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Dan Plan

I’ ve been fortunate enough to attend several of the bigger
short track events in our area of the country over the past
40 years. Onethat I’ ve always read about, but never had the
chance to seein person, isthe IMCA Super Nationals at
Boone Speedway in Boone, IA. That all changed this year.
With an extraday off from my “real job” already scheduled
for the Tuesday following Labor Day, the intent was to go
to bed early on the evening of Labor Day, and catch up on
my rest. Well, that never seems to happen.

The wheels started turning on Labor Day morning about
heading out to the races on Monday night. Unfortunately,
most tracks that had planned on running within afew hours
of home had recevied alot of rain overnight, and were
forced to cancel their Labor Day shows. Then theidea hit

If you haven't heard of the Super Nationals before, it'sa
marathon event. Our own Stan Meissner refers to the event
asa“Madified and Stock Car orgy.” Seemsfitting. There
were over 800 cars at the track. The program starts each day
at 2:00pm and runswell into the eveing for six days straight.
Y ou heard meright, six consectuive days. Now | consider
myself adie hard race fan, but I'm not sureif | could makeit
through every race, every day for amost an entire week, but
there are many that do. | just recently sat through 2 nights
of 6-7 hour shows, and that was too much for me. | can only
image how tired the people that work at the track are by the
end of the week. Just think of the flag man. Even if they
went all week without acaution, he (or she) had to wave the
flag about a thousdand times.

While the event lasts six days, we were only to make it to
the opening day, and only half of the program at that.
Although we had to leave before the party started in the
campground, the portion of the show we witnessed was well
worth seven-hour, round trip drive. Of the three divisions
that raced on Labor Day (Late Models, Sport Mods and
Hobby Stocks) the Late Models had the lowest car count
with “only” 41 cars on hand. The Sport Mods checked in
right around 170 and Hobby Stocksat 150. Simply amazing
car counts. The main event for the night was the Late Model
feature and we were able to see Jeff Aikey win his4" title,
tying Gary Webb'srecord.

Now if the car counts from Monday wereimpressive, later in
theweek, 277 Modifieds and 176 Stock Cars showed up to
race. Man, that’salot of racing.

continued on page 8
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
State Park Speedway tried to run their season championship
race event on their traditional Thursday night slot just
before Labor Day, however, rains washed the event out, so

it was decided to run on Sunday evening, which was a much
nicer evening.

The super late model division would come down to a points
battle between M.G. Gajewski, whowon the 2006 title here,
andMark Mackesy, whowontitlesin 2013, 2011, 2009, 2008.
Goingintothefinal feature event, Gajewski heldaslimlead,
working out so that even if Mackesy won, Gajewski could
finish second and still get thetitle. If therewas acar
finishing between the pair, the title would go to Mackesy.
Mackesy actually passed Gajewski during the feature, but
Gajewski finished second to grab thetitle. Tucker Miller was
chasing the duo down, but ran out of laps, finishing third.
Tucker aso announced that thiswould be hislast racein a
super late model, stating that the cost is just too much for
him. | am hoping that he races something in some division,
which | think hewill. Heisatalented driver and has agreat
personality to go along with it. Seems he always has a big
smileon hisface. That is how it should be. He did grab one
featurewin thisyear. Gajewski won only one feature, but
was very consistent, whereas Mackesy had a couple of
nights of bad luck, but still won three features.

Likewise, in the Mini-Mods, the points came down to the
final night, where Michael Heidemann had to finish with one
car between him and leader Brad Conant to win thetitle.
Again, Heidmann won, but Conant finished a close second
to gain thetitle. Conant won only one feature, but again,
was consistent throughout.

Thetitlein the pure stocks was settled early, with Tim
Nawrocki clinching thetitle basically by being there. Tim
won only one feature this season here, but was near the
front every week to gain thetitle, which is his ninth overall
between here and Tomahawk. Five here, and four at
Tomahawk.

The mini-stockstitle was clinched by Dillon Mackesy, who
also had it won beforehand. Dominant this season, he won
the first two features of the season to build up a point lead,
and never let it escape his grasp.

Natalie Decker dominated thelimited late models, towinthe
title. She won five features on her way to winning thetitle.
Shejoins mini-stock racer Mariah Gajewski asthe only two
ladiestowintitleshere, if | am not mistaken.

The Bandolero title was on by Derek Kraus, who won three
featuresthisyear. He was also the 2013 champion here.

Niceto seelimited latemodel driver Putch Bentley makethe

tripdownfromIronRiver,
Michigan. Putch usually
likesto travel abit to
race. He said that his
work haskept himfrom
getting to race much this
year, having only raced
at Marquette, Mich. a
couple of timesprior to
tonight.

M|arl1 Melchiori photo®

1‘

The points battle for the
late model division at the
Columbus151 Speedway
came down to two
veterans, Don Gaserude
and Ron Bishofberger. Not really a surprise, asthese two
have exchanged championships in each of the last four
years. Gaserude had a decent point lead going into the
night, and while Bishofberger won, Gaserude also had a
strong run to insure him of thetrack titlein 2014.

Steven Sauer simply dominated the street stock division,
winning five features during the year, which included three
clean sweeps. He also set fast time on all but about two
occasions, proving that he was just as fast at qualifying as
racing.

Chester Williams had the hobby stock track title sewed up
after setting fast time during qualifying on the final night,
albeit with alittle drama, as his car erupted in smoke after his
first timed lap. Heborrowed the car of fellow competitor Jim
Wolf to run the feature.

Keith Erickson had a great season in the Bandit division,
leading the points from the get-go this year. He won four
features during the year and was always up near the front
when the checkerswaved. He had stiff competition from
Jeremy Bredeson and two-time defending track champ Jamie
Kohn, but Keith got it done.

Andy Ward backed his way to the backup division track
championship, winning four feature events by driving faster
inreverse than hisfellow reverseracers.

On the final night of the season, it was good to see the
af orementioned Putch Bentley once again makethetrip
down to race at Columbus, something he usually does at

Columbus Late Model champion
Don Gaserude

least once ayear. Thisisan old school thing, seems people
don't travel far like that any more for weekly shows. Also
niceto see 2003 Bandit track champion Brian Paulson back
once again in that division.

At the Rockford Speedway, championswere crowned for all
Saturday divisions on September 6th. In the late model
division, Jon Reynolds Jr. edged out defending champion
Alex Papini to winthe 2014 crown. DanaCzach took home
the Rookie-Of-The-Y ear honors. Reynolds alluded to the
fact that it is pretty neat to find al the continuation of the
generations racing here, as
Reynolds, Papini, Czach, Ricky
Bilderback and many moreare
followingintheir father’'s
footstepsin racing at the track.

Brett McCoy won the
championshipin the Grand
National Sportsmandivision,
and he had an interesting chat
with announcer Eric Huenefeld
afterward, saying, “| appreciate
all of the fans coming out to
watch us race, whether you
loveme or boo me, | still
appreciate you.” Of course,
someone had to loudly boo
him injest, to which he pointed
to the “heckler” and said,
“Hey, | loveyou, too!” Nick

L etsinger took homethe ROY
honors for the division.

Kelly Evink had a decent point lead over defending
champion Nick CinaJr. inthe American Short Tracker
division, and took home the feature win over Cinaon
championship night to seal the deal. Kelly said that he
thought it was about seven years since he had raced
weekly, so he came back strongly! Jason Halbrader was
namedROY .

Bobby Frisch needed to basically stay out of trouble in the
Roadrunner feature to win the title over Wednesday night
champ Dennis Smith Jr. Smith was the one who had
troubles, dropping out of the event early, so Bobby had a
little breathing room. Thiswas histhird championship and it
also came about on his birthday! Trevor Robinson took
home the challenge seriestitle, where adifferent “ challenge’
event isrun each week, including the outhouse race, hare-n-
hound race, plywood race and more. Trevor plansto race a
sportsman car in 2015.

Going In Circles continued on page 17
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Stan Meissner

Retirement has been a hot topic in Sprint Car racing this
season. Steve Kinser's “ Salute to the King” tour has been
at the forefront with presentations and ceremonies at every
stop on thetour. Kinser left Cedar Lake with an 8x10 of his

2010 Bass Pro Shopsride motoringdown the CLS
backstretch. | walked away from the encounter with an
autographed duplicate. It didn’t quite measure up to a
gold watch but | think that the King liked the shot.

Retirement has been a hot topic for me personally as
well. My contemporaries with the required years of
serviceare aready threeyearsin my rear view mirror
and my own retirement is an equal distancein the
future. Yes, | canrelate on asmall scaleto what it
might beliketo follow the Outlaw tour asacard
carrying AARP member. The heat, humidity, grueling
schedule, travel, they would all take abigger toll as
one ages. My first four years with MRC were spent as
awriter who took photos during hot laps. The
subsequent twelve seasons have been spent in the
infield toting a camera. The past couple of seasonsiif
my knee and back could talk they’ d be saying “what
were you thinking when you decided to become a
racing photographer?’ Yes, | can relate to the effects
of age.

In histypical quiet unassuming fashion Sammy
Swindell abruptly retired from racing Sprint Carson
August 25. Sammy said that he would continue to race
inthe Chili Bowl indoor Midget race. Stevesaidin an
interview that he would continue to race on weekends
out of his Bloomington, Indiana, base. Swindell stated

that thiswas his final decision and he would only be racing
the one event as long as heis still competitive and enjoys
doing it. Kinser indicated that he would still be showing up
at some of the big races without making the eastern and
western swings that the WoO is famous for.

No doubt that these were two big retirementsin the racing
world but there were two others that caught my attention as
well. | had achat with IRA flagman Jim Barr at the Jerry
Richert Sr. Memoria and Jim told methat heiswinding his
flagging schedule down. It's hard to pin Jim down on
exactly when hisflagging career will be over but what | got
out of our conversation isthat he's easing himself out of
the flag stand. Jim bought a camper and has been hitting
some of the camping spots in northern Wisconsin. Jim and |
are the same age and | have always enjoyed visiting with
him and wish him well as hisracing schedule winds down.

Another racing retirement, and thisis probably not a
household name for most racing fans, iswriter, historian and
mediamember Tom Savage. TomhailsfromtheSioux Falls
area and has pretty much doneit al inracing media. Savage
has announced races, published papers, hosted television
shows and most recently been a contributor to Flat Out
magazine. Tom’ sfavorite style of writing isto describea
personal experience with aracing personality without
revealing the name of theindividual until the closing
paragraph. Savage wrote that 2014 isthefirst year he has
not attended arace since 1946 and that the next issue of Flat

Johnny Gibsion interviewing Sammy Swindell
at the May 1st 2010 Jackson WoO race.
Chase Viebrock finished out
Saint Croix Valley Raceway’s
JUMSS Traditional Sprint Car
season with a win on Earl
Kouba Memoarial night.
iebrock won three Features on

Y the season in the non-wing cars.

=

Anna Kouba leads Joseph Kouba (outside),
Jimmy Kouba (middle) and Jake Kouba
(inside) during the Earl Kouba Memorial

Stan Meissner photo

Out will carry hisfinal column. Peoplelike Tom Savage have
been my inspiration and | will miss his contributionsto the

sport.

Thiswouldn’t be much of aracing columnif | did not
include someracing. My final racing weekend of the season
consisted of the rescheduled Earl KoubaMemorial at the

The Inside Dirt continued on page 17
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

You can’t help but admire veteran drivers that you can see
“Still haveit”. Twothat | recently saw get wins are Steve
Carlson and Steve Holzhausen a couple veterans that have
received many accoladesin racing and have been at it for
more years than they’ d probably like to admit.

Steve Carlson is Oh! so close to another Championship at
La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway of West Salem, WI, and it
really isn't that difficult to see why. He stays out of trouble,
finishes races and often isfirst across the line. If you keep
your eyes on Carlson throughout a race you can see how
far ahead heislooking. So many driverslook asfar asthe
hood of their car asthey are literally hanging on in trying to
obtain maximum speed. Carlson has his move planned out at
least alap ahead. Y ou’d think with so many variables and
intangibles on the track potentially occurring within alap of
racing that would be impossible to do. Not for the good
onesitisn't. Sitting in the stands at Lax thisyear | pointed
out to folks what Carlson was going to do before he did it.
Upon looking further these folks were amazed at how
accurate | was. I’ m not bragging, and I’ m not the smart one

A Tale of Two Steve's

here, it's Carlson and the consistency
with how and when he makes his
moves to the front of the pack on the
racetrack that is. And if you've seen
him in action as much as | have you
seeit unfold before your eyes. It isn’t
that Carlson hasn’t had quality
competition going after him; it sjust
that time and time again he' s a step
ahead of their every move. Whilethe
group he' sracing with isthinking
about their next move, Carlson’ staken
the spot! It's almost uncanny how
often it happens. Of course nothing
beats laps at different size and
different configured racetracks and -
Carlson has aton of those. Turning
those laps into knowledge and
experience get’s the job done and
that’swhy Carlson, “who still has
it” continues to win and is poised to
grab another Championship herein
2014.

That other Steve, Holzhausen, still has
it aswell and he through the years has
accomplished much the samein the
way of accomplishmentsin racing as
Carlson but inamore methodical way.
If you watch Steve Holzhausen on the 1 iy 1
racetrack especially whileat hisforte of - er %j”l '
alonger length feature, he may just put o
you to sleep. While others are racing
out to huge leads in an event,
Holzhausen bides histimeracing mid-
pack-ish waiting for the right moment
to strike. Just when the driversracing
up front think they have something for
him, maybe even see him up ahead and
think they’ll lap him, he putsitin
another gear. It’'s the Holzhausen gear
and the one almost nobody else has! | was ablerecently to  was going nowhere. Most folks could have made that same
catch Steve H in action at Marshfield Motor Speedway, assumption watching the first 50 laps of the race. But after a
Marshfield, W1, ina100lapraceandit really looked likehe ~ break, it wastime to go and before you could say that was a
nice nap, Holzhausen was up to 3 place. With the early
leaders having little or nothing left at this point Holzhausen
swooped into the lead stretching his margin to whatever he

e

Steve Carlson Trop Arctic 66 sponsored car (top photo)
Steve Holzhausen #78 at Oktoberfest 2000 (bottom photo)

wanted it to be when the checkered flag waved after 100

Dal €'s P| ctures fr om the paSt Iaps. Not aone time occurrence, Hol zhausen has made a

The Lyle Nabbefeldt driven Chicken Coupe race car, which for the first time ever will be at Champions

Reunion VI as part of Oktoberfest, seen herein racetrimin the 1960's. Another car for one of thefirst ) o
stars of Wisconsin racing, Lyle Nabbefeldt, the Tire Town X car (right photo) Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions

continued on page 7

career of racing and winning in this fashion and
consequently after witnessing this action you can say “He
still hasit”.

Of course speaking of Championship drivers Champions
Reunion V1 isbeing held as part of Oktoberfest racing
weekend October 2-5, 2014 at the La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway of West Salem, Wisconsin. The reunion portion
of the program will be held Sunday October 5", from 11am-
2pminthe Hospitality Chalet whichiseast of themain
grandstandsin turn 1.Already even with the event alittle
ways off, agreat line up of drivers hasindicated they will be
on hand. Tom Steuding who raced both on pavement and
dirtisone who will be in attendance. Steuding showed a bit
more prowess on dirt surfaces having won championships
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin’

Jason Searcy

The Power Stock division thisyear provided excitement and
action on aweekly basisat Elko Speedway. Thefinale of
the Power Stock season on September 13th also brought us
race fans drama as two rookies battled for the Points
Championship.

Coming into thefinal night, Nick Oxborough wastheleader,
he won two racesin May and lead points most of the
season, he ended up with three wins at Elko Speedway. He
lead Grant Brown by 4pts, Grant isthe son of four time
Sportsman/Big 8 Champion Doug Brown. Beforetheracesl
talked to Doug about Grant, he said he was proud no matter
what happens, he also said his advice to his 14 yr old son
would be, “driveit likeyou stoleit.”

The heat race saw the two competitors race in the same heat
with Brown finishing just ahead of Oxborough and knocking
the points margin down to two.

A hugefield of 24 cars started the feature event, the winner
of the race gets 51 points, 2nd place 49 and then it goes
down by one point per position after that.

Nick Oxborough started third row outside and Grant Brown
began the race directly behind him knowing not only he
would have to pass hisrival but either he would have to win
or finish more than one position ahead because Oxborough
held the tie breaker with those three wins.

Veteran racer Tom Quade held the early lead then Dusty
Mann driving the Ricky Martin car that won all those figure

N
/«‘Lh mplonsh

Martin DeFries photo

8 championships at Raceway Park stuck to the bottom and
took over on lap 6 of the 20 lap shootout, he would later win
therace. Theracing up front was exciting but the drama
was the battle for the Championship as Oxborough wasin
5th and Brown got pushed back to 8th.

Both drivers narrowly avoided disaster during the race, the
actionwaswild just in front of Oxborough as Taylor
Goldman had contact and spun coming into corner number
four then on the restart Shawn Prins was bumped and did a
360 rightin front of theentirefield. Brown thentook
advantage on the next restart, he darted inside and passed
Oxborough for the third position but time was running out,
he needed help and got it from Paul Hamilton who passed
Oxborough dropping him back to fifth meaning the two
rookiesweretied for the pointslead on the white flag lap.
Brown was two car lengths behind Cole Neisius for second,
Neisius slipped coming out of turn four and Brown got to
his back bumper right as they crossed the Checkers, one
more lap and things could’ ve been different.

Oxborough held on to finish fifth in the race, two positions
and two points behind Brown, securing the Points

Championship by the narrowest of margins. After afull year
of racing both driverstied with 922 points, Oxborough won
the Championship on atie-breaker due to his 3 winsduring
the season.

Oxborough wasthrilled to win the Championship in his
rookie year, he thanked hisfamily and crew and vowed to
come back next year to defend histitle.

Brown went on Facebook after the races and posted this..
“WEell, | had alot of fun thisyear. My guysdid agreat job
giving methe best car | have ever had. Ended up tying for
championship win, but | lost the tiebreaker due to my
amount of featurewins. But | till had agreat time, and to me
that isworth alot more than atrophy.”- Grant Brown

Well said for anyone, let dlonea 14 yrold. Brown

surpassed the expectations of everyonein hisrookie
season, he was super strong and consistent he finished 2nd
fivetimes, well makethat five runner-upsand onetiefor a
Championship. From beginning to end racing inthe 2014
Power Stocks division was one we shouldn’t soon forget.

Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
from page 6

at Wisconsin tracksin Marshfield, Menomonie, Neilsville
and Eau Claire. Jim Hendrickswho won Championships at
Beaver Dam, Cedarburg, HalesCorners, L ake Genevaand
Slinger, W1, venueswill bein attendance. John Bell is
coming, he who is achampion at Tomah Sparta Speedway .
Steve Schol ze who won Championships at Tomah-Sparta
Speedway aswell as part of the Oktoberfest racing weekend
will aso be at the Reunion. Thelegendary Tom Reffner
winner of the Old Style 200 race at Elko Speedway, World
Cup 400 winner at 1-70 Speedway of Odeesa, MO., and many
timetrack championwill bein attendance. Marv Marzofka
1973 Oktoberfest Championwill bein attendance. Jim Sauter
(John McKarns ARTGO Seriesand La Crosse Speedway
Champion) will also bethere. Even aniceracing championin
the person of Geno Broesch who also raced paved and dirt

track race carswill bein attendance thisyear. Thisisjust a
sampling of whose coming and any other drivers interested
in being a part of it, still can by contacting this scribe at the
addresses listed below. The eventisalot of fun for fans as
well as the stories told bench racing are priceless and best
of al it'sfreefor those holding a Sunday ticket. At the risk
of sounding like atalking advertisement, if you haven't
been to this reunion, you need to asit’sagreat time for all.

L ooking back intimeat someracing resultsin 1999 at
Oktoberfest during Friday action, it was Wayne Breitenfel dt
winning the feature. He was followed by Jason Weinkauf,
Gary Back, Mark Esweinand ChrisWeinkauf ... Going back
t0 10/5/01 at Oktoberfest it was Dan Fredrickson winning
the CWRA Feature event over Bobby Wilberg, Kirby Kurth,
ChrisWeinkauf and Clint Sillars...In 2003, day 3 of
Oktoberfest it was Tim Schendal and Charlie Menard
winning the even/odd feature events in the Wisconsin Late

Model Division. Following Schendel were EddieHoffman,
Ron Breese, Jr., Steve Carlson and Jason Weinkauf. Behind
Menard were Dean Cornelius, Andy Burgess, Mike Belling
and LorenKurth...

The quote of the column thistime around comes from Tom
Reffner. “He looks like he might get lapped but he saves his
car. He savesthetires. He' sagood racer, asmart racer.”
Reffner commenting on the Steve Hol zhausen style of
racing.

News, notes and commentswelcometo Dale P. Danielski at
Starmaker Multimedia967 10" AveN SteA, Onalaska, WI
54650, at 608-783-5827,608-518-2478, or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com
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"Hammer Down

Eric Huenefeld

The years have come and gone. But since 1966, one thing
remainstrue; if you can win the National Short Track
Championship (NSTC) at Rockford Speedway, you'll go
down in history as one of the best.

When the race began in 1966, the event was a gathering of
the top Late Model racers from Wisconsin and the hottest
racers in the Chicagoland area. Asthe years went by,
drivers from across the country ventured to Rockford
Speedway each fall, to test their skills against the very best
while a so testing one of the trickiest short tracksin
America

National Short Track Championship Has
Stood the Test of Time

Racers from 24 states and Canada have made the trip to
Rockford through the years, from asfar west as California
and Washington and as far east as Rhode Island. From
points south like Texas and Florida to points north & west
like Colorado and Ontario, racers have all ventured to
northern lllinoislooking for that piece of short track racing
glory. Junior Hanley won the 1981 version of ‘ One Great
Racing Weekend,” taking thelead from fellow Canadian
Randy Slack and holding off Rockford Speedway ace Joe
Shear for thewin. In 1989, Garrett Evansnearly madethe 27
hour trip from Washington pay off, finishing second in the
300lapraceto Tim Fedewa.

Fedewa swinin’89 was abreakthrough win for the
Michiganracer, muchlike 1977 wasabreakthrough year for
Mark Martin. Just 18 yearsoldin 1977, the Batesville
Arkansas native captured what was his biggest win to date
on Rockford’s *high banks' 37 years ago. Thewin put
Martin on the map and if you talk to Martin today, he still
happily reflects on hishig win at Rockford.

It takesaspecial driver to win multiple National Short Track
Championships. Legendary racers Joe Shear and Steve
Carlson sharetherecord for most NSTC victories, with eight
apiece. Only four other drivers have won the event more
than once. Eddie Hoffman won hisfourth NSTC just last
season. Dick Trickle won the event three times, including
thefirst NSTCin 1966. Rich Bickleclaimed hissecond NSTC
winin 2012, twenty-two yearsafter hisfirst, while Jeremy

L epak wonback-to-back NSTC’ sin 2006 and 2007.

Equally impressive are the drivers who have conquered
Rockford just once. Ramo Stott, atwo time ARCA Series
and USA C champion, won the 1969 version of the event.
Mike Miller, the Wisconsin transplant and Minnesota

native, won
his only
NSTCin
1973.Jm
Sauter, the
two-time
ARTGO
champion
andformer
All
American
400winner,
tasted
victory at
Rockfordin
1980. MikeAlexander, aformer NASCAR National
Champion, took the trophy back to Tennessee in 1986.
DriverslikeWayne Stallsworth, Bill Retallick, Tim Fedewa
and Josh Nelms have all claimed their biggest wins of their
careersat NSTC.

Will adriver like Hoffman continue to add to hislegacy this
year? Can Steve Rubeck, the 2002 NSTC winner, become
just the seventh repeat winner of the 200 lap event? Will
2014 betheyear Michael Bilderback winshisfirst NSTC and
becomesjust thefifth driver (joining Shear, Trickle, Hoffman
and Al Schill) towin Rockford’s‘ LateModel Triple Crown?
Or will Slinger Speedway champion Steve Apel, Big 8 Series
kingpin Casey Johnson, four-time Mid American champion
James Swan, three-time Slinger Speedway champion Brad
“JJ Mueller or seven-timeRockford champion Ricky
Bilderback break through and wintheir first NSTC? Cana
surprise winner slip into victory lane? The dramaand
intrigue of National Short Track Championships never gets
old and continues to make the race one-of-a-kind.

Publishers note from page 3

Miscellaneous news and notes:

Thisyearsversion of the Jerry Richert Memorial race saw
the largest purse of the season for the IRA Sprints, and the
drivers earned their keep on this night. lan Madson and
Billy Balog swapped the lead no less than three times on the
final lap. Not during the race, but the final lap. Madson went
on to pick up the $7,000.00 pay day. If you missed this show
you missed agood one. | liketo compare the IRA Sprintsto
a“Nationwide” series of sorts. These series (IRA &
Nationwide)don't get the recognition that their big brothers
do (World of Outlaws Sprints or Sprint Cup), but put on far
better racing, at afraction of the cost to the fans.

Cedar L ake Speedway Hornet driver Buddy Hanestad had a
season for the record books. Buddy went undefeated in
weekly feature racing action at thetrack during the 2014
season. The only feature race loss came at the hands of
Nate Coopman during opening night of the L egendary 100.
Hanestad swapped the lead back and forth with Coopman,
but came up just short. Coopman went home to race at his
regular weekly track, and Hanestad went on to win the final
two eventsat CLS. Thirteen feature wins out of 14 attempts
ain't bad. Other champions crowned during the Legendary

100included; Brady Smith (Late Models), Craig Thatcher
(Modifieds), Shane Sabraski (Midwest Modified and Pro
Stock), Jim Gullickson (Street Stock) and BruceHavel (Pure
Stock). Over the course of the weekend, | learnded some
new driver nick nameslike“The
Show Stopper” and “Ashtray
Anderson.” | won't mention the
person that came up with the
nicknames, but will say | owe you
one.

In thisissue of The Midwest Racing
Connection is a column by Jason
Searcy on Elko Power Stock drivers
Nick Oxboroughand Grant Brown,
and their battle for the point
championship. Makesureto check — |[B&
this column out. It sanother example 'l =
of you can’t make this stuff up. b
Other 2014 championsat Elko

Speedway included; Jacob Goede (Super Lates), Chris
Marek (Big 8), Conrad Joregenson (Thunder Car). Legend,

continued on page 12
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SHORTTRACKS.US LAUNCHES FUNDMYRACING.COM, A SHORT TRACK

CROWDSOURCING SITE FOR DRIVERS, TRACKS AND SERIES
NAUGURAL FUNDING CAMPAIGNS INCLUDE 45TH ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST RACE WEEKEND AT LACROSSE SPEEDWAY

ShortTracks.us, acompany dedicated to the promotion of
short track racing in the United States, has launched
FundMyRacing.com, atool for tracks, drivers and seriesto
crowdsource event sponsorship.

Much like other crowdsourcing sites, FundMyRacing.com
campaigns allow for different levels of support, setup by the
track or driver. Campaign creators can choose how much, or
little, they want to receive per donation and assign rewards
based on the levels they set.

We have simplified the process, allowing tracks to continue
to work on promoting their event and not get bogged down
collecting donations or keeping track of lap awards. We do
all of thework, providing acompletelist and money at the
end of the campaign.

“Our experience and know-how, combined with the need for
new avenues of sponsorship revenue, has created an
opportunity for usto help short track racing in away we
haven't been able to before,” stated ShortTracks.us

Founder, Scott Lofquist. “We give fans an easy, direct way websitesinto the Fall of 2014. A slate of additional site
to support their favorite events, through lap awardsand ~ launcheswill be announced in the coming weeks.
driver sponsorships.”

Further information on Fund My Racing will bereleased at
fundmyracing.com, facebook.com/fundmyracing and
twitter.com/fundmyracing

Campaignslaunching with FundMyRacing.com arelap
awardsfor the‘ Trickle 99" and ARCA Midwest Tour
‘Oktoberfest 200’ during the 45th
Annual Oktoberfest Race Weekend
at LaCrosse Speedway in West
Salem, Wisconsin.

“Thisisagreat program that allows
everyone in the industry to give
back to the teams,” stated
Oktoberfest Race Weekend
Promoter, GreggMcKarns.

ShortTracks.us known industry
wide asaleader in short track
marketing and design, will continue
to unveil new short track related

FUND MY RACING

SHORT TRACK CROWDSOURCING

AIRPORT SERVICE - CALL 24 HOURS
*Time Calls - Appointments

DISCOUNT TAXI

FOR TRANSPORTATION
Toll Free 1-888-240-8294

612-723-5500

www.discounttaxiracing.com
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Thecrew of Kelly Evink prior to hisevening of racing Three-wide Pro Stock action at The Legendary 100
Jimmy Ambruoso photo Vince Peterson photo

Power Stock restart action on chami onshi iht at Elko Speedway The cat walk at Boone was packed on a Monday night
Martin DeFries photo Dan Plan photo

Ryan Bowersin action at St. Croix Valley Speedway Casey Johnson in his Dan Chesmore themed ride at Jefferson
Stan Meissner photo Mark Melchiori photo




‘_':-mzrggﬁ
Photo Gallery
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Michael Beamish picked up hisfirst career main event win at Elko Roadrunner action on champlonshlp night at Rockford Speedway |
Martin DeFries photo photo Jimmy Ambruoso photo
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Two Great Racing Weekends
By Dan Plan I’ve only been lucky enough to attend The National Short five day vacation in the Oktoberfest camper village of God's

Any race fan that has grown up in the upper Midwest, more

specifically, asphalt fans have enjoyed the tradition of
ending their racing season at Rockford Speedway or
LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway for many years. It’ srite of
passage for many of us.

These two weekends are typically the last blast of the year,
with fans and drivers from many tracks across region
getting together one last time before winter settlesin. Some
years the weather is perfect, other times not so much.
Regardless of the weather, it’salwaysagood time at The
National Short Track Championships and Oktoberfest.

Each year legends are made and stories are told. Whether
it's due to the action on the track or post race parties, there
are always stories to be told over the long off-season.

Track Championships ahandful times over the years, but
have always followed the results. Reading storiesin my
younger years of great nameslike Hanley, Shear or Trickle
always made mewish | could seethisracein person.
Reading about ahome state racer at thetime (1973 winner,
Mike Miller) made this even amust see destination.
Watching the NASCAR Northern Series eventsin the early
1990' swasmy first timeto see NSTC in person, and root for
the home team. Morerecently, we' ve made the trip down to
see another home state driver wear the NSTC wreath (Josh
Vadnaisin 2008) and Steve Carlson tie Joe Shear’ srecord
withhis8"NSTCtitlein2013.

Oktoberfest is an event that I’ ve probably been attending
for 40 years or so now. What started out as a Sunday
afternoon family trip asakid, turned into aweekend
getaway with friends at the track, and has now turned into a

country in West Salem.

Thetrack in West Salem was always the biggest track we
would see over the course of the year, and once again it was
always entertaining to see how the local cars would stack

up against the drivers from Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan,
etc. The Minnesota drivers always seemed to perform well,
but didn’t get the big win until Dan Fredrickson won the
maineventin2007.

Both NSTC and Oktoberfest showcase Super Late Models
as the main attraction, but many other divisions also take
part during the course of each weekend. The awesome part
of thisdeal is seeing driverstry to learn anew track, or
various track champions battle each other on neutral turf.
Throw in the occasional spectacular wreck or two, and it

aways makesfor an unforgettable weekend.

Publishers note from page 8

Mini Stock and Bandolero champswill be crowned at the
end of September.

The final event we attended before this issue went to press
wasthe 6" Annual Thunderstruck 93 at Elko. The ARCA
Midwest Tour and Big 8 Series came to town to take on the
local drivers. With car counts struggling at afew of the
recent Midwest Tour shows, the drivers came out in full
force for this show, with 32 on hand. What seems to have
been happening al too frequently this year, the weather
played afactor in the show. The main event wraped up

shortly before 1:00am, but it wasworth the wait.
Dan Fredrickson picked up yet another win in the
event, holding off ahard charging Ty Majeski. One
other big part of this show isthe Thunder Car
Nationals. After astrong runnerup finish to Brent
Kane on championship night, young Dillon Sellner
picked up abigwin. TinaDavisaso had a
phenominal run to an oh-so-close second place
finsh. Other main event winnersfor the night were;
AustinNason (Big 8), LyleNowak (Mid Am) Tim
Brockhouse (Legends) and and Ridge Oien
(Mini’s). Now that things have wrapped around
home, itstimeto hit the road for Two Great Racing
Weekends

Martin DeFries photo
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Past GChampions of Two Great Racing Weekends A
Rockford Speedway L aCrosseFair groundsSpeedway

National Short Track Championships

2013 - Eddie Hoffman
2012 - Rich Bickle
2011 - Steve Carlson
2010 - Brett Sontag
2009 - Josh Nelms
2008 - Josh Vadnais
2007 - Jeremy Lepak
2006 - Jeremy Lepak
2005 - Eddie Hoffman
2004 - Eddie Hoffman
2003 - Ron Breese Jr.
2002 - Steve Rubeck
2001 - Eddie Hoffman
2000 - Steve Carlson
1999 - Steve Carlson
1998 - Steve Carlson
1997 - Joe Shear
1996 - Steve Carlson
1995 - Steve Carlson
1994 - Scott Hansen
1993 - Steve Carlson
1992 - Steve Carlson
1991 - Butch Miller
1990 - Rich Bickle
1989 - Tim Fedewa
1988 - John Ziegler
1987 - Joe Shear
1986 - Mike Alexander
1985 - Joe Shear
1984 - Al Schill, Sr.
1983 - Joe Shear
1982 - Joe Shear
1981 - Junior Hanley
1980 - Jim Sauter
1979 - Dick Trickle
1978 - Dick Trickle
1977 - Mark Martin
1976 - Dave Watson
1975 - Joe Shear
1974 - Joe Shear
1973 - MikeMiller
1972 - Joe Shear
1971 - Bill Retallick
1970 - Wayne Stallsworth
1969 - Ramo Stott
1968 - William“Whitey” Gerken
1967 - Marlin “ Shoes” Walbeck
1966 - Dick Trickle

™ -
Top photos - Eddie Hoffman (left) and Nathan Haseleu (right) defending
NSTC and Fest champs. Middle and bottom photos - the Brothers Carlson

swept NSTC and Fest in 1992

3-time Oktoberfest champion Tom Reffner

Oktoberfest

2013 — Nathan Haseleu
2012 - Travis Sauter
2011 - Travis Sauter
2010 - Dan Fredrickson
2009 - Travis Sauter
2008 - Dan Fredrickson
2007 - Dan Fredrickson

2006 - Steve Holzhausen

2005 - Tim Schendel
2004 - Brian Hoppe
2003 - Tim Schendel
2002 - Brian Hoppe
2001 - Eddie Hoffman
2000 - Steve Carlson
1999 - Eddie Hoffman
1998 - Eddie Hoffman
1997 - Terry Baldry
1996 - Joe Shear
1995 - Joe Shear
1994 - Joe Shear
1993 - Matt Kenseth
1992 - Tom Carlson
1991 - Tom Carlson
1990 - Scott Hansen
1989 - Joe Shear
1988 - Ted Musgrave
1987 - Dick Trickle
1986 - Rich Bickle, Jr.
1985 - John Ziegler
1984 - Bryan Reffner
1983 - Tom Reffner
1982 - Jim Back

1981 - Junior Hanley
1980 - Mark Martin
1979 - Butch Miller
1978 - Dave Watson
1977 - Larry Detjens
1976 - Larry Detjens
1975 - Tom Reffner
1974 - Jerry Makara
1973 - Marv Marzofka
1972 - Joe Shear
1971 - Dick Trickle
1970 - Tom Reffner
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Racing Nuggets

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman

Danny Fredrickson dominated the day at Elko Speedway for
the annual Thunderstruck 93, which celebratesthelife of his
good friend, Dan Ryan, Sr., who succumbed to the effects of
ALS, also known asLou Gehrig’ sdiseasein early 2009.
Fredrickson wasfirst to qualify out of the thirty-plus ARCA
Midwest Tour carson hand, all hoping to maketherace. He
laid down ablistering lap—setting the bar high for all who
wouldfollow.

The series only got ahandful of drivers qualified before the
sky ripped open and severe storms forced everyone into a
holding pattern for a couple of hours. | was sitting in the
trailer of Ty Magjeski’ steam when an official withthe
Midwest Tour finally came around to let everyone know
what the plan was going to be for finishing the qualifying
efforts. Majeski had not yet qualified and was excited to be
able to have a shot at the top spot yet. We all felt kind of
sorry for the official having to make the rounds, as he
mentioned not many people were not as polite or happy
about the situation. It sucks to be the messenger on a deal
likethat. It'snot likeit was hisfault that the rain came when
itdid.

Majeski was able to post the fourth fastest qualifying lap, it
wasn’t what the team was hoping for, but in the big picture,
it wasstill asolid effort. Full disclosure here, in case you
didn’ tknow—I'mmarriedto Majeski’ screw chief—that’s
Toby Nuttleman. I'd belyingif | said that | don’t secretly
root for Majeski at theraces. Hell, sometimes| can’t mask
the delight when he doeswell. | admit it; | have a personal
interest in his success, being that Toby isthe ring leader of
that team. However, | can assure you that like many others,
| enjoy agreat on-track battle—regardless of where Majeski
finishes, and everyone who was in attendance at Elko
Speedway for the Thunderstruck 93 weekend knowswe all
were treated to just that.

Doug

gr; .

Hornickel photo

Bruce Nuttleman photo

Meet the New Boss - Same as the Old Boss

| had found a spot to sit in the uppermost row of that
fantastic grandstand at Elko to videotape the races that
night. Thereisn't abad seat at the entirejoint, but for
videotaping, one obviously wants to find a perch as high as
possible. Elko truly isone of the best venues for racing:
incredible seating/view, awide selection of delicious and
affordable concession items, beer bucket specials, a night-
club-esque venue under the grandstands—a perfect setting
for say, awedding, right Scott & Tracy King? (Theracer
and his beautiful fiancée tied the knot during the
Thunderstruck 93 event). Probably the biggest plus at Elko
Speedway isnot only the Victory Lane celebration area
along side of the grandstands, but the easy access for fans
of all agesto get into the pits after theraces. Overall, I'd
call that afive-star facility and experience.

But back to that epic on-track battle; Fredrickson deftly
moved his way through a constipated contingent of cars,
taking over the point well before the hal fway mark of the 125
lap feature. That guy makesit look so easy, doesn’t he?
And Fredrickson’s hard not to like, because he's such an
affable guy, with aquick wit. He'salwaysathreat towin
when he's on the track, which explains the swagger he has
about him, as he moves through the pits or holds court at
any gathering. Fredrickson backsit up with his on-track
performance, so you really can’t knock himfor his
comfortable confidence. To do so would signify your
jealousy, but | digress.

At any rate, there was Fredrickson setting sail in the lead,
while Majeski was bobbing from the inside to the outside,
trying to carve a path to the front, but just finding himself
pulled deeper into thefield. Eventually, traffic shook out
enough to allow him to begin picking cars off and climbing
hisway toward Fredrickson.

| don’t think we could have scripted a better
storyline for the night. When the break
came, Majeski had madeit to second place,
behind Fredrickson. The decisions made by
the teams as to what to do to their cars
would certainly play arolein the outcome.
It was a game of chess, as adjustments were
madefor thefinal laps.

Fredrickson selected the outside lane for
each restart, which played well to the
momentum he built up off of theturns.

Majeski’s car was tight in the center and loose off the turns,
as he tried to hang with Fredrickson, before settling back in
behind the veteran. A few laps later, the engine blew on the
car of Darrin Giles, quitedramatically | might add, erupting
into aball of firewith fluids spewing al over theracing
surface. Gileswas OK, his car—not so much, and it set up
another restart between Fredrickson and Mgjeski.

Very few in the stands were sitting. Most of us forgot how
chilled wefelt from the damp air and thewind. Thiswas
going to be an incredible finish between Fredrickson and
Majeski; everyone knew it. | don't think | was breathing
much as | trained the video camera on the pair heading
down the backstretch. Likeapowerful locomotive,
Fredrickson and Majeski pulled the long field of carsaround
the turns of three and four, powering past the cheering
crowd in the stands.

Majeski held his own for about alap on the inside of
Fredrickson, before having to settlein behind him, but he
didn’'t give up the fight. He continued to keep pace with the
savvy veteran and even managed to get under him and
make onefinal bid for thelead in thewaning laps. The
crowd was going insane—it was rolling thunder through the
grandstands.

In the end, Fredrickson nabbed the checkers and Mgjeski
would have to settle for the runner-up position. But man—
what aracethat was! It's hard not to be happy for
Fredrickson to take the title again at the event that bears the
namesake of hisgood friend, Dan Ryan. | can say thiswas
by far, the best Thunderstruck 93 weekend to date for
entertainment and competition. | may be biased, but the
crowd excitement doesn’t lie. | think they loved the show
too.

The next event for the ARCA Midwest Tour will be
Oktoberfest Race Weekend at La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway. Unfortunately, wewon't likely be ableto seea
rematch between Fredrickson and Mgjeski there, as
Fredrickson and hiswife are expecting their fifth child
during that time. “The last one came in about twenty
minutes,” Fredrickson told me, “and we live about 12
minutes from the hospital .”

Racing Nuggets continued on page 15
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Dirty Talkin'

Kris Peterson

Outdoor dirt track racing iswinding down but Indoor dirt
track racing is gearing up for afabulous October of racing.
Looking for somefamily dirt track fun, therearetwo
upcoming two day eventsto be held at the Cedar Lake
Speedway Indoor Arena.

TheSt. Croix Valley Quarter Midget Associationwill be
hosting their first annual Thunder inthe Valley Fall Quarter
Midget Dirt Classic October 17-19, 2014. Theraceweekend
will featurekidsfrom 5-16 yearsoldracingin al classesof
guarter midget race carsand will havefamiliesfromat least 5
different states. Quarter Midget racing isfun for the entire
family and spectator admission isalwaysfree. Thearena

Dirt Track Racing in
October

will offer full concessionsand camping at thetrack isfree
providing any family alast fun racing get-away before
winter. Festivitieswill includeaSaturday night family party
with abon fireand aDJfor entertainment.

The second event isthe RacedL ife October 24 & 25, 2014.
Thisisamicro sprint event and will feature both the winged
and non-winged micro sprint cars. Cedar Lake and

RacedL ife haveteamed up with Alexis Rhoadsto makethisa
$5000 to win event for the wings and $2000 to win for non-
wingsand will also feature Outlaw Mini Mods. Thisracewill
draw carsfrom many statesaswell. AlexisRhoadsina
young Military wife and mother of 3 who isbattling cancer.

The Cedar Lake Arenaisalargeindoor facility that has
proven to have an awesome racing surface, is heated and
has a comfortable grandstand with seating for more than
3000 spectators. If you and your family are not quite ready
for the racing season to be over these two events are a must

add to your calendar.

Racing Nuggets continued from page 14

Needless to say, despite my suggestion that one of my
husband’ s brothers is a doctor and could assist in a
delivery at La Crosse Speedway; I’ m pretty sure that the
Fredrickson family will be staying put in their nest during
Oktoberfest.

But wouldn't it be cool to have a baby born at ‘ Fest? Heck,
if they can hold awedding at Elko Speedway, during the
Thunderstruck 93 celebration, | think it would be awesome
to have a baby born on the grounds at Oktoberfest Race
Weekend! Take sometimeto think about it Mr. and Mrs.
Fredrickson, we' Il wait.

Martin DeFries located this photo while
searcing through his archive of film
negatives for another photo in this issue
of The Midwest Racing Connection.
Kevin Nuttleman had a sponsor in the
early 1990's named Glass House. A few
letters ended up missing in this photo
taken by Martin at Oktoberfest.
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NASCAR Insight

Shane Carlson

Brad Keselowski: Contender. Heis bound and determined
to avenge last season’s debacle. If any driver expectsto win
thetitle thisyear, they will need to figure out away to beat
the deuce. The Penske Fords are far and away better than
the Roush Fenway Fords, it’s not even a comparison. He
knows how to win in the Chase.

Jeff Gordon: Contender. What a bookend to asurefire hall-
of-fame career it would be for Gordon to capture afifth title.
He seems reenergized as he has alegitimate chance to win
every week. Consistency has been the key for the 24 this
season, with aseries-leading 18 top-10s.

Dale Earnhardt Jr: Contender. | can only imagineif Jr. winsit
all thisyear. Actualy, | can’timaginewhat it would belike.
It would surpass most fans' dreams. It would be the most
popular winin history. Employers might be wondering
wheretheir workersare that week.

Jimmie Johnson: Contender. | have learned never to count
out the 48. He' sasix-time champ, arguably the best driver of
al-time, and has never finished worse than fifth in thefinal

2014 Chase for the Championship Preview:
Who's a contender, Who's a pretender

standings. Yes, | think he's more vulnerable this year than
in the past, but you'd be afool to count him out.

Joey Logano: Contender. He's having the best season of
his career and is possibly the biggest threat to unseating his
Team Penske teammate asthe favoriteto win thetitle. He
can win anywhere. The scary thing isthe kid’'s aveteran. At
age24.

KevinHarvick: Contender. He' sbeen ‘ Freaky Fast’ all
season, and seems to have the mechanical issues worked
out, but can Harvick capitalize on the best opportunity in
his career to win atitle? | think he can if he doesn't self-
destruct. He needs to turn those second-place finishes into
wins.

Carl Edwards: Pretender. Thisteam simply hastoo much
going on right now. Edwardsis gone at the end of the year,
asiscrew chief immy Fennig. They have been wildly
inconsistent and don’t have that championship-caliber air
around them.

Kyle Busch: Pretender. | don’t understand thisteam at all.
At times, he's the fastest thing on the planet, but other
times he'sjust in the way. With just onewin so far, | don’t
seethe No. 18 team making much noise. It seemslikeit’sthe
same story with these guys every year.

Denny Hamlin: Pretender. He' shad abizarre season. Sat
out arace early for medical reasons, won arace, and had his
crew chief Darian Grubb suspended. They haven't done
enough for me to put them into serious consideration. I'm
also not sold that Toyota has the horsepower to outduel
both Chevrolet and Ford.

Kurt Busch: Pretender. There was once atime during the
season, where, even with hisearly win at Martinsville, there
was some doubt whether he would stay in the top-30 in
pointsto remain Chase-eligible. He' sin, and he might make

it to the second round, but | really don’t see this team
outperforming Hendrick or Penske.

Kasey Kahne: Pretender. His performance has been
nowhere close to that of his Hendrick tablemates, and
though he could pop off awin, thisteam is not battle-tested.
He hasn’t run up front enough to put himself in a position
towin. Henearly let the lonewin he hasslip away in
Atlanta. The Kahne Train isrunning out of steam in my
opinion. HM Swill have adecisionto makewith him shortly.

Aric Almirola: Pretender. It'sreally good to see thefabled
No. 43 have some sort of success, and with Almirola’ sepic
win at Daytona, it will be one of the bigger highlights of the
season. And | do believe the 43 has run well enough to win
in a handful of races, but they’ re not going to win the
championship, as much as | want to say they could.

AJAllmendinger: Pretender. | like AJand his newfound
outlook, but thisteam istoo inexperienced to know
anything about what it takes to contend for a championship.
| hope to see them win more racesin the near future, and the
aliance with RCR and Chevrolet has absolutely stepped up
the performance of the No. 47 bunch.

Matt Kenseth: Pretender. I’m shocked that he's not a
contender, after winning a series-leading seven timesin
2013 and in hisfirst season at JGR. His sophomore season
has been utterly disappointing, as he remains winless
through Chicagoland. | have himinmy final eight drivers,
but he’' s not making the final four.

GregBiffle: Pretender. Hemadethe Chase? Seriously?

Ryan Newman: Pretender. | could see him snagging awin at
New Hampshire, but other than that, he’s been just status
quo this season. Need to be better than status quo to bring
homethe hardware.
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A Pair of 3's

It was two drivers with the #3 picking up titles at Elko Speedway thisyear. Thunder Car champion Conrad Jorgenson (left) and Chris Marek (right) in the Big 8 division.

(Martin DeFries photos)
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Going In Circles from page 5

Had anice chat with |ate model racer Joe Darnell. Joe
has been racing for quite awhile, ashe said “1've been
doing thisfor thirty years.... | started when | was 19,
and I’'m 49 now.” Joe hasraced in the Roadrunner
division for many years, and has done some late
model racing in the past aswell, and aso raced on the
dirt at the now closed Freeport track for one year, so
he has done alot of different things. “I didn’t get out
thisyear until June, and I’'m 11thin points, so I’'m
happy with the way things have went.”

Took in thefirst day of the Fall Shootout at the
Marshfield Motor Speedway. Arguably the best race
of the afternoon was the AES truck series race, where
John Beale came from the back of the pack to take the
win, with tight racing going on throughout the pack
thewholerace.

Really have to admire the dedication of some of the
four cylinder racers here. Point in case, Steve and
Derk Hauser both ended up with bent up race cars the
prior week, with one of the Hauser carsrequiring a
solid week of hard work to get back out for thisrace,
but they got it done. Also, Christine Schmude had a
power steering hose blow on her car on Saturday, and
they worked early the next morning to get it repaired
with help from Turner Motorsportsto makeit back
out the following day. I’ d have probably called it
quits for the year, but not these folks!

Next up for meisacouple of great racing weekends at
the Rockford Speedway, the National Short Track
Championships and the Bahama Bracket Nationals.
Both are can’t miss events!
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Saint Croix Valley Raceway on September 5and
the Jerry Richert Sr. Memoria on September 6. At
this point some readers might point out that there
were several post season specials remaining and
that | could have extended my season further. |
did watch some of the Legendary 100 on XSAN
but more on that later in this column.

Earl Koubawas a Colorado rancher who began
his Midget racing career at Merchant’s Park, a
converted baseball park in Denver back in 1938.
Earl recorded hisfirst championshipin 1939 and
scored numerous wins and championshipsin a
career that spanned several decades. Earl and his
wife Ethel relocated to Onamia, Minnesota, in
1966 and raised afamily that included children
Judy, Joe, and Jimmy.

Earl passed away in 1992 and hiswife Ethel
passed away in 2005. Over theyearsthe Earl
Kouba Memorial has been hosted at the Jackson
Speedway, the Cedar L ake Speedway, the
Princeton Speedway, the North Central
Speedway and most recently the Saint Croix
Valley Raceway. 2014 marked the twenty second
running of the Earl KoubaMemorial. Donny

Schatz, BrookeTatnell, Jerry Richert Jr., Bill

Balog and Roger Rager are afew of thedrivers

that have won this event. Immy Kouba has had the honor
of winning two of hisfather’sMemorial races. Thisyear
Brooke Tatnell, agood friend of the Koubafamily, took
home the Earl KoubaMemorial trophy. Today Judy works
with NASCAR, Joeiscrewing for his daughter Annain her
UM SSwinged Sprint Car effort, Jimmy and his son Jake and
Joe' s son Joseph all drive UM SS Traditional (non-wing)

Sprints.

TheJerry Richert Sr. Memorial took placethefollowing
night at the Cedar L ake Speedway. Sprint Car fanswere
treated to IRA 410 Sprints, UM SS 360 Sprintsand NV SR
Vintagecars. IRA competitorsincluded Craig Dollansky,
Terry McCarl, Mark Dobmeier, Bill Rose, Bill Balog, lan
Madsen, Brooke Tatnell, Dusty Zomer and Davey Heskin.
No doubt about it, thiswas an Outlaw caliber field with the
talent level we saw on thisnight. The A Main was won by
lan Madsen with Bill Balog in second and Brooke Tatnell
takingthird.

One of the highlights of the evening was finding out that
Tom Wilke attended hisfirst racein quite afew years. My
mother was Tom’s cousin so | guess that would make him a
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first cousin once removed. Wilke owned Supermodifieds
and Sprint Carsthrough the 1960’ sup until 1976. One of
Wilke Racing’ shiggest winswasthe 1976 Cheater’ s Day
race with Jerry Richert Sr. behind thewheel. | had beenupin
the Wilke' s 87 areain thetiered parking prior to theraces
but Tom didn’t show up there until after | had gone to the
infield. Jerry Richert Jr. told me that Tom stopped by his pit
area and they had a nice conversation. | understand they
were looking for mein the pits after the races but | missed
them.

I mentioned that | watched some of the Legendary 100 on
XSAN. XSAN isdoing agreat job with their coverage with
several cameraangles and an interesting feature called
Randy Cam. In addition to the 100, | watched some of the
IMCA Boone Supernationals on X SAN the previous week.
If you haven't checked out their race coverage | giveit two
thumbs up. Great coverage, great resolution with no issues.

Congratulations to both Leigh Thomas and Chad Patterson
ontheir UMSS Challengeracewins. These aretwo drivers
that work their tails off just to get to the track and it’ s great
to see them have a good night.

The UM SS Championship came down to the wire between
veteran Jerry Richert Jr. and rookiedriver Ryan Bowers.
Bowers made an exciting late race pass of Richert to win the
UMSS 360 featureat the Jerry Richert Sr. Memorial. It wasa
shameto see Jerry Richert Jr. get passed but it was equally
exciting to see Bowers have such agreat rookie year.
Bowersfollowed up hisMemoria racewinwith aSprint
Invadersvictory at Farley, lowa, on September 11.
Congratulationsto Jerry Richert Jr. on winning the 2014

UM SSChampionship.

Former MRC photographer Mark Strausser was spotted at
the Jerry Richert Sr. Memorial. Mark looked great and says
that heisdoing well.

See you at the races!
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[-90 and Hwy. 162 Bangor , W1 54614-0409
800-562-0907 www.wehrschevrolet.com

S/ LSONES

RACE FUELS
RED WING, MN

1-800-630-9666

www.wilsonoilcompany.com

TOWINIES

20152 Kenrick Ave. West
Lakeville, MN 55044
Phone (952) 469 - 3182 * Fax (952) 469 - 7724

RaceFab

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts
LaGrosse, WI

www.dcaracefab.com
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IMPACT
PRINTING
651-489-080;

WWW.IMPACTPRINTINGINK.COM

110 Peard SL
Bangor, Wi 54614
871-460- ?2!1

www.wehrsmachine.com E_

Lustom Wheels, Tires & Acressories
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www.aRaceWorthWinning.org

Turtle’ S

BARE GRILL

FrET Y

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

20 Thampiod Ao Suste 200
Vile! Saaord D UH !- P

651,457, 6348

Products MOTORSPORTS

MARHKETING TOOLS

Multimedia (e |

www.stermakermuitimedia.com

Sponsorship Packages
DVD VMarketing Packages
Star Cards » Consulling

Dale P Danielski
dale@starmakermultiimedia.com

608.783.5827 s er"i ces

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection

@MidwestRace

wwww. youtube.com/theracingconnection
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Don't put your bike away this winter!
<Tir>

The nation’s best, and largest indoor riding facility is
right here in your back yard - OFPENING Nov. 8th

. Huge indoor lobby
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www.cedarlakearena.com
on facebook, or call 612-363-0479

Check us out at




Justice Brothers

products provide superior

protection for all of your favorite

extreme big-boy toys! By reducing friction
and wear, keeping fuel systems clean e
and protecting engines against acid and MANUAL TI
corrosion, Justice Brothers additives will OIFFERE

ensure that your toys run at peak power

and performance, providing maximum

enjoyment! Wether you ride for sport or for

recreation, don't start that engine without

Justice Brothers protection!

www.justicebrothers.com

» Justice Brothers Engine Tune Up
* Justice Brothers Fuel Injection System Cleaner
» Justice Brothers Gear QOil Treatment




MPLS/ST. PAUL PLYMOUTH

(651) 641-1414 (763) 475-0475 “ _rJ _/ )_/" {
'Sk Paul MN 85114 Plymouth, MN 35441 ve N =Y

www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/midway/  www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/plymouth/ Pmud’y Serving me co"str"ct’o" Aﬂd

PIRTEK fluid transfer solutions for automotive, marine, I
off-road and custom applications work to your Racing Communities Since 1996!
advantage and your budget. Get the right part the first
time. No more leaks or endless trips to the parts store.
No More Headaches! -

'_“_f"rmg * Qil Lines ¢ Transmission

Lines ¢ Euet * A/C VINCE CORBIN, JOEY PRUSAK & ADAM ROYLE




