holzhausen, Ty Majeski, Reagan May, John Deangelis, and Alex
Prunty. Holzhausen was the highest placing driver, with a second place finsih. Ty Majeski raced his
way to fourth place. Reagan May finished just
outside of the top-ten in 12th place. Early race
incidents relegated Prunty and Deangelis to 21st
and 23rd place finishes respecively. All of the
Kulwicki Development Drivers on hand qualified
for the main event. Photos courtesy of Bruce
Nuttleman.

KULWICKI

DRIVER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

1,000 CAR CORRAL SPACES
1,600 CAMPING SPACES
4,430 SWAP SPACES

2,500 SHOW CARS

OLA’l

OLD CAR S0 & SVIAP MEET
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Full Throttle

Shane Carlson

| have the honor this year to cover the Meritor Champ Truck
World Series, abrand-new division of semi-truck racing that
hasn’t been seen in America since the 80s.

Minimizer makes polycarbonate semi-truck fenders, and
they werelooking for someoneto cover their Minimizer
Racing teamsin particular, as they are sponsoring two
trucks. | hopped all over the opportunity.

Asayoungkid, | specifically remember having aVHStape
of a European semi-truck race, and | thought it wasthe
coolest thing ever. | don’t have the tape anymore, but once
| caught wind that there was a position available to cover
this series, | jumped right onto Y ouTube and watched afew
hours-worth of highlights and crashes.

Champ Truck World Series

I immediately filled out my application for an internship and
was offered the position about aweek later. | couldn’t say
no to this exciting, obscure, diesel-fueled adventure.

John Condren is heading up the series with a vision he had
threeyearsago. Now itisfinally areality. Asl writethis
piece, I'm at theinaugural racein New Jersey Motorsports
Park, aroad coursein Millville, New Jersey.

Other stops on the 10-race tour include; Texas Motor
Speedway, Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Charlotte M otor
Speedway, aswell as Pikes Peak | nternational Raceway.

Thetrucksthat will be raced are basically stock, which was
designed to keep the cost down for everyone involved. The

oo =

biggest feature of this seriesis that the truck may not be
newer than five years old, but alot of questionsremain
about arules package. Right now, the goal isjust to get
exposure, and get people to cometo the racetrack. It's
rumored that by the time the series rolls around to Charlotte
in July, the truck count could bein the high teens, or low
20s.

Who wouldn’t want to see a pack of semi-trucksracingin
close quarters? If nothing else, it will be interesting.

Check out the series website at champtruck.us.com and for
truck fender needs, minimimzer.com hasyou covered.

NA TIONATER
SPELBTWA

DIRECTORY

LR AGSTRIPS O POAD[EOURSES)
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Racing Nuggets

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman

We're just getting started with the 2015 race season across
the Midwest, and | couldn’t be more excited. Last weekend,
| headed down to Dells Raceway Park to takein the lce
Breaker weekend, which featured astellar field of superlate
competitors, aswell as a stout group of racers for the Great
Northern Sportsmen Series.

Wayne Lensing sure has done a great job with that track.
I’m looking forward to heading back there more this season.
And Greg Oliver has also done afantastic thing by creating
and continuing to develop the GNSS, which appears to be
drawing even more cars this season. It's always good to see
drivers and fans supporting tracks and series, as that bodes

Jacklyn and Dangerous Dan with
camerasin hand at the Dells
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well for the future of this sport. Car counts were definitely
solid at DRP for that opening event.

I’m guessing like me, your Facebook feed has been filled
with plenty of photos of race cars that are newly completed
and ready to roll in the coming weeks. I’ ve aways enjoyed
the early part of arace season—almost solely because
there’ sagreat swelling of hope among teams and their fans.
It's afresh start; a chance to improve upon last season, and
rewrite the history books. The new paint schemes, new
SpoNnsors, new parts—and in some cases—even a
completely new car, all meld together to create plenty of
anticipation at what might be in the coming months.

| try to get as many pictures or videos of the carsin these
first weeks, because we all know that before long, there will
be plenty of black rubber “donuts’ on the sides, and even a
few dented door panels or broken fenders that will need to
be buffed out, or pop-riveted back together.

Regardless, | think those marks and biffs
add alittle character to the cars. It'sthe
BIG hiffsthat break your heart for the
teams.

There was plenty of that at the Ice
Breaker inthe Dells. | videotaped next to
my friend, Dan Margetta, who also had a
video camera glued to his hand. e
Unfortunately, some of the driversfrom Al
hishometrack (Slinger Speedway)
suffered serious carnage to their rides
during the 100-1ap main event.

It always sucks when teams have to
spend lots of money and man-hours
trying to get the cars back together after
just the first outing of the season. But

John Deangelis was one of the Siinger drivers
- “that had a rough day at Dells Raceway Park

Although, | ‘m sure there are pitfalls with insurance that
would likely make theideaaperilous one. Lawyerstend to
muck every good idea up, don’'t they? Nonetheless, | still
think it would be asolid ideato let ticked off drivers, crews
and fans work out their frustrations.

Until then, | suppose we're going to have to let the drama
fester and build. | guess that’s not such a bad thing either,
asit generates adramatic storylinefor thefans. I'd be lying
if 1 didn't tell you that | put alaser-focus on my video
camerawith two driverswho' ve had some beef earlier inthe
season, when they are running nose-to-tail, or side-by-side
again. | generally don’t breathe, in an effort to hold the
cameraasstill aspossible, fully anticipating SOMETHING
to happen between them.

Rarely do the fans in the stands miss a beat on those
situations. That’s also one of my favorite things to do while
videotaping a race—listening to the fans. They scream out
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then again, who are we fooling to think
that it couldn’t happen? It’s the inherent
risk taken in auto racing.

Serioudly, it’salot likewhen we get thefirst snowfall herein
the Midwest. It seemsthat it takes awhile for everyone to
get their snow-driving skills back up to snuff. | suppose the
same can be true for racers when they get back onto the
track early on in the season, racing mereinches from one
another at break-neck speeds. Stuff is bound to happen,
frustrations are going to boil over, and fingers are going to
be pointed.

It's that passion that drives the sport, really. Containing the
anger isthekey. Helping to alleviate the frustration drivers
experience when their car gets seriously wrecked or
destroyed would require an outlet of some sort. Wouldn't it
be interesting to provide away to vent those emotions—
safely, and maybe even help out a great cause?

What if tracks set up ajunked car somewherein the pits,
and bought a sledge hammer to go with it? Driverswho’ve
had a bad situation on the track could come into the pen
with that featured junk car and give it a beating with the
dledge hammer. 1t would be a safe outlet for frustrations,
and a fun thing to watch for fans.

Heck, even fans and crew memberswho were angry that
their driver got wrecked could take awhack at the junked
car. Tracks could even charge afew bucksfor afew swings
of the sledgehammer, and turn it into afundraiser for a
charity. Talk about turning a negative into a positive!

all kinds of things, and when their driver takes a spot from
another driver that they don’t particularly carefor—it'sa
golden moment of high fives and slamming a celebratory
beer in the stands, along with some animated, “Woo-Hoos!”

Race fans are definitely passionate about their drivers, and
THAT isabeautiful thing. It's even better when they head
down to the pits after the race to rehash what they saw with
thedrivers. Let meassureyou, drivers LOVE that interaction
with the fans. It’s certainly the one thing that separates auto
racing from the other sports. | would encourage every fan to
take thetimeto go to the pits after every race, particularly if
you have young kids. It’sarush for them to be able to meet
thedrivers.

Y ou can’t put aprice on that fan interaction. | can remember
going into the pits after races with my parents and stopping
various pits, and listening to al of the chatter. | still cherish
photos of myself at the young age of six or seven, with
Larry Detjensand Dick Trickle. Oddly enough, both drivers
have a Pabst Blue Ribbon clutched in the hand that was not
wrapped around my shoulder.

Those are the memories that feed this sport. Be sure to make
some of your own this season.
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Publishers note from page 3

Sportsman main event. | honestly thought for sure the
crowd would clear out after the Super Laterace. | was
pleasantly surprised to see the entire crowd hang around for
the Great Northern Sportsman Seriesmain event. | think
most of the fans even stuck around after all of the racing
was over, asour exit from the parking ot was quite speedy.

This show also led me to reminisce about the days of only
being ableto read resultsfrom The Dellsin the racing
papers. Back then, | wasn’t old enough to drive, and 200
mileswas along way from home. Also, there were no instant
results, or live updates. Theseitems are readily available
today, but | have to say, you ssmply can’t beat being at the
track in person on a sunny, Sunday afternoon.

The event also brought one nostalgic item to mind, with the
names of the driversin the top-ten at the end of the day for
the Icebreaker. In my younger years of reading The
Checkered Flag Racing News, you could always count on
seeing names like Sauter, Hol zhausen and Reffner inthe
results from the Dells. Turns out, those same three names
were in the top-ten at the end of the Icebreaker event.
Granted, it wasn't Jim, Steveor Tom. Travismadealaterace
passto pick up thewin over Skylar, and Collin made hisway
into the top-ten at the end of the show. Seemed just like old
times.

Miscellaneous News & Notes:
After catching anumber of dirt shows at Speedweeks earlier
thisyear, wewerefinally ableto catch afew closer to home.
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After acouple of cancellations due to poor
weather conditions, Cedar L ake Speedway
finally kicked of their 57" racing season in the
middle of April. The opening weekend featured
alarge season opening car count, as many of
the Northern tracks haven’t opened yet. The
racing action saw alast lap pass for the lead by
Shane Sabraski in the Midwest Mods, and a
wild flip by Bobby Houston inthe Modifieds. A |
little bit of everything happened on opening -
night. Thefollowing week, the CLS Hornets had
another great battlefor thewin, with Blake
Dorweiller using the patented cross-over move
to pick up the win. And speaking of running
your show likerain ison the way, the gang at
Cedar Lake ran their second show of the year off
inrecord time, with thefinal checkeredflag
fallingright around 9:30pm.
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And finally, LaCrosse Speedway attempted to
start their season off with a Sunday afternoon,
late April Frostbuster event last year. .
Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate in =
2014. Thisyear thingswere much better, andall |
of the weekly divisionswere ableto get afew
laps under their belt prior to the Saturday night
season opener on May 16. Check out more
highlights of thisyear’s Frostbuster in Dale
Danielski’s column in thisissue of The Midwest
Racing Connection.
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Short Track Buzz
\ Make sure to check out www.shorttrack.buzz between issue of The Midwest Racing Connection for additional interview with short track personalities

Ridgeland, Wisconsin’s Andrea Keeney isin her fifth year of dirt track racing.
After 4 yearsin the Street Stock division, Keeney has now moved into the popul ar
Midwest Modified division for the 2015 racing season. MRC caught up with
Andrea after her second night of racing in her new car.

What lead to moving into to the Midwest Modified division?

The Street Stocks seem to be adying breed, and | needed anew car. My Street
Stock was pretty much crap, so instead of buying a dying breed, | just moved up a
division.

How hard of an adjustment has it been moving into the Midwest Modified?
It's actually been way easier. This car drivesten times better than the Streeter ever
did.

How much more expensiveisit to run Mod' s versus Street Stocks (roughly 2x, 5x
10x)?

Right now, | don’t know yet. | haven't had to put alot of money intoit yet. I'll
probably say it's going to be double the expense for us.

continued on page 17
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Conrad Jorgenson is entering his 40" year of racing, going all the way back to starting in
the quarter midgets. With 4 championships under his belt at Elko, Jorgenson has decided
to use 2015 to give back to the sport and help bring some new youth into short track
racing.

You’ ve raced everything from bomber carsto Late Models. What do you like most about
the Hobby Stock/Thunder Car Division?
What | like most isyou can build a pretty nice car, that’s affordable, and the competition is
as keen as any other class. Theracersin this class are also all great to race with.
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How special wasit to win the last NASCAR championship at Raceway Park
during thetracksfinal season?

That's probably one of the top things on my list of accomplishments. | had alot of
fun racing there over the years, and winning the last one was pretty cool.

What do you think hasled to the phenomenal car countsin the Power Stock
division the last few years at EIko?

They changed the rules afew years ago and made the cars alittle bit more
affordable. | think that hel ped out abunch. That, and with Raceway Park closing,

continued on page 17
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continued from page 16

Hasyour uncle (Late Model driver Jeff Keeney) been ableto provide any
assistance with your car?

Y es, he helps out alot. He helps me with advice and tips on how to drive, and what
to do on different tracks when they are tacky or slick, or what to do when the car
pushes. He'sactually going to change my valve covers for me tonight too.

What are you hoping to accomplish in your first season in the Midwest Mod?
Were going to try and run weekly at both Menomonie (Red Cedar Speedway) and
Cedar Lake. Rookieof the'Y ear here (Cedar L ake Speedway) would be awesome. My
first heat win would be really cool too, but I'm not going to set my hopes too high.
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continued from page 16

people needed somewhere to go and that’s an affordable classto do it. The
competition and the group of driversin that classis also amazing.

We recently learned you donated a car to Adam Brachle's Youth | mpact Racing
group. How did this deal come about?

Adam came up to me at the races last year at Elko. Actually, Brent Kaneisthe one
that sent him down to me and said that | would be the guy to help him. We started
talking alittle bit, and | was interested in what he was doing with the youth. My
Thunder Car owner (Ed Jones) had a Power Stock and we decided we would donate
the car to Y outh Impact Racing. Right now, we are working on getting amotor and
transmission to go along with the car, and then 1’1l donate my time to help the kids
learn how to work on race cars.

What are you hoping to accomplish with Youth I mpact Racing group car?

It's away to get youth back into the sport, or more into the sport. That's an area
that' s lacking in the sport (youth involvement) and it’ s the future of the sport. 1'm
100% behind what they are doing.

What are your plansfor the 2015 racing season?

To go to the Dells. Oh wait, that race is over. My plansfor thisyear aretoracea
limited schedule at Elko and alimited schedule with the Great Northern Sportsman
Series. I’'m also going to try and get my kids race car ready so they can go out and
race Power Stocksthisyear.
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Justice Brothers
products provide superior
protection for all of your favorite
extreme big-boy toys! By reducing friction
and wear, keeping fuel systems clean
and protecting engines against acid and
corrosion, Justice Brothers additives will
ensure that your toys run at peak power
and performance, providing maximum
enjoyment! Wether you ride for sport or for
recreation, don't start that engine without
Justice Brothers protection!

www.justicebrothers.com

* Justice Brothers Engine Tune Up
* Justice Brothers Fuel Injection System Cleaner
» Justice Brothers Gear Qil Treatment
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11350 Highway 55
Proudly Serving The Construction And

2161 University Avenue
St Paul, MN 55114 Plymouth, MN 55441
www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/midway/  www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/plymouth/
PIRTEK fluid transfer solutions for automotive, marine, Racing Communities Since 1996!

;off road and custom applications work to your
advantage and your budget. Get the right part the first
time. No more leaks or endless trips to the parts store. /

:_No More Headaches!
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