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Billet aluminum housing with special vane material for 
improved seal & wear. ‘Enhanced’ design pulls 13.9% more 
vacuum. 
710-22640 ... 3-Vane Pump, Wet Sump System .... $436.99
710-22641 ... 4-Vane Pump, Dry Sump System .... $472.99
710-22642 ... 4-Vane Enhanced Design, Wet or Dry Sump          

System ............................................ $609.99

RACING VACUUM 
PUMPS

Same amount of energy 
& power at half of the 
weight. Easy to use com-

pression fittings & terminals 
simply twist & screw on.

1/0 Ga 20’ Spool
110-1846 .......Red ....................... $111.99
110-1847 .......Black .................... $111.99

LIGHTNING BATTERY
CABLES & TERMINALS

STREET STOCK HEADERS

FUEL CELLS

C l e a r s 
side & rear 
e n g i n e 
mounts. Fit 
straight or angle plug, 
standard exhaust port 
heads. Must use short oil filter. 
Fits SB-Chevy in GM 72-87 Malibu/M Carlo/Gd 
Prix/Regal/Cutlass & 70-81 Camaro/Firebird.
649-185....1-5/8” Primary, 3” Collector      

Dia and 8” Length ......... $179.99
649-186....1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector 

Dia and 8” Length ......... $179.99
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 MODIFIED 
HEADERS
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Headers fit Dirt 
Works, GRT, 

Hoffman, Jet, Larry Shaw & BMS chassis. A 
great compromise of low end torque and 
high RPM horsepower.
649-1106 ...1-3/4” Primary Tube,            

3-1/2” Collector Dia ..... $209.99

Headers fit BMS, Dirt 
Works, Hot, Hoffman, Jet, 

KMOD, Pierce, Pro, Quick, Sardeson, Smiley’s & 
Victory chassis. Provides more torque & horse-
power with longer primary tubes.
649-1186 ...1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector 

Dia & 8” Length ........... $209.99
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GAS PEDALS
Made from steel tub-
ing with a black 
powder coat fin-
ish. Five 1/4” holes allow for linkage adjust-
ment. Designed to allow the driver to pull 
the pedal back up if the throttle sticks.
555-157405 .......Firewall Mount .......$24.99
555-157406 .......Side Mount .............$19.99

1 7 0

FLOOR MOUNT 
PEDALS

Made of lightweight cast 
aluminum with a black 
finish. 6:1 ratio and 
accepts standard master 
cylinder bolt spacing.
505-52692 ........ Brake Pedal .............$79.99
505-52992 ........ Clutch Pedal ............$40.99

STEEL 4-BLADE 
FANS

High RPM mechanical fans 
have a universal bolt 
pattern with a 5/8” 
in pilot hole. Riveted 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t 
plate adds strength 
and high pitch 32° 
blades increase airflow. Painted black to resist 
corrosion.
049-ALL30101 ...... 19” Steel Fan ......$39.99
049-ALL30104 ...... 15” Steel Fan ......$39.99
049-ALL30105 ...... 18” Steel Fan ......$39.99

SPORTS CELLS
Features molded 
seamless bladder, 
excellent resistance 
to race gas, ethanol & 
methanol. CORR, NASA, 
SCCA, SCORE, USAC, FIA 
FT3 approved. Powder coated steel contain-
er has TF195 steel fill plate, ATL flap valve, 
twist cap & neck, (2) #6AN or #8AN outlets, 
(1) #6AN vent-check roll-over valve, fuel 
traps & filters, SF-103 foam baffling for slosh 
& explosion suppression. 5 year warranty.
20 ”  ”  ”
046-SP112 ..... 12 Gallon, Red......... $563.99
20 ”  ”  ”
046-SP115 ..... 15 Gallon, Red......... $585.99
3 ”  ”  ”
046-SP122C ... 22 Gallon, Red......... $685.99

Accepted by most sanction-
ing bodies where a 
steel outer container 
with an inner liner is 
required. Features a 
spot-welded steel can that is 
powder coated in red, knurled 
cap, flapper valve and an 
internal pickup tube that extracts fuel from 
the right rear corner of the cell. The inner 
liner is manufactured with seamless roto-
molded and cross-linked polyethylene for 
strength and durability.
08A  a  ut t and            
08A  a  o o r nt

555-15510..8 gal, 19”Lx19”Wx8”H .......$159.99
555-15511..12 gal, 19”Lx19” Wx11”H ..$169.99
555-15512..16 gal, 19”Lx25” Wx11”H ..$199.99
555-15513..22 gal, 18”Lx26” Wx15” H ..$249.99

0A  a  ut t, 08A  a  
o o r nt  08A  a  turn

555-15514 .22 Gallon Long,                          
26”L x 18”W x 15”H ..... $229.99

555-15515 .32 Gallon GRT,                             
26”L x 18”W x 18”H ..... $249.99

555-15516 .32 gal, 18”Lx26”Wx18”H . $249.99
555-15517 .32 Gallon Teardrop,              

24.5”Lx24.5”Wx18”H .. $249.99

HYDRAULIC THROWOUT 
BEARINGS

For use with differ-
ent types of clutches & 
transmissions. Includes 
shims and mounting 
hardware. Use with DOT 
3 or equivalent (non-
silicone) brake fluid.
Stoc  St  utc  
on Sa ina , T 0, 
unci , rico, and t rs 

Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length 
1.688”, extended 2.375” for .688” of travel.
505-82870 .... Stock Clutch, T-10 ... $149.99
505-8287.........Remote Bleed Kit ..........$55.99
505-82871 ......O-Ring Service Kit .........$11.99
Stoc  St  utc  on T  Trans
Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length 1.513”, 
extended 2.048” for .536” of travel. Does not 
fit Ford with 1.441”OD bearing retainer.
505-82876 ......Stock Clutch, T-5 ......... $159.99

 ECONOMY 
ALUMINUM SEATS 

.125 thick 5052 grade aluminum 
is TIG welded outside and MIG 
welded inside. Reinforced with 

unique tubular rolled edge. 
Vinyl seat covers clip on to 
the seat and are contoured 

high density foam bottom for 
complete leg and inner thigh support. 
570-19400 ....10° 15-1/2” Hip Seat* ... $109.99
570-19800 ....10° 17-1/2” Hip Seat* ... $109.99
570-09400 ....20° 15-1/2” Hip Seat* ... $109.99
570-09800 ....20° 17-1/2” Hip Seat* ... $109.99

 15” ALUMINUM 
STEERING WHEELS

Shot peened, no slip surface is 
drilled to reduce weight.
514-13535-A ...Flat, Bare .$77.99
514-13535-B ....Flat, Black .................$79.99
514-13515-A ...2-1/2” Dish, Bare .......$72.99
514-13515-B ....2-1/2” Dish, Black .....$79.99
St rin   Pad
Protect your head/face from the 
steering wheels during a hard crash.
514-13650 ............... Pad ...$34.99

 STEERING 
QUICKENERS

asic uic n r
Meets the require-

ments of the job with no frills. The alloy steel 
gears and unique tooth design make it far 
stronger and more durable than any other 
small housing quickener on the market.
505-5224 .....Basic, 2:1 Ratio .................$94.99
505-5225 .....Basic, 1.5:1 Ratio ..............$89.99
505-5221 .....Coupler .735”-36 Spl .......$11.99
505-UA102 ..U-Joint 3/4” .735”-36 Spl ..$75.99

 CAST IRON POWER 
STEERING PUMP

All new, not rebuilt. 
13.5cc ultra high vol-

ume pumps are ideal for street stocks 
or open wheel modifieds using a steering 
quickner. Also used in off-road vehicles.
612-50010000 ...... PS Pump .......... $181.99

BALL JOINTS
High performance units 

designed for smooth suspen-
sion travel. Some ball joints are 

available with longer than 
stock pin length. Hardened 
pins with stock type housings. 

Not rebuildable. Legal for classes that require 
non-take apart ball joints. Off-road only.

r Scr n
049-ALL56010 ..Std (Moog K772) ..... $45.99
049-ALL56011 ..+1/2” (Moog K772) ... $45.99
049-ALL56012 ..+1” (Moog K772) ..... $45.99

r o t n
049-ALL56014 ..Std (Moog K6024) ... $45.99
049-ALL56015 ..+3/8” (Moog K6136) $45.99
049-ALL56018 ..Std (Moog K5208) ... $45.99
049-ALL56019 ..+1/2” (Moog K5208) $45.99
o r Scr n

049-ALL56030 ..Std (Moog K727) ..... $45.99
049-ALL56031 ..+1/2” (Moog K727) ... $45.99
049-ALL56034 ..Standard GM/Chry .. $45.99
049-ALL56035 ..+1/2” GM/Chry.......... $45.99
o r d n

049-ALL56038 ..Std (Moog K6141) ... $45.99
049-ALL56042 ..Std (Moog K5103) ... $45.99
049-ALL56046 ..Std (Moog K6145) ... $45.99
049-ALL56047 ..+1/2” (Moog K6145) $45.99

MUSTANG II SPINDLES
Stock height spindles 
are a direct replace-

ment for OE. Includes official 
IMCA stamp of approval.

049-ALL56303 ..... Left ....... $114.99
049-ALL56304 ......... Right .... $114.99

GM METRIC SPINDLES
Fit 1980-88 GM mid-size 
cars & S10/S15 2WD trucks. 

New replacement 
OEM style spindles 
that are manufactured 
from ductile cast iron. 
Standard ride height.

555-64015 .................Left/Right .... $189.99
555-64016 ........... Left Only ..............$94.99
555-64017 ........... Right Only ............$94.99

 SUSPENSION TUBES
Steel tubes 
are formed using 
.095 wall DOM & are yellow zinc 
plated. Drawn 6061-T6 aluminum tubes provide 
more strength over extruded. Consistent wall 
thickness for better engagement & deep knurl.
S a d St  Tu in
921-36181 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36182 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36183 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36184 ...14”x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ...$11.99
921-36185 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36186 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36187 ...17” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-19512 ...12” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$11.99
921-19513 ...13” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19513-1 .13.5” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim ..$12.99
921-19514 ...14” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19515 ...15” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19516 ...16” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19517 ...17” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19518 ...18” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
on S a d
A uminum Tu in
921-36079 ...9” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim.......$9.99
921-36080 ...10” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ....$9.99
921-36081 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36082 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36083 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36084 ...14” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36085 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36086 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99

STEEL TUBING ENDS
For building custom 
length suspension tubes.
049-ALL22504 ....5/16”-24 RH, 1/2”x .058” .....$5.99
049-ALL22508 ....3/8”-24 RH, 5/8”x .058” .......$5.99
049-ALL22509 ....3/8”-24 LH, 5/8”x .058” .......$5.99
049-ALL22512 ....3/8”-24 RH, 3/4”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22513 ....3/8”-24 LH, 3/4”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22518 ....1/2”-20 RH, 7/8”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22519 ....1/2”-20 LH, 7/8”x .058” .......$6.99
049-ALL22522 ....1/2”-20 RH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22523 ....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22526 ....1/2”-20 RH, 1”X .065” .........$9.99
049-ALL22527 ....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .065”  .........$9.99
049-ALL22534 ....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22535 ....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .058” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22538 ....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .095” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22539 ....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .095” ..........$9.99
049-ALL22542 ..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .095” ..$13.99
049-ALL22543 ..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .095” ...$15.99
049-ALL22546 ..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$13.99
049-ALL22547 ..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .120” ...$15.99
049-ALL22550 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .095” ..$13.99
049-ALL22551 ..3/4”-16 LH, 1-1/4”x .095” ...$15.99
049-ALL22554 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$13.99
049-ALL22555 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120” ..$15.99
049-ALL22558 ..3/4”-16 RH, 1-3/8”x .095” ..$14.99
049-ALL22559 ..3/4”-16 LH, 1-3/8”x .095” ...$16.99

G-BODY TRAILING 
ARM BUSHING

The softer rubber insert in 
this bushing allows more 
suspension travel for improved handling, 
traction, and hook-up. Use with stock OEM 
trailing arms. Meets most track rules that 
require a “rubber only”. Fits GM metric mid-
size G-Body vehicles. 1/pkg.
555-60561 .. Trailing Arm Bushing ... $38.99

MUSTANG II FRONT 
CALIPER BRACKETS

For use in racing applica-
tions & street rods. Fit 1974-

80 Pinto or 1974-78 Mustang II 
and use GM Metric calipers & 
Granada style rotors/hubs. This 

combination converts the brake system to 
11” rotors and 5 x 4.5” bolt pattern wheels. 
Note: Does not fit 1971-73 Pinto spindles.
555-630655 ......... Front Left ....... ea.$18.99
555-630656 ......... Front Right..... ea.$18.99

  BRAKE ROTORS
Str t ra A St  

ac m nt ra  
otors

Vaned rotors 
provide superior strength & perfor-

mance. GM models are 2.75 lbs lighter & 25% 
stronger than OE. Ford models save 2.5 lbs & 
are 10%. Extra long wheel studs & bearing 
races installed.
 tric 8 8  ont  ar o
a i u, 8  ut ass a

921-9850-6501 ..5 x 4-3/4” Bolt Circle, 7/16” 
Wheel Studs................$69.99

921-9851-8500 ..Wheel Bearing Kit .ea.$19.99
921-9851-8501 ..Dust Cap ...................ea.$8.99
ord 80 Pinto ustan

921-9850-6511..5 x 4-1/2” Bolt Circle, 1/2” 
Wheel Studs ..............$69.99

921-9851-8510..Wheel Bearing Kit .ea.$19.99
921-9851-8502..Dust Cap .................ea.$8.99

ELECTRIC RIGHT FRONT 
BRAKE SHUT-OFF KIT

Allows driver to disable 
the right front brake at 
the flip of a switch. Kit includes 

the electronic solenoid 
valve, brake line fit-

tings, fuse, instruction sheet and moisture 
resistant toggle switch with protective boot.
555-63004 ..... Brake Shut-Off Kit .....$69.99

MANUAL RIGHT FRONT 
BRAKE SHUT-OFF VALVE

Includes preci-
sion machined 

brass 2000 PSI valve, 3/8”-24 
inverted flare female 
brake line fitting adapters 

and instruction sheet.
555-631600 .........Shut-Off Valve ......$43.99

STAGGER 
GAUGE

Measures tire diameter and automatically 
converts it to circumference. Provides accu-
rate, consistent stagger measurements every 
time. Measures in 1/4” increments.
049-ALL10116 ..... 65” to 115” ...........$53.99

DIGITAL TIRE DEPTH 
GAUGE

Measures to 1/1000 of a inch. Features 
an inch/mm button, on/off button & 
a zero out button. Digital display.
514-56100 ....Digital ........... $21.99

TIRE DUROMETER
New tires, from the same compound, 
can vary in hardness. A 
durometer will quickly 
& accurately check tire hardness. Large 
2” face measures 0-100 in 1-point increments. 
Includes storage pouch & is ASTM certified.
555-81670 .......Tire Durometer ........$59.99

 LUG NUTS & STUDS

8” acin   Studs
Larger than stock wheel studs for racing 
applications. 0.690” knurl (use with 43/64” 
hole in axle flange or hub). 5 per pkg.
555-65150 ...-11, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65151 ...-11, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65152 ...-11, 3.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65155 ...-18, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$13.99
555-65156 ...-18, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$13.99

Large diameter 
open end lug nuts 
will not pull through the wheel. 5/pkg.
Sin  Sid d ” H  u  uts
555-65170 ....7/16”-20, Steel ...............$4.99
555-65171 ....1/2”-20 , Steel ................$4.99
555-65172 ....12mm x 1.5, Steel .........$4.99
555-65173 ....5/8”-11, Steel .................$4.99
555-65174 ....5/8”-18, Steel .................$4.99
555-65180 ....5/8”-11, Aluminum ........$9.99
555-65181 ....5/8”-18, Aluminum ......$11.99
ou  Sid d ” H  u  uts

555-65175 ....5/8”-11, Steel .................$6.99
555-65185 ....5/8”-11, Aluminum ........$9.99

TIRE SPOONS

S e p a r a t e s 
the tire from the rim after breaking the bead.
049-ALL10103 ..... Straight, 24” .........$29.99
049-ALL10104 ..... Curved, 16.5” .......$32.99

BEAD BREAKER
Makes quick work of break-

ing down even the most 
stubborn tire beads. Durable 

steel construction with rubber hand 
grips. For use with 15 in wheels.

049-ALL10105 ...... Bead Breaker ......$43.99
049-ALL10106 ...... with Wide Jaw ......$46.99

LUG WRENCH
1” diameter tube with a shallow 1” 

socket welded to one end and 
rotating piece of plastic 

pipe attached to 
the other. The 10” handles are angled with 

rubber grips and the overall length is 23”.
049-ALL10108 ...... Angle Handle .......$38.99

HEATED TIRE GROOVER
Insert a blade into the 
groover, set blade height 
with a tire depth gauge 
and set the power level. 
Place the cutting 
edge against the tire 
surface and apply pressure to activate rocker 
switch, creating instant heat. Includes 4/32”, 
6/32”, 8/32” and 10/32” flat blades.
049-ALL10270 ..... Tire Groover...... $389.99

 CIRCLE TRACK WHEELS
A Ho  ”  8”

CNC spun-
form rim 
shell offers lower run-
out than competitors. 
Specially-designed safety 
bead locks tire on rim, but 
makes tire mounting easier. Provides 10 
additional square inches of brake cooling 
area. Includes IMCA decal and weigh 19 lbs.
125-58DXXI ............. 15X8 Black .......$56.99 
125-58DXXIS ........... 15X8 Silver .......$56.99

A Ho  ”  8” ad oc
Beadlock wheels are a standard 
8-spoke in a silver or black 
powder coat or a chrome 
finish. Include outer rings & 
1/2” head high grade bolts. 
Integrated mud cover dzus 
tabs formed into beadlock ring 
for 360° support & flush fit. Weigh 22.5 lbs.
125-58DXXXIL ....... 15X8 Black ...... $113.99 
125-58DXXXISL ..... 15x8 Silver ...... $113.99
id   s it  Armor d  

Unique Armor Edge is an outer 
bead flange lip that adds 
extra strength to crate a 
strong crush zone. Spun 
formed Wide 5 wheel uses 
a proprietary welding tech-
nique to increase strength.
125-58SRXX.....15x8  Black/Silver ...$79.99 
125-50SRXX.....15x10 Black/Silver ..$90.99
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Publisher's Note

Continued on page 4

With all of the various forms of information available
on the Internet these days (websites, Facebook,
Twitter, etc.), it’s never been easier to see what is
going on in Florida during Speedweeks. When you
can instantly see pictures of race cars, the Atlantic
Ocean and palm trees; it also makes it a whole lot
easier to become envious of everybody that gets to
make the trip. It’s even worse when you’re
constantly being sent pictures of your prized Heart
O’Texas Speedway can cooler that disappeared at
Oktoberfrest, shown at numerous locations across the
state of Florida. One of these years we’ll make our
way back down south, but for now, we’ll just rely on
looking at our computer screen.

While it’s nice to keep tabs on what’s happening
during Speedweeks, you just can’t beat being there in
person. There’s nothing better than the sweet smell of
high-octane race gas from a Late Model or methanol
exhaust fumes from a Sprint Car at the race track.

With Speedweeks in Florida wrapping up recently, the
local racing season is just around the corner. There
has been some big news on the national and local
scene since our last on-line issue. One of the items on

the national scene that came as somewhat of a
surprise to us, was the cancellation of the racing
season at Irwindale Speedway. We’ve all seen, or
heard of short tracks closing around the nation in the
past few years. Typically, they have been smaller
tracks in much smaller markets. Irwindale was a state
of the art facility, just slightly over 10-years-old, and
was in one of the biggest markets in the country (Los
Angeles). How that track didn’t survive really comes
as a shock . My gut tells me it may have had
something to do with building a facility for people with
champagne taste, when most of the people that use
the facility are on a beer budget.

The other national news release that caught my
attention was the announcement of a special short
track race at Daytona in 2013. A temporary oval will
be constructed on the back stretch. The Modifieds,
Late Models and K&N Series will run on Monday
and Tuesday night of Speedweeks. While I think it’s a
neat idea, there’s a place just down the road that
already runs two of these divisions (Modifieds and
Late Models), and has been doing so for 30+ years
during Speedweeks. New Smyrna announced they
will give the Modified teams the night off during the
shows at the big track, but it will be interesting to see
how this addition impacts the events at New Smyrna
in 2013. Time will tell, and it isn’t the first time the
World Series of Asphalt racing has had competition
for asphalt racers. During one of our first trips to
Daytona in the early 1990’s, Volusia still had a paved
track and a dirt track. Many of the same classes
were running at New Smyrna and Volusia during the
same time frame. Back then, there were enough cars
and race fans to go around. These days; not so much.

On the local scene, a couple of big announcements
came out for the ASA Midwest Tour and Big-8 Late
Model series. The ASA Midwest Tour has finalized
their plans to race at the Milwaukee Mile, with the
Big-8 cars. It’s been a while since the local Late
Models have been able to run at the Mile. Hopefully
the Tuesday night show works out for everyone.
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Kris McMartin

Dirty Talkin'

Here in the Midwest we have this nasty thing that we
call winter and it can start as early as October and
hang on well into April.  This unfortunately makes for
a relatively long off season for the racing community,
when in other areas of the country there are various
forms of racing starting as early as February and can

last well into November.   The off season in the
Midwest is very long and leaves its fans and its
drivers waiting through several months without its
racing fix.

The racing community is its very own culture and
when you are removed from this culture for so long
because of the winter season there is a culture shock.
We have racing banquets, swap meets, track and
series meetings to plan for the next racing season, and
even plan big Daytona 500 parties where we can get
our racing community together for a few hours here
and there but that just leaves us wishing that we were
all at the track rather than the venue we happen to be
meeting at.  For any die hard racing fan or driver
racing is a passion you could even say it was an
addiction.  For some of us more than others the
addiction is very strong and unfortunately unless we
have enough money to travel around the world
chasing races we just have to wait out the winter.
Like any junkie with an addiction, both race fans and
drivers go through a long period of withdrawal which
usually manifests about the time that the NASCAR
season ends and it does not end until the first race of
the next season.   There is no rehab available and for
most there is nothing that can substitute.

By the time that April gets here, and the rains start
coming down, we just want our racing fix and will do
just about anything to get it.  We do things like watch
weather reports for everywhere within driving
distance and gauging what tracks may get their
season openers in and which ones may not.  We then
plan where we are going and what the alternatives
may be in the event that the first choice is rained out.
We are willing to go and watch even when it is so
cold that we have to wear our snowmobile suits in
order to be comfortable.

With this winter being so mild and with so little snow
there were several times over this particular off
season where we were left to wonder why we were
not racing.  With weather in the 50’s over Christmas
and again in January it was hard to believe we were
in the Midwest at all.  This has made the waiting this
year even harder than most and as we near March I
am looking forward to a warm spring with beautiful
weather on the weekends so that the area tracks are
able to get their season openers in the books and us
fans and drivers can once again be back in the culture
that we love so much.

The Big-8 Series 2012 schedule was also recently
released, with several new events in addition to the
Milwaukee Mile. The Big-8 group will make their first
appearance at State Park Speedway in Wausau, WI,
along with a special Tuesday night special at
LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway over the Fourth of
July holiday.

The ASA Midwest Tour also modified their schedule
with the addition of a second show at Elko for the
annual Thunderstruck race. The part about this
change I liked the most is the Elko show is now on its
own weekend and does not conflict with the National
Short Track Championships in Rockford. While there
may not be a lot of crossover of fans and drivers

between those two events, those of us that
like the opportunity to attend both, can now
do so.

In other news closer to home, we were
saddened to see the ASA Midwest Tour
will not be visiting Raceway Park in
Shakopee this year. There was a late
addition to the Raceway Park schedule
with a 75-lap Hobby Stock/Thunder Car
race currently scheduled for Labor Day
afternoon. We are not aware of any other
specials for this type of car on Labor Day.
With no schedule conflicts, one would hope
a large field is on hand. It sure would be
nice to see a big stock car race again on

Labor Day in
Minnesota.

And finally, this summer
will be the 25th Annual
USA Nationals at Cedar
Lake Speedway.
Despite an afternoon
downpour on the final
day, all three-days of
the show went off
without a hitch last year.
Each year, there are
items that happen on,
and off the track, that make you
look forward to the next event. I’m
not sure how last year’s event can
be topped, but I think that every
year, and it seems to keep
happening.

All in all, it’s shaping up to be a great season here in
the upper-Midwest.

Photos above and left of my prized Heart
O' Texas Speedway can cooler on tour

without me during Speedweeks

continued from page 3
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Turtle's Official NASCAR Members Club Chapter  
Presents  

Racing to Make a Difference, Lap 6 
March 18, 2012 

Event Details: 
Sunday March 18th at Turtle’s 1890 Social Centre — 112 South Lewis Street, Shakopee, MN  

Lunch and Silent Auction 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Cost is $10 per person (More if you wish) 

A lunch will be provided 
Silent Auction 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Proceeds will benefit Big Brothers Big sisters 
 

For tickets, questions or to donate to the Silent  

Auction please call 

Bryan Turtle at 952-445-9668 or 

Mike Spiess at 952-403-1760 

Silent auction examples: 
Tickets to NASCAR races locally and 

nationally, theater tickets,   
overnight stay at hotels, hand blown glass,  

bowling parties, Avon gift basket,  

restaurant gift certificates, massages 

Some of our donors: 
Raceway Park , Turtle’s Bar & Grill, Grand Casino 

Hinkley, Minnesota Timberwolves, Minnesota Vikings, 
Dahlgreen Golf Club, Homestead Miami Speedway 
Mystic Lake Casino Hotel,  The Guthrie Theater, 

Lifetouch, Elko Speedway, 
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Stan Meissner

The Inside Dirt

continued on page 7

Danica Patrick’s move to NASCAR has resulted in
the biggest media storm in the history of the sport of
racing.  Let me make it clear at the outset that I am
not one of her detractors and consider myself one of
her fans.  Sexy commercials aside as a husband and
the father of three daughters and four granddaughters
I wouldn’t dare to be anything but a Danica fan.
Considering how outnumbered I am you might say
that my life depends on it.  I raised my daughters to
believe that they can succeed through hard work and
determination and to deviate from my own advice by
belittling a successful woman would surely be my
undoing.  If Danica’s presence results in the non-
race-fan women in my family paying more attention
to racing I don’t think that’s a bad thing.  Today’s
race cars aren’t the ill handling beasts of the 1950’s
so it’s no longer necessary for a driver to be a crew
cut wearing, cigar chomping, beer drinking ex WWII
Marine to handle one.  Fitness and hand eye
coordination are the most important factors and they
can come in small packages.

Big time racing media in my humble opinion tend to be
a bit full of themselves.  When a NASCAR driver

goes Sprint Car racing they’re considered to
be out playing around having fun.  Never mind
that the Outlaws carve out a tough living criss
cross the country racing upwards of 100 nights
or that it took decades for Tony Stewart to
score his first WoO victory.  Dirt track racing
is real racing but it just happens to play out in a
more down-to-earth setting.  It’s easy to
understand how the big time racing media in
their suits and air conditioned media centers
could look down their noses at grass roots
racing.  Likewise when Indy Car or Formula
One drivers make the transition to Stock Cars
they’re treated as if they came from an
inferior form of the sport and they have no
experience.  You probably know what I’m
getting at, Danica’s driving skills have for the
most part been overlooked.  For that matter,
the driving skills of Indy Car and Sprint Car
drivers tend to be looked down on by the
majority of the Stock Car media.

Danica has impressed me throughout her career and
it has little to do with her television commercials.
Some racing fans complain that Danica Patrick uses
her sex appeal to sell but male drivers have done the
same thing without a negative word being said.
Women have been swooning over commercials
featuring drivers such as Kasey Kahne, Jeff Gordon,
and Dale Earnhardt Jr. for years.  True, those male
drivers might not have been wearing bathing suit,s but
I defer to the differences between men and women.
The women in my life tell me that they consider
commercials featuring fully clothed male drivers “hot”
so I have to take their word for it.  Sure Danica’s
commercials tend to be corny and over hyped but
they’re money grabbers and money equals speed.
Anything that brings money and attention to the sport
is a good thing.  If anyone doesn’t believe that sexism
is alive and well in 2012 all they have to do is read
any racing message board post that mentions Danica
in the heading.  Don’t think for a minute that she’s not
under a lot of pressure to succeed.  Indy Car drivers
have had mixed success transitioning to Stock Cars as
I’m sure she is well aware.  The male dominated
sport of racing will put her under greater scrutiny than

any driver to ever
climb into a Cup car.
NASCAR could be
great for her or it
could be her undoing,
only time will tell.  I
for one, hope that she
does well and proves
the doubters wrong.

The biggest
controversy
surrounding Danica
centers on Stewart-
Haas Racing acquiring
the top 35 spot in the
points earned by Dave
Blaney for Tommy
Baldwin Racing.  I
have gone on the

record as being a big fan of Dave Blaney through
some admittedly difficult years.  Whenever Blaney
appeared poised to win a race the wheels would
usually fall off as literally happened in 2001’s Cracker
Barrel 500 at Atlanta.  Over the years it seems that
whenever Dave got into a good situation bad luck
would dominate his season and he’d end up losing the
ride.  I’m still a huge fan of Dave Blaney but he’s
getting to the age where NASCAR’s fascination with
the next young phenomenon will soon catch up to him
so time is running out on his opportunities.

There is a lot of outrage among some of Dave’s fans
about Tommy Baldwin’s top 35 points sale.  I’m going
to buck the trend here because I don’t think it’s going
to hurt Dave as much as some think.  Dave raced his
way into the Daytona 500 and the equipment, sponsor
exposure and affiliation with one of the “have” teams
will outweigh any perceived disadvantage brought on
by having to qualify for five races.  Personally I think
that NASCAR’s top 35 rule is ridiculous.  Time trials,
Heats and a B Main would be more to my liking.
Jimmy Johnson or Dale Jr. time poorly, smack the
wall in their Heat and fail to transfer out of the B
Main?  Too bad, load it up and try again next week.
That’s what us dirt heads refer to as real racing.
Danica didn’t make the rules, other teams have
transferred points in the past but those transactions
pretty much went under the radar.

Danica got caught up in a nasty crash in her Daytona
qualifier and handled the resulting interview like a
professional.  She lined up ahead of 42 other drivers
in the Nationwide race and ended up getting turned
around by another machine and crashed out through
no fault of her own.  It’s tough to earn the pole
position in any racing series and that is exactly what
she did in Nationwide though the end results were
less than hoped for.  In the Daytona 500 Danica tried
to steer clear of a spinning Jimmy Johnson on lap two
but couldn’t avoid him and sustained damage that
relegated her to a 38th place finish.  I was impressed
when she applied the first rule of open wheel racing,

Chris Graythen/Getty Images for NASCAR

Stan Meissner photo

Craig Dollansky started his season with a bang down
in Florida when he captured wins with both the All
Stars and World of Outlaws.  Dollansky is due for a
championship and with this could be Craig’s year. 
This picture was taken at the May 1, 2010 Jackson,

Minnesota, World of Outlaws show.
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avoid a direct hit on another driver at all costs.  It
appeared to from my perspective that she would have
ate the wall rather than t-bone Johnson.  You learn
that respect in open wheel racing from Sprints and
Midgets all the way up to F1 and Indy Cars.

In the meantime the bad luck Gods that seem to have
plagued Dave Blaney looked the other way on this
night.  Juan Pablo Montoya was involved in a freak
accident with one of the jet dryers while under
caution.  JPM is very lucky that his car did not
become wedged in the wreckage or the outcome
could have been devastating.  As a former flight deck
sailor it was obvious that the Daytona rescue crew
never gave much though to the possibility they’d be
fighting a jet fuel fire of that magnitude or they’d have
had a better foam delivery system.  I shudder to think
what might have happened if Jaun had not been able
to walk away from the wreck.  Fortunately Montoya
and the truck driver escaped the inferno and the
resulting red flag had Dave Blaney fans doing a rain
dance.  The Speedway crew was able to patch the
charred asphalt and resume the race after a lengthy
delay.  Some question if that would have been the
case if one of NASCAR’s favorite sons had been
leading.  Nevertheless, Dave Blaney salvaged a 15th
place finish after the restart and I don’t think he’ll
have any issues staying in the top 35 this season.  I’m
not a huge NASCAR fan nor do I consider myself an
authority but I follow the sport with the emphasis on
former Sprint Car drivers.  Blaney is benefiting from
the TBR deal so that is even more of a reason for me
to cheer for Danica Patrick.

Brooke Tatnell spent the winter of 2011/2012 racing
in his native Australia.  Highlights included winning his
fifth Australian Championship at Adelaide, placing
second in World Series Sprintcar points (the Aussie
equivalent to the World of Outlaws) and winning the
Jack Daniels Nationals at Speedway City.  In
Tatnell’s absence his familiar #59 “Golden Rocket”
was driven by none other than NASCAR driver Dave
Blaney in Florida Speedweeks competition.  Blaney
managed a couple of 20th place finishes in Florida
based car owner Tom Leidig’s machine.  The team
receives help with their engine program from another
well known name in NASCAR, Ray Evernham.  It’s
tough to jump into another type of racing after a long
layoff even with World of Outlaw and Knoxville
Nationals titles in one’s resume.

Pat Doar wheeled his familiar #11 to an eleventh
place finish and Rookie of the Year honors with the
World of Outlaws Late Model series in 2011.  Doar
has kicked off his second season with the touring
group and took a series best fifth place finish at
Ocala’s Bubba Raceway Park on February 18.  I

look for Doar to improve over last year now that
he’s more familiar with the tracks and competition.

Another local driver looking to run an ambitious
schedule is the driver featured in the last issue of
the Midwest Racing Connection, Andy Jones.
Andy has put together a 360 Sprint Car schedule
that includes events at Nebraska’s I80, Jackson,
Husets, Knoxville, Lucas Oil Speedway, Little
Rock and Tuscon.  Andy told me in a recent text
message that he is seeking more sponsorship that
will enable the team to add even more races to
their current 35 event schedule.  That’s a pretty
aggressive Sprint Car schedule for someone who
still refers to himself as a “Modified” guy in victory
lane.  Do you think his casual approach to Sprints
is serious or is he just pulling our leg?  I’d say that
a guy who hangs around Craig Dollansky’s shop
taking notes might be a little bit more serious about
Sprints than he’s letting on.  Andy’s schedule
includes plenty of UMSS action so area fans will
have ample opportunity to see him race locally.

Jason Meyers shocked the Sprint Car world with
his recent announcement that he would be leaving
the World of Outlaws tour after winning two
consecutive championships.  Jason’s fourteen race
farewell tour will culminate with a March 23rd
race at Calistoga Raceway.  Jason stated that his
reason for leaving the World of Outlaws tour was
an agreement to step down when his children
reached school age.  As a family man I consider
that an honorable explanation and applaud his
decision.  As a racing fan, I’m looking at the
developments that preceded this announcement,
including an attempt to add a second car to the
team with Stevie Smith as driver, and the
subsequent loss of one of his ownership partners,
just as the deal was coming together.  Jason is well
educated and his family owns a California
construction business so I’m confident that he will
succeed in whatever he does.

Cedar Lake’s special events schedule is posted on
their website at cedarlakespeedway.com.  Of
particular interest to this writer are the five Sprint
Car specials including two UMSS shows, the IRA
at the Triple and Jerry Richert Sr. Memorial (with
UMSS) along with the annual World of Outlaws
stop.  Their two-day opener, School Bus races,
Pack the Track night, Masters, Night of Destruction,
USA Nationals and Legendary 100 round out a nice
lineup of special events.  Weekly racing fills in
keeping the facility busy every weekend from April 6
through their September 22 Enduro with the exception
of no racing on Labor Day weekend.  I’m hoping to
be able to piece together a full schedule this year that
will include many of these races.  The big Sprint

continued from page 6

shows and several others for sure with my sights set
on adding some weekly races whenever possible.

I’m looking forward to seeing you at the races!

Top photo - Pat Doar at the 2011 USA
Nationals.  Pat won Rookie of the year

honors, and brought his familiar #11 home
in 11th place with the World of Outlaws

Late Model series.  Doar is taking it out on
the road again in 2012, and is sure to move
into the top 10 in this year’s points chase.

Bottom photo - Two time World of Outlaws
Sprint Car champion, Jason Meyers, hauls it

into turn one at the Jackson Speedway on
May 1, 2010.  Meyers shocked the Sprint Car
world with his recent announcement that he
will be leaving the tour to raise his family. 

Considering that just a few months ago,
preparations were being made to field a two

car team with Stevie Smith, one has to
wonder if there isn’t more to this story.  One
of Jason’s co-owners left the team just prior

to the announcement.

Stan Meissner photo

Stan Meissner photo
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Steve Rubeck picked up the
Big 8 Late Model Series
championship in 2011, edging
out Dale Nottestad and
defending champion Jeremy
Miller. We first met Rubeck
after picking up the series title
at Oktoberfest, and recently
caught up with Steve as he
prepares for the 2012 racing
season. Due to the possibility
of children reading this on-line
publication, we can’t spell out
what FIB stands for on the
roof of Steve’s race cars.
Needless to say, the definition
we were given for the
acronym FIB was very
funny.

How did you get involved in short track racing?
I’ve always been a racer at heart. When I was a
little kid, I would get my go kart or motorcycle and
make my own track. I was a racer in that sense.
When it comes to local short track racing, I was a
little bit of a trouble maker in my local area. I just
decided that it was time to stop getting in trouble and
take my vehicular talents to the legal side of things.
We built a short tracker and started racing in 1991.
That’s where it all started. I haven’t quit since.

When and where was your first race?
The first race was in the short tracker for the
National Short Track Championships in 1991. We
had a Chevy Monza and had no idea what we were
doing.  We didn’t even have a mirror in the car, and I
was lapped somewhere around lap five or six. I was
about run over a dozen times. When I got out of the

car, I said I never want to do that again. They all
thought I wanted to quit, but I was saying that I
never wanted to get lapped again.

What would you consider your biggest win at
this point in your career?
Geez, that’s a tough one. Right now, it would
probably be winning in the Big-8 main event at
Oktoberfest in 2010.

What would you consider your home track?
Rockford would be my home track. Actually, I
have about three that I would consider my home
track – Rockford, Madison and the Dells.

How did you end up with the name "FIB" on
the roof of your car?
I’ve got a ton of nick names, and Brad JJ Mueller
gave it to me a few years ago after one of his

carnage cruise adventures. Had a
good ring to it, since I’m always
racing against the cheeseheads.
And I know they really hate
when we drive on their
interstates, and that I like to call
Wisconsin, “Illinois State Park”,
I could use it to rattle the fans or
just have fun with it.

You’ve done some Super Late
Model racing in the past, and
more recently with the Big 8
type car. What draws you to
race with the Big 8 Series?
The competition is the biggest
thing. I ran a Limited Late in the
1990’s for a handful of years at

Rockford and Madison. Back then, it was time to
grow up, or get out and do something.  A Super Late
Model became available from Kevin Lyon. We built a
Super Late in 2001, and once I got into a Super Late,
I never wanted to do anything else. I enjoyed
everything about those cars; big shocks, big brakes,
big engines, big carburetors and everything else.
That’s why they call them Super Late Models.
There’s not a lot of places close by for me that I can
go with that car. With the Limited Late, it‘s kind of
like that feeling again.  We’re on a really hard tire to
race on. You can’t use all of the motor and you can’t
use the big shocks and other big money items. These
cars put it more in the hands of the driver, and show
how it should be, or at least that’s how I see it.
Sometimes we get a little caution happy, but I don’t
know what series doesn’t get caution happy.
Everybody is out there learning, but for the most part,

Big-8 Late Model Champion
Steve Rubeck

Big-8 Late Model Champion
Steve Rubeck

continued on page 9

Rubeck following a Wisconsin Challenge
Series win at Rockford in 2006 (left

photo), Rubeck in the early Short Tracker
days (right photo)

Marty Langenberg photo

Dan Plan photo

Bruce Nuttleman photo
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the guys that are out there running side-by-side, keep
it clean. I want to be challenged when I’m behind the
wheel, and this tire does that. A lot of guys don’t like
the tire, and sometimes I don’t like it, but you just take
a step back, figure out a way around it and get the job
done. That’s what the sport is really about.

You had a couple of nice bookends to your season,
winning the season opener at Rockford and
capping things off with the Big 8 title. What did
you enjoy most about your championship run this
year?
I guess taking a car I hadn’t driven before. I don’t
have a lot of time with a Pathfinder car, which is
what the Atchisons have for a Limited Late Model.
To get the car dialed in as quick as we did, and get it
to do the things that I wanted it to do was very
satisfying. Not only for me, but for the crew and the
owners Tom and Carol. Tom and Carol are
awesome. They give you what you need.

What was the most challenging part of winning
the Big 8 title?
I had never been to three of the tracks; Jefferson,
Columbus and Slinger. With the Short Tracker, I
raced at Jefferson around 1993, but never had a
Limited Late at any of the three of those places. At
Columbus, we took the wrong package there. It was
just by sheer luck that we started up front and
finished second.  The racing Gods were with us that
day. At Jefferson, I approached that race way too
cautiously. I wasn’t my normal patiently-aggressive
self. I cut my front tire down battling for the lead, and
had to pit. We started in the back with less than 20 to
go and finished seventh. The last part of race was
more my style of racing. Slinger was good, and we
finished second at that one. I really like that place
(Slinger)and want to go back there. I call it Rockford
Speedway on steroids. I had watched a few races at
Slinger, and one race came to mind while I was
racing. I lead 60 or so laps, and the car got tight
around lap 30. Rich Bickle came to mind, because I

watched him win a race there with a tight race car,
and he went to the high side. I didn’t occur to me until
the last 12 laps to go to the high-side. The caution had
come out, and with the cone rule, nobody went to the
outside. With a tight race car, you can do that. We
went out there, and the car hung out there
fantastically, and finished second. It helps to watch
veterans go around a race track.

What are your plans for 2012?
For 2012, I have both of my Super Lates back and
should be on track. I’m going to try and run 3-4 Super
Late races with the CRA in Indiana. I’m going to try
the Red, White and Blue series at Kaukauna. Bruce
from B&B does the engines for my Super Late, so I
want to go up there and hopefully put another B&B
car in victory lane.  With the Limited Late, I think we
are going to give another shot at the Big-8 title. We
might also do some jumping around with this car too.

continued from page 8

Mark Melchiori photo

Photo Courtesy of AlanBekielwski

The Big-8 car isn’t a done deal yet. We still need to
secure sponsorship for it and that’s where everything
lies. Unfortunately, you need money to go racing, and
money is a little bit tight right now.
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Going in
Circles

By Charlie Spry
During the long, cold winter months, I like to take the
chance to catch up on my stats for the previous
racing season, adding winners to my overall tally.
I’ve done quite a bit of research over the past few
years in order to come up with all-time feature winner
lists for most paved tracks in Wisconsin, at least as
far back as the late 1960’s, and in some cases, even
earlier.  It is an ongoing process which may never be
completed, but interesting, nonetheless.

At Columbus, Dave Schmidt’s five heat wins in 2011
for the Bandit division gives him a total of 19 here, the
all time leader in heat wins for the class.

At Golden Sands, Kyle Genett’s three feature wins in

the pure stock division gives him 13
total, which ties Marv Flick for most in
the division since its inception.

At Marshfield, Mark Eswein’s single
super late model feature win bumps
him ahead of Eugene Gregorich Jr. for
total feature wins here for the division.
Eswein now has 29 to Gregorich’s 28.

Also at Marshfield, Derk Hauser’s
single feature win in the CWMSA four
cyl. division makes him the all-time
leader here for the division, with
thirteen feature wins.  He passed up
Keith Wirtz, Kyle Opelt and Jeremiah
Strauss, each with twelve.  Derk may be in
competition soon with his dad, however, as Steve
Hauser won four features in 2011, giving him eleven
total.

At State Park Speedway near Wausau, I’ve only
been able to complete my lists as far back as 1971,
but do know that Mark Mackesy’s three feature wins
in 2011 for the super lates gives him 35 total, putting
him in third spot.  Of course, Dick Trickle leads the
way with 64 feature wins, while Tom Reffner is
second with 56.

Also at State Park, Chad Dietsche’s three feature
wins in the mod four class gives him 18 total, making
him the all-time leader along with Dale Louze, who

also has 18.  For a year or two,
there were two four cylinder
classes running, so the results may
be a little different if counted
separately, but for the sake of
simplicity, I have counted them
together.

That is about all of the changes for
this year.  I am in the process right
now of working on stats for Lake
Geneva Raceway, which I still
need to do quite a bit of research
on.  I did come across an
interesting tidbit of information as I
was looking through 1978 results
for ‘Geneva, as on one night that

year, the big wheel races were won by Mark English
and Jamie Wallace, both of whom have gone on to
stellar careers racing automobiles.  Mark has won
many features in the International division at
Jefferson, and is the all-time leader for feature wins
for the class there, while Jamie has gone on to win
many features in super late models.  Start them
young!

I have also been collecting stats for heat race
victories at Madison, Columbus, and Jefferson as
well, and am working on 1994 right now.  After
looking through so many results lately, I have noticed
that in 1978, it seemed several tracks were suffering
as far as car counts and fan counts, while in 1994, it
seemed that most had strong fields of cars and I
would guess, good fan attendance.  My own memory
seems to play that out.

One trend that seems to be occurring in short track
racing as well as society in general, is the trend
towards more “corporate” run race tracks, and less of
the family-owned tracks.  Anyone that knows me,
knows that I fully support small business, as it is the
backbone of our country.  Some tracks have
remained in the same family for many years, and I
really respect that.  Jefferson Speedway has been in
the Tucker family for many years, as has Columbus
151 been under the tutelage of the Moore family for
many years.  Keep on keeping on!  What I like about
this is, that these tracks usually keep with a tried-and-
true racing program, with minimal changes.  You
know what you are going to get from year to year!

Mark Eswein now has
the most feature wins

at Marshfield
Dan Plan photo

Mark Mackesy is third in wins behind Trickle and Reffner
at State Park Speedway
Bruce Nuttleman photo



Page 11 March, 2012

Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'

Time to Start Planning

By Dean Reller

After watching all the action at Daytona, it’s time
to start thinking about the 2012 season, when a
race fan can get out and see the action first hand
rather than watching it on a 42 inch HD TV.  If
only I lived in Florida with the all the action around
Speed Weeks and the short track racing on both
the local pavement and dirt tracks.  However, the
wait up here in the north is a bit longer, but there
will be plenty of great racing to see as this year
unfolds.

April has traditionally been cold and wet, forcing
many tracks to schedule and reschedule their
opening night events.  Let’s hope that the mild
winter that we had will turn into a mild spring and
tracks can open on time this year.  I have compiled
a list of races that I would like to see this coming
year and I don’t think it covers everything.
Local short track action is always exciting and
each track offers a unique experience and always
plenty of action.  Friday nights have long time
bullring Princeton Speedway on my list as I always
enjoy the tight high-banked dirt track. For many
years I have had an association with the I-94
Speedway in Fergus Falls, it’s been a few years

since I have been up there, but I have been hearing
great things and I need to find a way to get back out
there.

Saturday nights provide plenty of options as Elko
Speedway once again will have a great weekly show,
with a couple of big races on schedule as well.  The one
that I have circled is June 2nd, when the ARCA Racing
Series makes its first ever visit to the state of Minnesota.
This series is the one for many of the up and coming
drivers and should be a lot of fun to see some of racings
future stars.  Ogilvie Raceway is a new track within the
last couple of years and surprisingly, I still haven’t made
it there yet.  Well, this year I plan on checking out the
buzz at the 3/8th’s mile dirt track.
Rounding out the weekends are two more fantastic
options.  Raceway Park in Shakopee, “The Action
Attraction” looks to live up to its billing as it caps off
weekends with Sunday night racing (the figure eight
races are nationally known).  This year another Sunday
night track, Granite City Speedway (formally the Golden
Spike Speedway) will be reopening and once again will
give me another option to catch a great short track
show.

The ASA Midwest Tour opens its season May 5th and
6th at Madison Wisconsin, it’s a bit of a drive, but it
would be a fun race to attend.  The spotlight will shine
on the series on Tuesday June 12th with a trip to the
historic Milwaukee Mile.  Several NASCAR drivers are

expected to participate and I’m still trying to figure out
how to make this weekday race and road trip work.
Saturday August 18th the tour comes to Elko and
returns again on September 22nd.  A stop at Iowa
Speedway is thrown in between on September 14th,
before the big finale on October 7th in the Oktoberfest
race at LaCrosse.  I’m a little disappointed that the
series won’t be racing at Raceway Park this year, but
I am glad that they added the second Elko race.  So, I
should be able to catch up with the Midwest Tour at
least four times this year.

Over the last couple of years, I have developed a new
found interest in road racing and Brainerd
International Raceway has two huge events that are
on my must see list.  The first is May 26th with the
NASCAR K&N Pro Series who will be making their
first trip to the track.  The other must see is the
Trans-Am Series on September 2nd.  The unique thing
to remember with these races is that they run rain or
shine, I just have to remember to be prepared.

Finally, a couple of road trips are in order this season
to “America’s Place To Race”, Iowa Speedway in
Newton, IA.  It’s really not a bad or long trip and well

continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

worth the drive.  The NASCAR Nationwide Series
will be there May 20th and August 4th, the Camping
World Trucks will be there July 14 and September 15
and the Indy Cars will be there June 23rd.  I know I
won’t be to make all of these but at least two or
possibly three I plan to attend.

As I sit in my living room, watching racing on TV, I
can’t wait until I can see the cars, feel the thunder of
the engines and smell (whatever it is to smell), of
racecars flying around a track in front of me live and
in person.  Watching racing on TV is great, but there
is no substitute for actually being there.
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Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668
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16783 Toronto Ave. Prior Lake, MN         952-440-6600

Appleton, WI
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By Dale P. Danielski

Auto Racing Facts,Auto Racing Facts,Auto Racing Facts,Auto Racing Facts,Auto Racing Facts,

Observances andObservances andObservances andObservances andObservances and

OpinionsOpinionsOpinionsOpinionsOpinions

Being less than a winter enthusiast, it’s always nice to
have a bit of a diversion to count on to get the racing
fix, especially if you aren’t one of the fortunate ones
to be able to catch racing action down south this time
of year. With that in mind we headed over to Tilleda,
WI., for some ice racing action.

A cool little ¼ mile or so oval was carved out there on
a pond in the town fed by Henning and Pony creeks,
allowing for racing action from the start of January
until the end of February weather permitting of
course. Even though this winter has seen some very
mild temperatures, ice depth here was estimated at

between 12-16 inches
which is plenty for full
bodied car racing.

And racing they do as the
group “Tilleda Thunder On
Ice” puts on events
featuring 5 divisions of
racing which include
ATV’s, front wheel, rear
wheel, studded and non
studded racing machines.
The mood here is pretty
laid back, and fun is the
main operative, but there is
a competitive side to this
type of racing as after all
there is a beginning and an
end to each race and a
checkered flag is awarded
to the first across the finish
line! The effort to compete
is a dedicated one as well,
as more goes into preparing
these racing machines than
one might think. This is
especially true in the
studded divisions of racing
as a ton of time is put into
putting the ice gripping
studs into tires on these
machines. According to
Sarah Scheibe, who has
raced here the last couple
seasons, it can take
anywhere from 8-25 hours
to get the right number of
studs and the proper
pattern in each of the tires
used on the racing vehicles.

The racing program here is
run very similarly to what
we are accustomed to at
tracks racing in the
summer months. Heat
races are conducted
leading up to feature events
in each division. Unlike
many ice venues there is
also a payback at the end
of the day for all
participants, derived from a
$5.00 fan admission fee
and the purchase of pit passes by competitors. Tilleda
Thunder is a club, so memberships can also be
purchased which result in discounted fees to enter
each event and also rewards pay at the end of the
season.

It really isn’t about the money though; rather it’s an
activity that helps to pass the long winter months here
in the Upper Midwest. According to Scheibe, “I used
to hate winter and the cold, but since I started racing
out here it makes it go so much faster. I almost look

forward to winter now!”

Today’s racing action was held on a blustery, cold

Photos - Top, full size cars coming at ya
racing. Middle, ATV action green means go.
Bottom, And you thought Hoosier tires only

worked on dirt or pavement.

Freddy Fryar #25 in his Pete Hamilton
built Nova, was the overall World Series

of Asphalt racing winner at New
Smyrna Beach Speedway.

Dale's Photo from the Past

continued on page 15
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Kart and Quarter Midget tire distributor
Bob Snyder

651-455-8589

"TIRES DESIGNED FOR CHAMPIONS"

winter afternoon but it didn’t deter from the racing
competition on the Tilleda pond. In dirt track racing,
sometimes you must fend off the cloud of dust flying
at you from tires gripping the clay surface, whereas
here today we had to shield our eyes from the fine ice
particles being kicked up in the air. A unique, but
pretty cool phenomenon none the less. There was
plenty of ice dust generated today as 41 racing
machines were shown on the line up board, some
arriving from as far away as Manistique, MI., for
events run during the afternoon.

The day’s action was very enjoyable and we didn’t
even find ourselves thinking of witnessing racing
down south or for the upcoming summer season.
Although after learning that the Tilleda pond produces
some pretty sizeable fish we may find ourselves
heading back up this way come June.

And dipping back into history in our first ever visit to
New Smyrna Beach Speedway, New Smyrna Beach,
FL., February 7-14, 1976, Late Model Feature
winners were Freddy Fryar, (2) Donnie Allison, Jody
Ridley, John Anderson and Gary Balough. OOPS! I
guess I was thinking about racing down south!...

continued from page 14 News, notes and comments welcome to Dale P.
Danielski at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th Ave N
Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650, at 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com ,
www.starmakermultimedia.com

MRC Quotes of the month
"What is a more dangerous position – ASA
Midwest Tour announcer or the drummer in
the band Spinal Tap?" (Anonymous source).
For those of you not old enough to remember the
movie Spinal Tap, I would suggest performing a
quick Internet search the movie and the history of
their drummers.

"NASCAR’s true diversity isn’t about helping
people with diverse ethnic and racial
backgrounds in racing. The true diversity is
allowing Micheal Waltrip and Juan Pablo
Montoya on the track at the same time as
Kyle Busch." (Anonymous source).
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