LLALE QUL

THE MIDWEST'S SHORT TRACK AUTO RACING AUTHORITY

July 2015 Val. 19, No. 3
L

------
T :
i

it 0 | |

Living The Dream




MPLS/ST. PAUL PLYMOUTH

(651) 641-1414 (763) 475-0475 “J_) _/ r) _/" {
B Simmiay L 1 _I_f

www.pirtekusa,com/fwp/midway/  www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/plymouth/ Proud’y serv"'g The canstr"ct'o" Aﬂd

PIRTEK fluid transfer solutions for automotive, marine, Racing Communities Since 1996!
off-road and custom applications work to your
advantage and your budget. Get the right part the first
time. No more leaks or endless trips to the parts store.
No More Headaches!

Hoses-Adapters-Fittings ¢ Standard-Metric
D.O.T. Certified Brake Hoses and Lines
‘Power Steering ° Oil Lines * Transmission
ILmes . Fue! «A/C

E = LaCrosse Fairgfduhds Speedway
HASCAR Weekly Radng Through Aug. 22

’ \ AL L ARTERICAR
o BEMIES

. CAMPIN; o

> *« RACING
July 3 « TUNDRA & GNSS / Fireworks
July 18 « Two 20 Lap Late Model Features Qualifying - ﬁzrsenys ?:30 - GRILLING &
July 25 + Pre-Race Driver Autograph Session | . DRINKS &
Aug. 22 + Two 20 Lap Late Model Features o
Sept. 5 + 4 & 6-Cylinder Car 200 Lap Enduro * RELAXING
Sept. 12 « Eve of Destruction « FUN! Ef

IT S RAEINE S FAMILY RE-LINION

MIITEYTLY. gos. 7661525 - facrassespecdwayyahoo.com. s @i,k
M aeriotens bovcpestvmenioncon. [oritieniiuen | WILL VL BE THERED

oktoberfestraceweekend.com




Page 3 ITHEfMIDWES Iy July 2015
[RACINGTCONNECTION
. Locals Versus Travelers The Midwest
Publisher's Note RACING
. . . . N Connection

cantell you from firsthand experiencethat identical rules

RaCIng Accordlng to P/an don’t always equate into higher car counts. For a number of July 2015
years, we had two paved tracks within 20 miles of our home Vol.19,No.3

..-r‘k'
B

Dan Plan

WEe' ve touched on the subject of the local drivers versus
the travelersin the past, and have always enjoyed this
aspect of short track racing. One of the items that brought
thisto our attention recently was a social media
conversation between afictional cone, and a human being
we know who actually understands short track racing.

The cone seemed to think people don’'t race as often as they
could solely because rules are different from track to track. |

base. Thetwo tracks werelocated about 20 miles apart from
of each other. Between the two tracks, three of divisions
had identical rulesfor anumber of years. Neither track had
very high numbers of crossover driversin the three
divisionswith identical rules. Onetrack had good car
counts in two of the three divisions, and the other track had
good car countsin the third division.

Thesimplefact ismost driverssimply aren’t ableto race
more than one night aweek in this day and age. It might be
for family reasons, or it might be abudget limitation. | used
to believein the notion identical ruleswould solve al of the
problems for short track racing, but it doesn’'t appear to be
the case. Don't get me wrong, we are much better off with
the rules between different tracks these days then we were
25 years ago, especially on the pavement side. Identical
rules might have helped 25 years ago or so, but it doesn’t
appear to be the case these days. Making options available
tolet drivers believe they can compete on alevel field helps,
but | still firmly believe that it’s not the rulesthat are
keeping most of them home.

Now on the other hand, if the rulesaren’t identical, but the
driverswant race bad enough, they will find away to makeit
happen. Recently, a couple of events took place nearby that

continued on page 7

Our sources were unable to confirm if Scott Lofquist was driving the #51 car that was
dragging the Orange Cone behind it during the Masters.
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Full Throttle

Shane Carlson

There's something romantic about the Eldora Speedway; its
whitewalls spattered with mud, theiconic Eldora-red
emblazoned upon them. The atmosphere, unlike any other
racetrack intheworld. It isthe center of thedirt racing realm,
and atrue honor and privilege for every racecar driver to
have navigated the big half-mile oval.

Situated in the quaint town, rather, farm fields of Rossburg,
Ohio, you would never guess there is a racetrack nearby
until pulling into the parking lot. From there, looking off to

Living The Dream

your right, you'll seeit; billboards adorn the
backstretch, and the massive suite building
overlooks turns three and four.

Thisyear, | got to tag along with my good
friend, Tyler Rinken, of Tyler Rinken
Photography, to the 21st installment of the
$100,000to-winDirt LateModel Dream. He
called me up afew days before and asked meto
join, so how could | possibly resist?

Intherace’ s 21-year history, Scott Bloomquist
has dominated; six victories, hislast triumphin
2013. | expected to seehiminvictory lane at the
end of the weekend, as did many other fans.
Bloomquistisamercurial figure; spectators
either love him, or hate him, but all respect him.
With his stat line, it’'s hard not to believe he was
the favorite going into the Dream.

The three-day event kicked off on Thursday
night, and after departing at 4 A.M. that
morning, we couldn’t wait to get to the racetrack
for thefirst time. The 10-hour trek wasfilled with
thoughts on what we expected to see, and
hopesin seeing Tony Stewart.

Tyler gotinwith hiscredentials, so | figured | might aswell
buy the three-day pit pass. Who knowsif I'll ever get to
experience Eldoraagain, sol
might aswell go all out. Once

Shane Carlson photo

we got in the gate, | was star
struck. Truckswereworking
in the track, and both Tyler
and | just sat there with our
mouths open. Eventually, we
made our way down to the
infield, wherewedidindeed
see Tony Stewart just being
one of the guys, even lending
ahelping hand or two on
some racecars.

Austin Dillon would appear
on Friday night, to watch his
TeamDillondriver,Dae
McDowell attempt to defend
hisDreamwinfrom2014.

The story of the weekend,
however, was Jonathan
Davenport. He notched awin
in Friday night’s A-featurein

the lead up to Saturday night’s 100-lap shootout, proving
that he was going to be one to watch before al was said and
done.

Saturday night, Davenport, the South Carolina native, led
from lap 61 to lap 91, but was overtaken by Scott
Bloomaquist after alate caution flew. The caution set up a
double-filerestart, with Bloomquist taking thelead in turns
one and two, but Davenport had one last charge in him; on
thefinal lap, with thelapped car of Jimmy Owensin front of
Bloomaquist, Davenport rallied to get side-by-side with
Bloomaquist, but just couldn’t complete the pass by the time
the checkersflew.

Thisiswhereit getsinteresting; after the race Bloomquist
was scaled, and was not given the green light to indicate he
passed. He was 25 pounds light. Davenport was declared
thewinner, and Bloomqui st was|eft with $100,000 thingsto
think about.

| don’t know if it gets any more dramatic than that, but I'm
sureglad | got to seeit firsthand.

Toview Tyler’ s photos, visit
tylerrinkenphoto.smugmug.com. and‘ Like' theTyler Rinken
Photography page on Facebook. You'll be glad you did.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection

@MidwestRace

wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection

(YT Tube
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin’

Dean Reller

After afew yearsremoved, thisyear I’ ve found myself in
somewhat familiar territory as| took thejob of Track
Announcer at the Princeton Speedway. Since most of my
announcing experience involved paved tracks, it has been
quite atransition to announce at a dirt track. However, the
Princeton Speedway makesit really easy to makethe
adjustment as the high-banked ¥ mile track provides close
racing and multiple grooves, abeit therereally isn’'t alot of
room in between. Thisleadsto exciting racing, that | try to
ramp up even more with my call of theraces.

My past announcing experience mostly was victory lane
and color commentary roles, leaving the play-by-play to
someone else (Jason Searcy, most of thetime). However, the
role of atrack announcer goes unnoticed asit’s about 3-4
hours of non-stop action in the booth, even when there is
nothing happening on the track. Besides announcing who's
in what position, there's alot more that goes on behind the
scenes, so | thought I’ d take the opportunity to share what
a“Typica Day” islike. First of al, the pre-race prepisvery
important, that is collecting names, numbers and info about
as many drivers asyou can before leaving for the track.
Social media, really helpsasyou canlearn alot from
facebook and twitter posts along with anything else that
you can run across on the internet. Now comes the busy
part, | usually arrive at the track about 2 hours prior to the

Back Behind The Microphone

start of the races. I'd actually show up earlier, but most
drivers at Princeton show up alittle later than at other
tracks. Once signed in and wrist-band firmly attached, |
check in to seeif there are any promotions, contests or
other new things that we are doing that night. Most nights
thereareat least 1 or 2 minor tweaksto the program that |
need to be aware of and be able to handle. Then, it's off to
the pits and my meet and greet with the drivers. This helps
to get alittle more background info and really helps meto
put the name and the face together. Somewhere along the
way, | manageto sneak ina“Meal” that would mostly
consist of a hotdog or hamburger. The important thing to
remember isto eat BEFORE theraces, once things get
going, thereisn’t time. Not to mention that people don’t
want to listen to me chew over the microphone.

Aswe get closer to racetime, | try to get to thedriver's
meeting, if at al possible. It always helpsto get alittle more
information from this meeting such as rules and procedures,
thus eliminating some surprises during the races. Then, it's
off to the announcing booth, which at Princeton consists of
one big room shared by me, the scorers and other officials. |
set up shop in my little space with my papers
and binoculars (you never know when you
need to grab those). In the time before the start
(7 PM in Princeton’s case), | update any notes,
sponsors and make sure my anthem singer is
ready as | await word to get thingsrolling. As
soon as | get the green light, | introduce the
Invocation and the Anthem and then it’'s Race
On! Minutes before the start of the first heat,
I’m given the starting lineup, which | then try
to read of f quickly, before the race starts.
Then, it' stimeto call therace, (with as much
enthusiasm as possible in my case). Between
racesit’simportant to take adrink of water to
keep the voice hydrated. Unwritten rule #1 is
Don't Drink Pop. Thereason for that is
carbonation, which in turn produces.....burps.
That’ sright, the last thing you want to hear is
someone belch over the P.A., so aways stick
with water and hence, no problems.

Also in the time between is the opportunity to plug
sponsors. Thetrack has a great number of them, so working
theminisn't aways easy. Thisison top of the sponsors
that the drivers have. Some drivers have only afew, but
others have several of them. Once the heats are finished,
thenit’s Intermission, atimeto rest right? Wrong, this can
be the busiest part of the night with interviews, giveaways
and other promotions. Somehow | try to manage to get out
and interact with the fans. Thisis some of the most fun that
| have on arace night as | get to connect with the fans and
get them fired up for the features.

Thenitsfeaturetime, with asimilar routine of intros, lineups
and races. Thefinal race of the night iswhere likerun
down to victory lane and talk to the winner. After the
photos are finished, | grab the winner again and record
another interview to be used on the radio show | co-host.
By thistime, the grandstands have emptied as | climb back
to the announcing booth to collect my things. Finally, it'sa
quick walk around the pits to congratulate some of the other
winnersas| close the door on the race program, only to
startit all over again next week.

AIRPORT SERVICE - CALL 24 HOURS

*Time Calls - Appointments

DISCOUNT TAXI

FOR TRANSPORTATION

Toll

612-723-5500

www.discounttaxiracing.com

Free 1-888-240-8294
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

Another pioneer of Wisconsin pavement racing was lost
hererecently asracetrack builder and promoter deluxe, Sam
Bartus passed away.

Race fansfrom the 1950s through the 1970s can be thankful
Bartus came on the racing scene as without his foresight of
the sport you really wonder if racing at the short track level
would have even started yet alone become as popular and
successful asit did.

My earliest foray into racing waswith the family,
specifically my Dad, as we attended stock car races at the
Griffith Park Speedway of Wisconsin Rapids, WI. This
speedway was built by Bartusin 1960 and was a step above
the more rough and tumble dirt variety which Bartus was
also apart of with a couple tracks near Wausau, WI. The
Bartus vision saw pavement as the way to go for racing in
the future and Griffith was born asaresult. Listed asa¥a

mile speedway it was barely that and nearly completely flat.
But thelittle track located off Griffith Avenue on the South
side of Wisconsin Rapids brought increased speeds and an
excitement folks hadn’t witnessed before. Interestingly a

The Sam Bartus Files

Midget race, that type of racing being
very popular at the time was the first event
held at the Speedway on Saturday July
16M, 1960 with Billy Woodstaking the
main event win. Jere O’ Day laysclaimto
being thefirst ever stock car race winner
at the track as he captured the 25 lap
Feature the next day, Sunday, July 17™.
Stock car racing quickly overtook the
Midget events in popularity and they
finished out thefirst year at Griffith with
large crowds taking in the action.

The Sam Bartus vision although keen
wasn’t without controversy and pitfalls as
with aloosely arranged lease for the
facility Bartus ended up losing the track to
land owner John Murgatroyd. With
Murgatroyd now holding events at

Griffith, Bartusin retaliation held events at
other tracksthat conflicted directly with
theracing at Griffith. Theultimateretaliation but alsowith
again great vision, camein theform of an al new, high
banked, high speed paved oval, to be built between Wis.
Rapids and Plover, Wisconsin. Bartus laid out plans for the
Golden Sands Speedway which was afirst of akind track
anywhere in the State of Wisconsin. The track was actually
originally listed as 3/10ths of amilearound with extreme
banking in both the turns and straight a ways. With an
amphitheatre effect, viewing for fans was second to none
and Bartus now again had the upper hand in terms of the
ultimate in paved, short track racing. To no ones surprise,
Dick Trickle, whowasreally taking to thisnew form of fast,
paved racing won the first ever Feature at the track as grand
opening occurred on May 25", 1967.

With Golden Sand’ s success Griffith Park became an after
thought, that isuntil 1969 when adrivers strike due to
safety, purse pay-off and other concerns took place at the
‘Sandsoval. Driverswith the Central Wisconsin Racing
Association which had been formed in the recent past
decided not to race there until the issues were resolved.
That opened the door for Griffith once again and the CWRA
group raced at that Speedway for the balance of the season.
The issues were eventually resolved and Golden Sands
enjoyed many successful years of racing under Bartus.

Dale's Picturesfrom the past
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#64 Augustus (Augie) Winkleman was one of the top drivers in the day racing for Sam
Bartus at his Wausau and Adams/Friendship tracks. #A3 John Reimer, #6 Jerry
Kemperman, #5 Jim Sauter. #56 Fred Bender and #13 Bob Brevak in action at the Sam
Bartus Capital Speedway in 1974. (Kurt Luoma photo)

In the meantime, with the success of that oval Bartus
decided to enlarge his%2mile Capital Speedway track in
Oregon, WI., which he had taken over and paved previously
to afull half mileinlength and incorporate the high banking
of the Golden Sands oval. The new Capital Super Speedway
was now born and again, Bartus had many years of
successful racing promoting at that popular track.
Promoting being the key word here we have to admire the
many different promotions Bartus tried to entice fansto
attend hisevents. From putting Dick Tricklein ademolition
derby at one of his tracks, to running events with cars
without oil, to thrill show events, to high wire trapeze acts,
to Late Model versus Modified race car events, to major
sanctioned events through ARCA and others, Bartus never
stopped trying to create excitement and keep fans coming
back for more. Most of the time these promotions were
successful and most of the time the stands were at or near

capacity.

All good things seem to come to an end however, and by
the 1980s Bartus had relinquished ownership/promotional
duties of hisracing facilities. He continued promoting
events such as rock concerts for awhile but that ended as
well with morefailures than successes.

The guy just never quit thinking about the next big thing
though, the next attraction, amajor breakthrough. Casein
point, his believing he had the cure for the common cold. |
had along discussion with him about that, and he said it
absolutely worked. Of course | never got any information
out of him on how it worked, and unfortunately Sam was
never ableto get FDA approval or any groupsto take on his
remedy and it went away before anything really happened.

Through the years when you'’ d bring up the name Sam
Bartus folks around the sport all seemed to have afavorite
story about him. Not all were good, but everyone agreed
and appreciated the fact that he took racing and promotion
in Wisconsinto an all new level. You can't help but admire
the man for that and he will go down in history as one of the

Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
continued on page 7
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Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
from page 6

all-time great promoters of short track racing in Wisconsin.

Sam Bartus passed away in a Wausau hospital on June 7*",
2015.Hewas93.

The Sam Bartusfile... Sam Bartus opens his Sam’ s Super
Speedway, adirt oval just outside of Wausau, Wl on May
25" 1952, Bernie Johnswinsthe 12 lap Featureevent...The
Sam Bartushbuilt Griffith Park Speedway, Wisconsin Rapids,
WI., opensin 1960. Jere O’ Day goes on to win 6 of the 18
feature eventsheld there during theyear...In 1961 Sam
Bartusleasesthe 1/3 miledirt oval located at the Adams
Wisconsin County Fairgrounds, paves the track and holds
racing there beginning Friday night, June 2. Marlin
Walbeck in his 1956 Chevy goes on to win the Feature
race...1963-1964 Sam Bartuslosescontrol of Griffith Park
Speedway to John Murgatroyd. As personal vendetta
opens the State Park Speedway of Wausau which had been
closed since August 13", 1963, on June 21, 1964 and races
on same night as Murgatroyd run Griffith Park. Marlin
Walbeck winsthe opening night 25 lap Feature...Sam
Bartus builds 1/4 paved track at the site of the former 1/3
miledirt oval locatedin Oregon, WI., in 1963 and holds
Modified type race car events before switching over to
stock carson May 2, 1965. Eddie Humein a1959 Plymouth
wins the opening night Feature event...Construction begins
in 1966 on the $100,000 Gol den Sands Speedway of Plover,
WI. Sam Bartus, owner of the new facility admitsto building
the track out of spite to John Murgatroyd who in alawsuit
gains control of the previously built and run by Bartus
Griffith Park Speedway. Thetrack openson May25th, 1967
with Dick Tricklewinning the Featureracein a1966 Mercury
Comet... Thefirst race at the new Capital Super Speedway 2
mile paved track owned and promoted by Sam Bartusisheld
on may 25", 1969. Ramo Stott won the Feature eventina
1969 Plymouth Roadrunner...Sam Bartusre-openshis
Golden Sands Speedway on August 10", 1969 despite
CWRA drivers continued hold out with John Brevik
winning the Feature race...Many, many thanksto Jim
Cleveland and the late Bob Bergeron for info and photos
used here covering the Bartus involvement in Wisconsin
racing. Also thanksto Gary Hall for 1950sinfo. Moreto
comefrom these gentleman!

Hereandthere... Ty Majeski, Steve Carlson and Brad Powell
all took Featurewinsin NASCAR Late Model competition
herein recent action at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway,
West Salem, WI. For Carlson it waswin number 4 on the
season and you have to figure the team is looking big
picture with an excellent shot at winning the State
Championship for NASCAR worth double the money from
previous seasons as the Madison International Speedway is
now NASCAR sanctioned which increases the
pot...Multiple Feature winner Jerod L oging has been
lending ahand with the Mandi Eckleberg racing effort via
histwo race carsat Lax Fairgrounds. It’ s not exactly how
he' d prefer to be involved in the sport at this point but he's
been forced into a situation of not being able to race dueto
ahighway accident which hasleft him with numerous
injuries. According to Loging progressis slow but he hopes
to get back into arace car in competitionin thefuture. “I’'m
just taking it low, aday at atimereally, but my goal isto
someday get back into arace car.” ...Interesting to noteif
you look through the years how many tracks were built or
had operational changes to put another out of business.
Same holds true for various series and events. History

definitely repeatsitself and it seemswe very seldom learn
fromit... TheMarlin Walbeck Classicwasheld at Dells
Raceway Park here Saturday 6/27 and it was great getting
with family and friendsto celebrate the career of thefirst
true super star of Wisconsin short track racing. Dave
Marcis, Marv Marzofka, Tom Reffner, and my first racing
hero Dick Severson were on hand among the too numerous
to name othersin attendance. Jeff Storm was celebrating the
occasion aswell as he picked up the 60 lap (Two 30 lap
segments, 30 being Walbecksrace car number) Featurewin
hisfirst main event wininthreeyears! All inal afun
evening with some racing thrown in to boot! The Jim Back

Memorial will be next up at Dellsfor the CWRA group and
that will occur September 26". .. Marshfield Motor
Speedway, Marshfield, WI., will also be holding aBack
Memorial sanctioned by CWRA, the date for that event
being July 10™... The CWRA Dick TrickleMemorial isset for
July 30" at that track...

News, notes and commentswelcometo Dale P. Danielski at
Starmaker Multimedia967 10" AveN Ste A, Onalaska, Wi
54650, at 608-783-5827,608-518-2478, or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com,

www.starmakermultimedia.com

-

Publishers note from page 3

offered local drivers and travelers the chance compete
against each other. Therulesfor the eventswere similar,
but not identical for the local cars and the travelers.
Cedar Lake Speedway held its annual Masters event
with UMP Late Models and the USMTS Modifieds,
while Elko Speedway hosted the third version of the
ScottKingery Memorial.

The Masters at Cedar Lake had alarge contingent of
local Modified racers on hand to take on the USMTS
travelers, whilethelocal Late Models had just afew.
There was atime when most of the local driverswould
stay home in this areawhen USMTS came to town, but
that has now changed. The local rules are different than
USMTS, but many local drivers haverealized they can
compete against the travelers. When it comes to the
UMP Late Models, many of thelocal driversmight feel
like they are bringing aknife to agun fight. Thedirt Late
Modelsin our areaall have steel engine blocks, whereas
the top UM P teams have aluminum blocks. A huge
congratulations goes out to local racer Mike Nutzmann;
number one for attempting the show on just his second
weekend out, and two for racing hisway into the show
on Saturday night. Saturday’s L ate Model field had
enough carsto require a B-Feature and Mike moved
forward through the field with a steel block car and took
second place, transferring to the main event. Looks like
theknife did pretty well in the gun fight.

The Kingery race had anumber of local drivers show up
that had only previously raced a handful of times so far

Left photo - Local racer Mike Nutzmann raced his way in to the Summer Nationals i—lell Tour
main event at Cedar Lake Speedway during the Masters. Right photo - Ted Reuvers picked up the
win in the Scott Kingery Memorial race at Elko Speedway.

this season. This year’s event also had two travelers
from Wisconsin that decided to join in on the fun. Jason
Thomaand Mark Deporter made thetrek up astheir
hometrack (Jefferson Speedway) had their division
scheduled off for the night. While the rules between
Elko and Jefferson aren’t identical, they are close
enough the drivers can compete against each other.
Heck, the two tracks (Elko and Jefferson) evenrun a
different brand of tire, but these two driversfound a
way to travel to the event. Unfortunately, Thoma blew
up in practice. Deporter ran the main event and nearly
cracked the top ten. The winner of thisyear’ s Kingery
Memorial wasalocal driver (Ted Reuvers). Tedisalocal
driver, but has chosen not to race every weekend this
year, even though his car meetsall of thelocal track
rules.

Again, there are many factors that determine how often
somebody is going to race. Rules are just one piece of
the puzzle, but they sure don’t appear to be a deal
breaker these days.

Andfinally, whilewe are speaking of Mike Nutzmann,
the quote of the month goes to one of his crew
members. After racing hisway into the main event at the
Masters, Mike was discussing the changes needed to
the car to keep it from bouncing through the corners.
Thetrack had afew rough spotsfollowing rain earlier in
the day. One of the crew members came forward and
said, “I know how to keep the car from bouncing. Quit
driving through the holes.”

sPEFDWAY
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By Stan Meissner

Cedar L ake Speedway will be
hosting the World of Outlaws
Sprint Car seriesfor two
consecutive nightson July 11-12,
2015. A preliminary night featuring
theUMSSon July 10will provide
three great nights of Sprint Car
racing. Although some might
consider thisafirst for the western
Wisconsin speed bowl two-day
Outlaw shows are not
unprecedented. Cedar Lake hosted
atwo-day World of Outlaws event
onJuly 10-11, 1988, with Jeff
Swindell taking thewin on Friday
and Steve Kinser capturing the
Saturday night Main Event. 1989
saw the Outlawsreturn to CLStwo
separate times in the same season,
Jac Haudenschild won on May 1
and Bobby Davis Jr. won on July
10. In 1993 Dave Blaney won on
both May 9 and July 12.

2015 World of Outlaws Preview

wins), Shane Stewart (4),
Kerry Madsen, Brad Sweet (3)
and Joey Saldana (1) through
June?25.

410 Sprint Carracingis
stronger than ever this year
and drivers not traveling with
the Outlaws have also won
World of Outlawsraces
during thisfirst half of the
season. Drivers not touring
with the Outlaws who have
won so far in 2015include
Terry McCarl, BrianBrown,
TimKaeding, RicoAbreu,
Christopher Bell and Dale
Blaney. McCarl, Brown, and
Kaeding represent the NSL,
Abreu and Bell are both
young talents that split their
time between Sprintsand
Midgets and Blaney isa
perennial All Star Champion.
Rico Abreu and Brian Brown

Cedar Lake eventually settled into

one annual World of Outlaws race typically held on the
second Monday after the Fourth of July weekend. Monday
nights prevailed with the exception of 2006 when the now
defunct NST appeared at CL Sand in 1996 when fanswaited
out arain delay and ended up returning for a Tuesday race.
The CLStrack prep crew did everything in their power to get
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the 1996 show in and if memory serves me racing began
close to midnight but afinal downpour pushed the show
back to Tuesday. CL S switched the night of their World of
Outlaws race to Sunday in 2007 as an encore to their annual
Firecracker whereit remained until thisyear’ stwo-day
show.

TheIRA hasgiven their drivers
the Outlaw Showdown weekend
off leaving them freeto race with
the Outlaws at CL S and several
other top drivers are showing
this race weekend on their
schedulesaswell. It'sgreat for
the Cedar Lake fansto havelocal
driversto cheer for but when the
Outlaws come to town they are
the headliner and 2015 has been
an exciting season so far for the
World of Outlaws. Asof this
writing Donny Schatz had won
anincrediblefive straight World
of Outlaws features starting with
a 15 lap late night fogged out
affair at Knoxvilleand aHusets
win later that same day. Schatz
added winsat Granite City, River
Citiesand Dakota State Fair
Speedway before giving way to
Brad Sweet at Michigan's196 on
June 24. Thetop fivein Outlaw
pointsinclude Donny Schatz (16

are both scheduled to

competeat Cedar Lakealong
with defending |RA Championand multi time Cedar Lake
winner Bill Balog.

The Outlaw Shootout kicks off on Friday night July 10 with
the UM SSwinged 360 Sprints, the UM SS Traditional (non-
wing) Sprintsand the NASCAR Midwest Modfieds. On
Saturday night both UM SS 360 winged and Traditional
Sprintswill be running as support classes with the World of
Outlaws. Sunday night will feature the final night of the
World of Outlaws with the A-Maods as the support class.

Not only will Sprint Car fans be able to see some great
racing but thereis camping available at the track and area
campgrounds. Check cedarlakespeedway.com, and email/
call thetrack for availability as campsites on the Speedway
grounds for The Outlaw Showdown are paid spotsin
anticipation of alarge crowd. Sprint Car fanswho pay
attention to the Late Models can vouch for the great time
that everyone has at CL S multi day shows such as the USA
Nationalsin August and Legendary 100 in September.
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wwww.speedtalkon1360.com

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.fachook.com/themidwestracingconnection

@MidwestRace

wwww. youtube.com/theracingconnection
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Short Track Buzz

Make sure to check out www.shorttrack.buzz between issues of The Midwest Racing Connection for additional interviews with short track personalities

Pure Stock racer Krysta Swearingen discusses her careerin -~ Did you go right from quarter
racing and her involvement with the Autism Speaks group midgets to Pure Stocks?

L
and a special event they have planned for this year at Red In between quarter midgets and Al e L plmie"
Cedar Speedway. pure stocks | raced a4-cylinder — 4—-——I—P—:.‘-1._ HH E

hornet for one year at the track ¥ i :‘ﬂ !ﬂ!z :;..3 i) |

Where did you start your racing career? formally knownKopellah - 2 -

| beganracingin 1996 at Elko Speedways quarter midget Speedway. | thought my racing 5 L - AT T
track. | started when | was 6 and raced until | had to “retire”  career was going to end there it p— i

at the age of 16. During those years | accomplished many because | knew | wasn't very
feature wins and 3 points championships. We traveled all interested in keeping the
over the states competing with other drivers and meeting hornet. Then at the end of the
great people. | would have to say starting with Quarter

Midgets was the best choice my dad made for me. Continued on page 16

Stan Megissner photo L & A :, .
e p— = I Cane L v iﬁf 3 L e e N
Left photo - 1996 was the World of Outlaws only Tuesday night show. The race was scheduled for Monday but a downpour caused a
lengthy delay with racing not starting until around midnight. This rainbow appeared over the Speedway after the first downpour. A
second downpour after the track had been worked in resulted in the racing being postponed until Tuesday evening. Mark Kinser won on

Tuesday July 9, 1996. Right photo - Green Mamba pilot Doug Rose: Original member of the " Last American Heroes' Club

A large field of Great Northern Sportsman Series and Big 8 Late Model drivers shared the bill for
this years running of the Salute to America Night at Madison I nternational Speedway.
(Mark Melchiori photos)
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A toug night for o McVitt t rIIing in hot Iapat Rice Lake Speedw Madison NASCAR Late Model racer Jeremy Miller
Amber Halverson photo TJ Harron photo

Kaukauna's Paul Parker has made the long haul for al CLS Dash events
Shawn Swanstrom photo
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The Fabulous Hudson Hornet on display at the MSRA Back to the 50's show ' Hog Wash 200 winners at ckfrd Speedway
Brewster Baker photo Jimmy Ambruoso photo
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Jefferson regular Mark Deporter brought hIS El Cam| no to El ko Speedway
Martin DeFries photo
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Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman photo

A close call for Cody Kippenhan at Rockford Speedway
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

Quarter Midget action in the Cedar Lake Arena
Kris Peterson photo

3-WI de actlon in the Power Stock d|V|sron at Elko Speedway
Martin DeFries photo

Ryan Goldade and Robert Hansberry in Madison Sportsman action
TJ Harron photo
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FOR RESERVED I:IHFIIIE OR TIIII[TS, VISIT OR CALL: USA Nationals Past Winners:
Billy Maoyer 1997  Rick Aukland 2006  Scott Bloomguist

1988
Www.CedarlakeSpeedway.Com 1= Enves  dom  Sootseemust 2000 Sootmbmne

1991 Rick Aukland 2000  Davey Johnson 2009 Jimmy Mars
ﬂ E E_qnls Hl N 1992 Billy Moyer 2001  DaleMcDowell 2010  ScottBloomquist
1893 Billy Moyer 2002 Rick Eckert 2011 Josh Richards
1994  Jack Boggs 2003  Scoft Bloomguist 2012  Darrell Lanigan
ATTENTION DRIVERS: For event details visit event page at “ 1995  Jack Boggs 2004  Brian Birkhoter 2013 Tim McCreadie
www.cedarlakespeedway.com or call 651-245-2298, 1996  Jimmy Mars 2005  Dale McDowell 2014 Jimmy Owens
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry

Saturday night tracks in southern Wisconsin and northern
[llinois have taken it on the chin in the past month or so, as
the weather has not cooperated at all for most. Seemslike
forever since | have madeit to a Saturday night show at
Rockford.

Rockford also runs a show for the lower dollar divisionson
Wednesday nights, which have fared much better weather
wise, with two shows completed and one rainout. The
specia “Roadrunner Summer Series’ highlightsthese
shows, but there are plenty of other divisions racing to
entertain.

The“Misfit” divisionis one division that is very interesting
to watch. This division is open to those racing vehicles that
are somewhat “homeless” in that it consists of race vehicles
that are not raced on aregular basis anywhere around much
anymore. Mini-Champs, Rascal outlaw cars, Allison Legacy
cars and anything without a“home” can run. All run
together, but are scored separately in fendered and non-
fendered divisions. Tim Roach, Vern Brown, and Jason Dull
are the frontrunnersin the open wheeled division, usually.
Jason also races an American Short Tracker car here on
Saturdays, and is known to competein any kind of car, on
any surface.

Niceto see Curt Nighswonger back out racing again on
Wednesdays in the Roadrunner division. Curt is another
driver who will racein any event at any time, at least asfar
as finances permit. The people that racein these so called
lower divisions put as much heart and effort into their racing
program as any other divisions, and it is nice to see them
spotlighted.

The Winged Women On Wheels division has been
dominated by apair of racerswho call Slinger their home
track, Heather Stark and Nikki Mueller. Tami Bielefeldt and
Tracy Wallin have madethemwork for it, however.

The Vores Cup four cylinder series made avisit to Madison
International Speedway, and the locals pretty much
dominated the travelers. Kyle Stark dominated here and the
next night at the Dells Raceway Park. He has won races
pretty much all over the country, which leads me to wonder
if anyone knows how many features he has won in afour
cylinder car over thelast 12-13 years? Might be awintertime
job for meto add them all up.

Some had better fortunes than other. Central Wisconsin
racer Josh Klopotek had to rush to get ready for timetrials,
saying, “|1 brought both 14” and 15" tires, not knowing what
would work for me. | practiced with the 15" and found that

was amistake, so | bolted on the 14" and found out that one
of them had aleak at the valve stem.” He madeit out in time
for timetrials, but had further misfortune later when his car
broke two bolts off from the bellhousing, ending his night.
His car was purchased along with atwin car for only $1,500
fromaseller in lowa, and was previously raced on the dirt.
Josh drives one car and another is driven by teammate Phil
Prahl. Josh formerly did alot of weekly racing at thetracks
near his home, but is gearing towards running more enduro
events lately, saying, “ Tracks are not running weekly so
much in our area. Golden Sandsonly haslike six races
scheduled, so | know | will get plenty of lapsin running the
enduros.”

Merek Pankow had never raced on the half-mile here, but
has done some racing on large tracks, as he had run at
LaCrosse during Oktoberfest last year. He did quite well for
hisfirst time onthetrack, placing fifth.

Phil Malouf isanother racer who pretty much goes wherever
he can to race, and was thrashing on his car prior to the
event, believing that an engine sensor was causing the car
to run poorly during hot laps. He was running around to
local parts storesto try to find the offending part, finally
getting the car running well by featuretime, coming from the
back of the pack to finish third.

| recently had achanceto talk to NASCAR late model racer
Kevin Knuese. Kevin hasrun here weekly for awhile now,
keeps his car looking sharp, and is great with the fans.
Kevin started racing in 1998 at Columbus 151 Speedway ina
hobby stock car he got from hisfriend, Jon Minor. “It
wasn’'t the greatest or fastest car,” Stated Kevin, “But |
learned alot from that car and from Jon. Heisareally great
guy who helped me out so much. “Now | went from that one
car to alate model and also own two trucks, one for me and
onethat Tommy Pecaro races some.”

| continue to be impressed by Ty Majeski. By now, most
peoplein the Midwest are familiar with thisyoung driver, as
heismaking anamefor himself by winning in various cars
and tracks. He wasthe ARCA Midwest Tour championin
2014, and also racesaNASCAR late model at LaCrosse, as
well as various super late shows. He won the first round of
thetriple crown challenge series at MIS, which was noted to
be hisvery first feature win at the track. Keep an eye out on
Ty! Younameit, hewill winwithit!

The Badgerland Challenge brought out many new carsto
MIS. Thisevent is a cooperative effort amongst MIS,
Jefferson and Slinger. One event at each track for June, July,
and August. L ate models and sportsman cars compete for
the overall title amongst the event at each track.

An interesting cross-section of cars was on hand at MIS.
Several competitorsfrom the af orementioned trackswere on
hand, somelikely for thefirst time. Dale Nottestad
squelched the hopes of the visitors, as he scored an
absolute clean sweep in the late models. Thisincludes fast
time, dash, heat and feature wins. Hard to do!

Ryan Goldade had pretty much owned the sportsman
division here thisyear, winning every feature ran. Jason
Thoma has run exceptionally strong everywhere he has
been the past couple of years, and certainly wasn't any
dower here, as he broke the track record in qualifying, then
won the dash and the feature, missing only a clean sweep
by finishing second in his heat.

Bobby Gash 11 made the long trip from the Chicago areato

compete in the sportsman division. | believe heisaregular
at llliana, so he made quite atrip to compete. It was also nice
to see drivers such as Peter Gillis, Terry Wangsness, Adam
Bleskan, MikeWinters, Tim Coley and Chad Smithracing.

Madison recently played host to the Big 8 Late Model
series, aswell asthe Great Northern Sportsman Series, and
the“Dash” cars, which are basically modified four cylinder
cars, both front and rear wheel drive.

All of the racing was good, but probably the one that
topped them all wasthe four cylinder qualifier race. Bobby
Selsing Jr., Greg Dimaggio, Derek Bettenhausen and a
couple of other cars diced and bobbed and weaved and
raced sometimes four wide as the lead constantly changed
hands during the event. Bettenhausen came from the back
towin therace that had the fans cheering wildly. I'd call it
amongst the best races I’ ve ever seen, and that is alot of
them! Derek told me prior to the racing tonight that he did
not race at all last year, and thisisthe first this season. “I'm
going to try to get more practice nightsin and put more time
in on the car. I’ ve just been so busy landscaping, it's hard
tofindtime.”

Alex Papini ran off withthewininthedivision with his
UncleKeélly Evink’ sAmerican Short Tracker car from
Rockford. After doing aburnout celebration, he said, “I'd
liketothank Kelly for letting medrivethecar, it was alast
minute thing, | don’t know anything about these cars, it'sall
them” (crew). It looksto melike he can race and win with
any type of car.

Dave Trutetook thewinin the GNSSfeature. Daveis
dominant at hishometrack, Dells Raceway Park, and
showed his abilities here. The aforementioned Jason Thoma
had at one point taken the lead, only to have a caution put
him back behind another competitor who chose to use his
mirror to keep Jason in check. Trute snuck by for the lead
and win. Asfor Thoma, heisavery clean and fast racer who
does not get into people. He could very easily have moved
the offending car or wrecked him, but he chose not to. I’ ve
always respected Jason as both a person and aracer, and
thisjust elevated his status even more. | talked with him
prior to the racing, asking about his sometimes dominating
performances, and he quietly said, “We work on this car all
thetime, it’sour passion. | just loveracing at MIS.”

| had achanceto talk to sportsman racer Peter Gillis. Heis
known as“ Peter Plaid” as the number twenty-one on his car
isdone up in plaid, something a bit unusual. Asked about
how this cameto be, hereplied, “I waslooking for
something in the number to go along with one of my
sponsors on the hood, who has alumberjack with aflannel
shirt, so | told Nick Wendt at AOK signswhat | wanted, and
he came up with the plaid. Randy Kamenick, the announcer
at Jefferson then came up with the nickname and it stuck.”
Peter started racing last year with this same car, racing first
at Jefferson and then at Columbus 151, where hewon his
first career race one night during a heat. He spoke of his
improvement latein the year, saying, “ Thelast race at
Columbuslast year | led the feature race for something like
twenty laps. If it would have been the normal distance, |
would have won it, but they ran extended laps that night,
and they went by me at the end.” His car isan old hobby
stock car that they updated to sportsman specs. When
asked about his previous racing experience prior to 2014, he
said, “If you count racing go-karts 16-18 years ago, that

Going In Circles continued on page 16
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Racing Nuggets

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman

Ever since my husband, Toby was diagnosed with
colorectal cancer and had histwo surgeriesto eradicateit, |
have found myself with a new perspective on life. Anyone
who has had their life touched by cancer would likely tell
you the samething. Your priorities shift. | think it'sonly
natural when you have the realization of just how precious
thetimeyou aregiveninthislifeis.

This month marks the one year anniversary since we were
delivered that dreaded news that Toby had cancer. A lot

has changed in that year. Welook at everything differently.

| left radio, and ultimately returned to it again, working for a
former“competitor.”

Competitor. That word carriesalot of emotion for us. It's
funny, because in business, I’ ve never allowed myself to
become too wrapped up with “the competitor,” becauseit’s
just ajob after all. Likearacer, | try to hold my lane and not
mirror-drivelife. | don'tlivetowork. | work tolive.

The new job with KQ98 has afforded me the opportunity to
spend more time with Toby—and going to more raceswith
him too. Toby isone of those people that live to work—
because hiswork iswhat drives him to live. Anyonewho
knows him knows he | S a competitor to the bone, even

though he's not the one
behind the whedl each
week. That seriousface

that often seems to have a ; -t

permanent scowl; alook
that several havetold me .
scares them, so they’re too
afraidtotalk to him.

He' sacompetitor for sure.
And over the course of this
last year, it would seem

that he has thrown himself
EVENHARDERintohis B e
career inracing. I’ mnot '
sureif it’'s because its how

he has chosen to deal with é:_;rj:' O
the new-found reality that )

lifeisindeed so short. He o

Competitor to the Core

it

P i '
Foimmaiat =y el

doesn’t talk about that
specifically. Based upon
my own observations, I'd
venture a guess that that is

Toby and Ty pondering final adjustments prior to qualifying
at the All Star 100 at Rockford Speedway

(Doug Hornickel photo)

the case.

I’ ve been to more races, outside of the home track for us—
La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway—in this past year, and so
has Toby. It'sbeen afull schedule every week, with
multipleracesat different tracks.

This has also been the most rewarding stretch in Toby’s
career too—and he' s had alot of success with many
drivers, such as Steve Hol zhausen, Dick Trickle, Tony
Raines, Scott Hansen, Andy Burgess, Charlie Menard,
Steve Carlson, hisbrother Kevin Nuttleman, Emily Sue
Steck, RebeccaKasten, Paige Decker, and now Ty Majeski.

If you ask Toby, he'll tell you that thisteam with Majeski is
the best team that he' s been a part of, because it’s the
perfect storm of passionate people that are making it fun.

The car owners, Brad and Nancy Mannstedt, who own the
superlate cars that they run for ARCA Midwest Tour, and
other special events, aswell as Jon Kastenschmidt, who
owns the TUNDRA superlate that they also use for the Red,
White & Blue series at Kaukauna. And then there’ s Johnny

Gilbertson and C& C Motorsports (Chris& Craig Johnson),
who own the NASCAR late model that they runat La
Crosse Speedway. They are honestly, the most passionate
and engaged car owners that are true competitorsin their
ownright. They all wanttowin. They all LIVEtowin.

It'sarecipe for success, when you throw in asolid crew,
comprised of guys who also have a dedication and desire to
win, and | haven't even really touched on the fact that the
driver that pilots all of the carsthat Toby prepares—Ty
Majeski—is cut from the same cloth ashim. They never
stop talking about what can be done to make a car better—
even after winning arace.

| can’t help but think that this past year has solidified the
entire team because of the reality check we all had when
Toby got the news of his cancer. People are the driving
force behind every successful venture. The passion has
been contagious. Passionate and caring people are virtually
unstoppable when they work asateam. Thisteamis
definitely making their mark, and | feel lucky to have afront
row seat towatch it al unfold.

- &

Upcoming Events

Annual Picnic and Exhibition Race at
Cedar Lake Speedway on August 8th

Dakota County Fair display in Dakota
City during the fair Aug. 10" -16"
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Dirty Talkin'

Kris Peterson

Quarter Midget racing isagreat way for kidsto get their feet
wet and learn many different things about racing. Quarter
Midget racingisfor kidsfrom 5-16 yearsold.

There are two clubsin the areawhere children can get their
startinracing. St. Croix Valley Quarter Midget Association
raceson thedirt at Cedar L ake Speedway in New Richmond,
WI and Minnesota Quarter Midget Racing Association
raceson the asphalt at Little Elko Speedway in Elko, MN.
There are several familiesthat race at both tracks with both
clubs.

Quarter Midget racing
teaches kids the basics of
oval and short track racing
giving them the skillsand
knowledge to moveinto
all different classes of
racing. Many NASCAR
greatsincluding Jeff
Gordon and Ryan
Newman got their startsin
Quarter Midget racing.
They learn car handling
and the setup of arace
car, the different flags and
what each represents.
Thekidslearn
sportsmanship,
responsibility and even
somelifelessonswhile .
racing. Kris Peterson photo
Thefamily involvementin
this sport is second to none and many of these kids have
made friendsfor life and will move on to compete and race
against each other in other classes as they grow and hone
theirracingskills.

Quarter Midget racing can be a great way to involve your
child in a sport they at this point just love to watch or even
are just beginning to show an interest in. Both of the clubs
mentioned above hold arrive and drive weekends where you
can being your child out and for asmall fee usually $8to $10

are able to get your child suited up in the necessary safety
equipment and strapped into areal race car and take some
laps around the track.

If you areinterested in getting your child started come out
and takein arace at either Cedar L ake Speedway Arenaor
Little Elko Speedway. Race Fansarewelcomed with open
arms and spectators at either track do not pay anything for
admission. Check out the websites www.scvgma.com or
www.mgmra.comfor schedulesand moreinformation.

-

CLS announcer Chris Stepan interviews
Rodney Sanders (left photo) after sweeping
the UMSTS portion of the Masters Weekend.
Jason Feger (top) and Jimmy Mars (bottgrm)
picked up UMP Summer Nationals Hell Tour

205 Sacors Bkt

~
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Short Track Buzz from page 8

season racing banquet afamily friend, Rick Kobs, asked
what my planswere for the upcoming season. | told him that
it didn’'t look like much and that’ swhen he offered me a
Monte Carlo to build into arace car. Getting to build that car
from the bottom up was the best time I’ ve ever had.

You're engaged to ancther racer (Dustin Doughty). Unlike
Ricky & Danica, you both seem to race towards the front
of the pack.

Haha yes, we both have avery competitive spirit on the
track. When that green flag drops he's just another
competitor. Off thetrack isadifferent story. Wedon't let
racing ever get in the way of our relationship. Because we
are both so passionate about this sport we support each
other every step of the way. Over the past 4 years | have
learned alot about my car and how to maintain it because of
Dustin. Hereally pushes me to get under the hood and
work.

Krysta & Dustin battling
on the track
(Jerry Zimmer photo)

Last year at the Legendary 100, you were both involved in
an incident on the track. Wasthat a tense moment in the
pits at the end of the race?

It was intense in my opinion. We have bumped and passed
one another on the track before but never caused each other
towreck. After therace| definitely avoided his pit area
(right next to mine!) for agood hour. | felt bad but like |
mentioned previously, on the track he'sjust another
competitor.

Your dad (thelegendary “ Dyno” Don Swearingen) has
many years of racing experience. Does he help, or hinder
your racing?

My dad will probably laugh at this answer but | have to be
honest and say both. He has a tremendous amount of
knowledge when it comesto the sport of racing. Heisthe

one who got me on my feet and running well. Without him |
wouldn’t be where | am today. There are some dayswhen
him and Dustin will be working on the car together and dad
wants to do something the “old school” way and Dustin
doesn’t agree because things have changed so much over
the years, but in the end they come to an agreement and my
car isalways excellent. My dad has taught me how to stick
my neck out there for sponsorships, he has taught me how
to watch the track conditions and he has taught me how to
stay tough even when a man who's afoot taller than me
triesto intimidate me off and on the track. | try to always
thank my dad for all of the hard work he has put into our
racing team because without him | couldn’t do what | love
most.

Now switching over to a serious note, how long have you
been involved with the Autism Speaks program?

| have been involved with Autism Speaks organization for 3
years now.

How did your involvement with the
Autism Speaks group come up?

It came about because as a 3rd job of
mine. | wasaPCA, personal care
attendant, for a neighbor who has
autism. | am so fascinated with children
who have autism because they’re just
likeapuzzle, every pieceisdifferent and
ittakesalittletimeto figurethem out. |
then began working at an elementary
school in their autism program. These
kids were so complicated that | loved
going to work each day wondering what
is going to happen next, how can | help
this child learn to do better in school and
be more socially in tune with those
around them. When | decided | wanted
to race for more than just myself | began
to do some research on different
organizations that advocate and support
researching ways to help those with
autism. Autism Speakswasthefirst to really jump out at me.
They have so many fun events around the state and they
are always seeking more help to promote and fund raise. If
anyone is interested in donating to this cause you can go to
walknowforautismspeaks.org, Click donate and ook up my
team using my name, Krysta Swearingen. And if you're
interested in joining my team for thewalk you are more than
wel come to become amember of theteam by going to the
samesite.

What are you hoping to accomplish by combining your
racing effortswith the Autism Awareness program?

My goal is to bring more awareness to those around the
track, and where ever else | bring the car, to autism. | believe
that if people are more educated on what autismis, the
better chances we have to help those who struggle with it.

When and whereisthis
year’ sAutism Awareness

..q.;r"l- F-.:-

ng".F \ .T'..L,n rb:- ﬁ. ‘:.-?";..T.__ :'I'.-

-l ‘| event?

" The event thisyear is at
Red Cedar Speedway on
July 10. Racesbegin at
7:00. http://

redcedar speedway.com/
events.html

Therewill be50/50
drawings, door prizesand
kidbikegive-away.

Going In Circlesfrom page 13

would beit.” The car is unique and he does a great job
racing, and | wish him the best!

Austin Nason took the win in the Big-8 headliner, cruising
past Babby Wilberg, who knows hisway around this place.
Michael Bilderback and Jon Reynolds Jr. finished in third
and fourth, as Rockford regularsfared well here.

I’dliketo congratulate Jim*“ TheJimmer” Lietz on scoring
hisfirst career featurewin in the mini-mod four cylinder
division at State Park Speedway during the running of the
recent Flip Merwin Memorial race. Jim helped meout a
bunch when | raced there, and has a great attitude about
racing and lifein general. I’ ve honestly never seen him any
other way than with abig smile on hisface. Thewhole Lietz
family isatrue credit to the sport of auto racing.

Toby Hess sent me a hote regarding longevity in racing.
Toby said that if he competes in spectator one-on-one
racing this year, he will have done so for the last forty years.
| believe the early 1970’ s Mustang heisracing now isthe
same one he started with, aswell. Congrats, Toby!

Props also go out to L afayette County Speedway promoter
Jason Udelhofen. Jason not only does a great job of
promoting theraces at LCS, but also findsthetimeto racea
late model at Dubuque on Sunday nights. Jason is atrue
hands-on promoter, always has time to help anyone, answer
questions and inquiries and anything anyone needs. His
efforts are paying off with nice increases in the car counts
there, especially in the sportmod division. It doesn’t matter
what divisionyou racein at LCS, Jason isthere to make
your experience the best he can.
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In Memory of Sam Bartus

Sam Bartus (pictured center between Gregg
McKarns and Phil Bickley at Madison

- International Speedway) recently passed away.
Ww Sam was a pioneer in Wisconsin asphalt
P racing. Bartus was known for his expertise in
] L - promoting racing events and his outlandish

dress attire. Sam also organized the
construction of several of the asphalt tracks
that are running to this day in Wisconsin,
along with helping to make many Wisconsin
drivers household names.
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FOREIGN & num&sﬂc nmun SINCE 1957

FHAREKS

TOWING & REPAIR, INC.

oifice 952.469.3182
s 952.469.7724

20152 Kenrick Avenus - Lake wn'e. M 55&“'

R:;tmlr‘ihn

Mupedd s
Tmpoomd Lot

Mo oS30
A AT

wwi MAREKSTOWINGANDREPAIR . com

T~
) ’.‘@@A\ . ) i
RaceFab

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts
LaCrosse, WI
www.dcaracefab.com

ADVANCE

BODIES ATT

p1262.877.2171 © O 0

Turtle’ S

BARZ GRILL

waraa: L

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

=, Hillside

[
+* " Drywall
Shakopee, MN

612-812-0278

FEATHERLIT,

I-90 and Hwy. 162 Bangor, W1 54614-0409
800-562-0907

657-346—7799

www.r edlinegr aphics.net

1525 N.Stoughton Rd. Weekday Lunch specials

Madison WI 53704 Breakfast

608.244.4004 Saturday & Sunday
MOTORSPORTS

MARHKETING TOOLS

Multimedia (e |

www.stermakermuitimedia.com

Sponsorship Packages
DVD VMarketing Packages
Star Cards » Consulling

Dale P Danielski
dale@starmakermultiimedia.com

608.783.5827 s er"i ces

S VLS OV

RACE FUELS
RED WING, MN

1-800-630-9666

www.wilsonoilcompany.com

= ——E
L7 THEHM

AS

www.aRaceWorthWinning.org

1110 Pearl SL
Bangor, Wi 54614
§71-460-1211

m Pt N
n - &7

www*wetirsnlashlue.cam m

@MidwestRace

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection

wwww. youtube.com/theracingconnection

You




Justice Brothers
products provide superior
protection for all of your favorite
extreme big-boy toys! By reducing friction
and wear, keeping fuel systems clean
and protecting engines against acid and
corrosion, Justice Brothers additives will
ensure that your toys run at peak power
and performance, providing maximum
enjoyment! Wether you ride for sport or for
recreation, don't start that engine without
Justice Brothers protection!

www.justicebrothers.com

* Justice Brothers Engine Tune Up
* Justice Brothers Fuel Injection System Cleaner
» Justice Brothers Gear Qil Treatment
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e NECK

MATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

ALL THE PARTS YOUR CAR WILI EVER NEED

wWww.rockavto.co




