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Publisher's Note

Racing According
to Plan

Dan Plan

Well, hopefully you have all madeit through the
winter, and are now officialy into spring. Many tracks
in our neck of the woods are scheduled to open during
the month of April, and we' re looking forward to the
2011 season.

I’m usually quite envious of thefolksthat are ableto
make racing trips to the south over the winter.
Although I’ ve had my fair share of tripsin the past,
it's been severa years since | was able to get away
to awarmer climate over the winter. | have a specia
attraction to Texas for a couple of reason. First, and
foremost, thisiswhere | met my wife. Texasis her
home state, and all of her family still livesthere.
Secondly, they have some great racing in the state.
Although my wife and son have been able to make
the annual trek to Texas each year, I’ ve had to miss
out on the trip last several years for one reason or
another. Thisyear, | tagged along to visit thein-laws,
but was able to sneak in a couple of dirt track races
whilein town. On previoustrips, I’ ve alwaystried to
make my way over to Devil’s Bowl Speedway for
one night. Thiswas the first track | went to in the
state of Texas, and one of the first places | took my
wife on a date. Who would have thought | would take
somebody to adirt track on a date? This year, we
were a couple hours away from Mesquite, but | was
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able to attend two tracks that | had never been to
before.

My Texasin-laws have questioned why I’'m not in
town for the “big race” at Texas Motor Speedway .

I’ ve been to the big track in the past, and enjoyed the
Cup race, but | can see more actual racing at a
fraction of the price at the local short track. Sure, it's
cool to see Jimmie, Junior and Jeff under the bright
lights, but | have just as much fun watching a bunch
of guys (and gals) that I’ ve never seen or heard of,
battle for position on a short track. As Dan
Frederickson recently posted on Facebook “Anyone
who enjoys aNASCAR race in TV would probably
foam at the mouth if they experienced the excitement
of a short track race.” | couldn’t agree more.

| always enjoy going to anew track for the first time.
Y ou get to see things you may not necessarily see
done at your home track, and come home with afew
ideas that might be worth passing along. Y ou also
might see afew things that make you appreciate
what’sin your own back yard alittle bit more.

The two tracks | was able to venture to while on my
trip were Heart O’ Texas Speedway in Waco, and
Texas Thunder Speedway in Killeen. The two tracks
are about an hour away from each other, with Heart
O’ Texas running on Fridays, and Texas Thunder
Speedway running on Saturdays. Both tracks were
sanctioned by IMCA and run many of the same
divisons.

Continued on page 4
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Even though | was 1,200 miles from home, alot of
similaritiestook place at each track. | alwaystry to
make it apoint to make my way to the drivers
meeting if possible. It sall part of the show, and
typically pretty entertaining. The drivers meeting had
afamiliar feel, asthe race director in Killeen
reminded the drivers to respect each other and that
everybody needs to try to have fun. Then there were
the folks that thought the line-ups were wrong, and
the poor gal that hasthejob of writing down theline
ups (and has nothing to actually do with creation of
the lineups) has to listen to some verbal jabs because
somebody isgoing to start in the wrong spot. Oh, the
joys of working at aracetrack. Again, it'sall part of
the show to me. | didn’t have a clue as to who any of
the people were, but the arguments were all familiar,
albeit with a southern accent.

A couple of items stood out whilein Waco. | didn't
realize thisis the town where Dr. Pepper was
invented. If you don’t like Dr. Pepper, you're
probably going to go thirsty in thistown. The other
item was more closely related to racing. When | first
took a peak at the Heart O’ Texas website, | noticed
they had ten divisions on the schedule for aregular
race night. When | was younger most tracks only had
two or three divisions, but times have changed, and |
don’t see these days returning anytime soon. Many
tracks have been accused of back gate promotion, but
let’s face it, times have changed and the tracks have

MPLS/ST. PAUL

www.pirtekusa.com/fwp/midway/

—

PLYMOUTH
(651) 641-1414 (763) 475-0475

www.pirtckusa.com/fwp/plymouth/

to do something to make sure there are enough cars
to put on ashow. I'veyet to see amajor publication
get apromoters side of the story of having so many
divisions, but if done properly, it can work. Whilel
was alittle hesitant about how long the show would
take with ten divisions, | was pleasantly surprised at
how they ran their show. A simple one-lap-per-car
rule for the heats saw races anywhere from 6 to 10
lapsin length. They also enforce the one-spinrule,
whereif you cause a caution all by yourself, you're
done for the race. A couple of ssimple ideas that had
the heat races wrapped up in just about an hour, kept
the races entertaining and left more time for feature
races. The feature races were also an appropriate
length for the
number of carsin
each class, with
nonebeing longer
than 30 laps.
Again,asmple
idea to keep the
show moving
along and keep the
fans on the edge
of their seats.

[t's no wonder
there are some
with concerns
about attendance
at short tracks in
2011, giventhe
economicsituation
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we are currently in. From what | was able to withess
in Texas, awell organized short track show, at a
reasonable price, still packs‘emin pretty well.
Hopefully the tracksin our areawill see the same
good fortune this year.

And now it’' stime to get out to our tracksin the
Upper Midwest. Look for our first print issue of the
season to be available on April 28, continuing through
Labor Day weekend.

Although Camaro's have been banned around
this part of the country for some time, there
were plenty on hand in Texas.
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Proud sponsor of
Late Model Champion
Adam Royle

Proud sponsor of
Jonny “Hot Rod" Hentges
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He's a Road Racer?

For fansthat arenew tothesportinthelast 10 or 15years, may just know of Bill Prietzel asafront runner, and former champion of theMid Am Stock
Car Series. Asthesayinggoes, “ Back intheDay” Bill pickedthenametheFranklin Flyer asoneof thetopdirt LateModel driversintheupper Midwest.
Weknew that Bill had someexperienceontheroad courseswiththeMid Amgroup. Littledidweknow that Bill isquitetheroadracer aswell. Mark
Melchiori wasonhandfor Bill’ slatest adventureof turningleft andright at the 12 Hoursof Sebring. Much hasbeen said about theversatility of driverslike
Andretti and Foyt, or morerecently Tony Stewart, butitlookslikewehaveapretty versatiledriver right herein our neck of thewoods. Prietzel took

secondinclassduringthehalf-day run. For more Sebring photos check out Mark'sphoto gall ery at www.mdmracepix.com
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Prietzel inactionat Sebring
Mark Melchiroi photos

Bill Prietzel' swmged cr,eathn durmgtheHaIesOpen in 1983
e i s |l'-‘. o




April,2011

THETTBVIES Y
[RACINGICONNECTION

Page 6

Going in
Circles

By CharlieSpry

With the 2011 racing season approaching quickly,
and some tracks even running already, it’stimeto
catch up with what news | have heard recently on the
local level. So, with just alittle sneak peek, here we

go...

Colin Reffner will beracing a super late model full
time for GEM Motorsports, operated by Gary and
Elaine Kawleski. Also helping mentor and advisewill
be Tom Reffner, Dick Trickle, Kevin Lang, and of
course, Baird Reffner. The car will be anew 2011
Holmes Motorsports chassis, with 2011 Impala SS
body, with abit of achange, as Colin will now race
with the number 44 instead of the traditional Reffner
Racing numbers of 87 and 88. The change will come
about as the team felt that there were too many other
cars running the 88 number, and 44 is the number that
car owner Gary Kawleski ran when he raced. They
will race full time at Golden Sands, aswell asthe
Larry Detjens Memorial and the ASA Midwest race
at Wausau, with selected other shows a possibility.
Sponsorship has went well too, as they have garnered
sponsorship from LK Enterprisesinc., 4 Star Family
Restaurants, Industrial Recyclers Of Wisconsin
(IROW), Peskie Builders and Excavating, Ultra Com
Wireless, Kramar Plumbing, Heating and Cooling,
Solarus, and Salon Ultimate. Soundslike apretty
solid team to me!

Colin’s super stock car has been sold to Ryan

Hinner, who has previously tested with the car and
performed very well. Baird will help with crew chief
dutieswhen not helping Calin.

Tucker Miller will run his super late at al of the
Wausau shows, and will be attempting hisfirst ever
ASA Midwest race when that tour races at the
Wausau track. Tucker reports that they have
updated the rear suspension and freshened everything
else on the car in preparation for this season. He has
secured sponsorship from Wimmer Suspension,
Hilltop Auto, and Tom L oos Racing Photography.

Columbus 2010 Sportsman champ Phil Denikas
planson racing full time at Columbus once again,
hoping to get two championshipsin arow there. He
also may race at least part time at Jefferson, and
possibly full time. He also has alate model that heis
working on, and hopes to get that out by the end of
the year. It isthe former Scotty Hatton car.

Central Wisconsin racer Dave Cabelka still has an
asphalt late model, but also plans on trying some other
things this season. He plans on running some shows
with Matt Rowe' s 1SS enduro series, as well as
possibly racing onthedirt at Central Wisconsin
Raceway in a super stock. He still may run his super
late at Wausau and/or Golden Sands, but states that
the cost is getting out of control for thistype of car.

Scott Ciesielski plans on racing the two-man cruiser
classat Golden Sands, Marshfield, Slinger, and
possibly Wausau if they run that class there. He also
plans on running some enduros and maybe a car in
the four cylinder stock class at various tracks at the
end of the year shows.

Justin Woller isthe proud father of anew baby girl,
Jaycee. Justinwill beworking with dirt late model
racer Todd Frank, but also hopes to race a sport mod
at Shawano, and maybe some year-end specialsin the
WISSOTA midwest modified class. Justin has raced
on both dirt and asphalt in various classes, aways
running well in any type of car.

Jefferson late model racer Dylan Schuyler is another
proud new father to a baby Daughter, Kahlan. Dylan

hopesthe new addition to the family will bring him
better racing luck as he goes for the track
championship. That,and aradical color changefor his
car, going from histraditional blueand silver

to purple!

Steve Dobbratz plansto concentrate on racing only at
Jefferson this season, with the Jeff Falbe memorial
race at Columbus also a possibility. In past years,
“Dabie” has raced two or more times per week, but is
cutting back alittlethisyear.

Terry Ciano Jr. has purchased Charlie Frisch’s quick
Roadrunner class car and plans on racing at Rockford
Speedway this season. He still has his hobby stock
that he raced at Madison and other tracks last year.
Charlie has purchased a Bandit car and plans on
racing that “everywhere.”

CWMSA racer and club president Don Dunow plans
onracing the full season at Marshfield once again,
posting video from hisin-car cameraon Y ouTube and
Facebook. The club has adopted the Federal
Formoza FDL1 tire for the class, as the former tire of
choice, the Sumitomo HTR 200 has been discontinued
by that manufacturer. The Sumitomowill still be
legal, but the club acted in finding asuitable
replacement quickly asthe Sumitomo suppliesrun out.

Mark Muller will be back behind the wheel of a
stock car this season. Mark formerly raced street
stocks, sportsman and limited late model cars at
tracks al over the Midwest, but hasn't raced since
1997. Hedid race my Bandit car one night at
Jefferson in 2003 (That night they sent that race
clockwise, much to hischagrin). Mark will beracing
John Remsik’ sthunderstock on Friday’s at Columbus.

One racer who won't be racing this season will be
Dennis“Barney” Schmidt. Dennis has had some bad
luck lately, aslast fall he wastesting at Jefferson, and
a carburetor malfunction caused fuel to be sprayed all
over the engine, resulting in afire and severe damage

Continued on page 7
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to the body, wiring, and engine of hissharp looking
car. Dennissaysthat it would cost $8,000 to repair
the car, and he just can’t do that right now.

James Bell will be back thisyear racing in the
International division at Jefferson Speedway. After
taking last year off, the racing bug has hit once again
and he is putting together a 1992 Acura Integra.

Former Columbus 151 Bandit champion Ed Klug
will be back in that division thisyear after moving to
the hobby stocks last year. He purchased a dirt car
from Tim Rose, ak.a. “The Secret Agent Man.”

Ed " The Image” will race at both Columbus and
Jeffersonin 2011. He sold his hobby stock to Justin
Kumbier.

Dan Lensing reports that he plans on racing full
time at the Dellsthisyear, with the possibility of
running the Big 8 seriesaswell. He also planson
running selected super late model races all over.

Chris Quam has no big change of plans for the
upcoming season, still planningonrunning hislate
model at Jefferson weekly. However, he was able to
add a couple of sponsors, Hanson Pest Management
and Simple Life Country Store.

Jenny Nitzscheis planning on getting a new four
cylinder car built and on the track this year, probably
concentrating mainly on racing on the dirt tracks of
Tomahawk and possibly others. She has raced in the
past on asphalt, dirt and ice, and had a good season on
theice of Lake DuBay this past winter. Rule
changes and cost factor are the reasons behind
deciding to run mostly onthedirt thisyear.

Columbus 151 Speedway will play host to the Big
8 series this season, as a race has been scheduled for
Memorial Day afternoon.. Should be interesting to

seeif the locals run the show and how they compete
against the series regulars.

Dave Lashua has purchased a pure stock from
Eric Buchholz, and plans on racing the shows at
Wausau's State Park Speedway, as well as
some specials at the end of the year. Dave started
out inthisdivision, then moved up to late models, and
now islooking forward to racing again in amore cost
effective division. “It's moreto our racing roots. We
had morefuninthat division,” said Dave. Hewill
have the car dressed in red and white.

Art Blakely has put together a new Bandit car for
the 2011 season, planning on running at both
Columbus and Jefferson. The car will be a’95 Grand
Am. Artisaveteran of many years, having gotten
his start back in 1975 with a’67 Camaro that he
never raced. He also had the former Russ Grossen
Corvair for awhile, and had raced super late models,
limited |ate models and mini-stocksbeforetaking
many years off, returning to Bandit racing in 2003.
He also has at his disposal the former John Beale
Bandit car as a backup, and this car will be raced by
his son-in-law, Ken Ring, when not needed by Art.

| guessthat isall for now. Asl writethis| am
looking forward to attending my first race of the year,
and | can smell it already!
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One of the books we picked up over the
winter was a book titled “He Crashed
Me So | Crashed Him Back.” This book
covers the 1979 NASCAR Winston Cup
season. This book had a special meaning
for me. | wasthirteen goingon 30in
1979. | still remember watching this
particular race with my dad. With two
lapsto go, my dad called my mom and
my sister into theliving room; “Y ou need
to comein here. There' s going to be a
wreck.” With aprediction like that, |
only wish we would have had the | ottery
back then.

HE
GRASHEL
MESU |

GRASHEL

Asfar as|’m concerned, Ken Squier
saying; “Andthere' safight!” isequally
asimportant as Al Micheals“Do you
believein miracles?’ during the 1980
Winter Olympics. We've al seen and
heard how the crash between Donnie
Allison and Cale Y arborough set off the
fire-storm that made NASCAR the
product it istoday, but the book also
covers many other items that happened
in the world during the last year of the
1970's.

Asmost of us are now aware, the 1979
Daytona 500 ended with the crash
starting on the backstretch and ending in
turn 4. Richard Petty goes by the
carnage to end along winless streak,
and all isgood inthe world once again.
Thereally neat part about this book covers the items
that happened leading up to the 500 and the rest of
the year. Things like Petty amost losing the STP
sponsorship and Kyle Petty winning the ARCA race
at Daytonain his very-first race. We're not just
talking about hisfirst race on a superspeedway, but
hisfirst start ever in arace car. In the 500, some
rookie by the name of Earnhardt makes a bunch of
noise. This same rookie then goes on to pick up awin
at Bristol and capture the 1979 Rookie of the Y ear
award.

If that wasn't enough excitement in one year, you

a so had one of the top driversin David Pearson, get
fired from hisride with the Wood Brothers mid-way
through the season. Pearson fillsin for an inured
Earnhardt and picks up awin as a substitute driver.
And then there was the point battle that went down to
the final race of the year in California. Two points
separated Petty and Waltrip and it all came down to
the final race. Whew, I’m wishing it was 1979 all

over again.

THE TRUE STORY

OF THE YEAR

THE KING, JAWS,
EARNHARDT,

AND THE REST

OF NASCAR'S
FEUDIN', FIGHTIN'
600D oL’ BOYS

PUT STOCK CAR
RACING ON THE MAP

HIM BAGK

While the 1979 Daytona 500, and the 1979 season as
awhole, were memorable events, there was just so
much that happened in the world that is also covered.
| don’'t consider myself much of a“stick and ball”
type of asportsfan, but | did find the section about
basketball stars Larry Bird and Magic Johnson
playing against each other in the NCAA tournament
an interesting read. | never knew Bird was known as
“The Hick from French Lick” after his hometownin
Indiana. The book also covers the Iran Hostage
situation, the energy crisiswith high gas prices (sound
familiar?), the premier of the Dukes of Hazzard, the
beginning of ESPN and the end of Disco. | would
cast my vote that this book be considered as required
reading for public schoolstrying to educate today’ s
youth about 1979.

Hands down, this book by Mark Bechtel is the best
book | have ever read about NASCAR at the Cup
level. He Crashed Me So | Crashed him back is
availablefrom Coastal 181 Publishing at
www.coastal 181.com

Follow us on facebook.

Just search for The Midwest Racing Connection.

facebook.
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

By Dale P. Danielski

A number of Series and track schedules for 2011 are
out so hopefully amild spring will allow for racing
here in the Upper Midwest in short order.

Several tracksin our vicinity arelooking at April
openers with the Deer Creek Speedway just south of
Rochester, MN shooting for the 2™ with a 6-10™
specia scheduled for the following week of the
month. That’ s pretty ambitious considering our finicky
weather here but they’ ve done it for many years and
are usually quite successful. Maybe instead of
successful the word used should be lucky asyou
never know what you will get weather-wise thistime
of the year. It seemsit’s either a home run or atotal
wash or snow-out with these early season events.
Deer Creek has taken it a step further than most by
scheduling ahigh dollar special event thistime of year
which isnormally something reserved for later in the
season when weather is more predictable. Againit’s
afeast or famine type scenario as you can get aton
of cars and people who are anxious to get things
going early on, or you can spend a bunch of money on
advertising and facility preparation only to need
additional funding to advertise arain date down the
road! The Queensland family of promotersisvery

Dick Trickle with his new Mustang at the Golden
Sands Speedway, Plover, WI., April 1974 opener.

equipped to handlejust about
everything thrown at them and
you don’t get voted as promoter of
the year asthe family did by
Racing Promotion Monthly for
2010 without taking afew risks
along theway. We'll seeif it pays
off for them to start off 2011.

In the immediate area La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway, West
Salem, WI., will kick things of f
with mediaand practice day April
16M. A program of NASCAR
Late Models, Sportsmen and
Thunderstox race cars will
officially get the season underway
thefollowing Saturday, April 23. Muchdiscussionis
currently taking place of anight those divisionswon’t
be racing at the track as June 18" will see a
SMASH-O-RAMA event instead of the normal three
Divisionsof racing. It will beinteresting to see how
theweek off playsinto those chasing championships
during the year.

And with so many race tracks facing noise, dust,
congestion and potential closureissuesit’sniceto be
able to report of atrack re-opening. The Excalibur
Speedway of Tomah, WI., will again be holding racing
eventson Friday nightsin 2011. Dave Thompson,
owner of thefacility has brought on Greg Oliver to
operate the track this season. If that name sounds
familiar it should as Oliver istheflagman at La
Crosse Fairgrounds and also for the Big 8 Series of
racing. Opening day for the 3/8 mile paved oval will
be Sunday, May 15 where a 200 lap 4 cylinder
Enduro will take place. Thefollowing Friday, May
20th regular weekly racing gets started with
Sportsman, Thunderstocks and Bumble Bee Divisions
competing. Oliver hopesdriver participationisinthe
form of established divisions of racing in the area and
expects to draw competitors from the La Crosse,
Wisconsin Dellsand Marshfield areas. According to
Oliver, “If we can get 45 carsin al divisions each
week and 300 peoplein the stands to start out I'd be
ecstatic!” We wish the best for the track which
hasn’t operated in 10 years and hope to attend a
number of events there.

Mississippi Thunder Speedway will have at it for
another season of racing asthe 3/8 mile clay oval
near Fountain City, WI., will open Friday night, April
22", Bob Timm and his crew always have something
special going on with anumber of big events again on
tap for 2011.

The ASA Midwest Tour schedule features a number
of traditional and very prestigious eventsfor 2011.
The Joe Shear Classic gets things started at Madison
International Speedway, Oregon, WI., April 30"-May
1%, 2011. The Rockford Speedway is opting to go
with ASA Midwest Tour sanction this year for its 46"
Annual National Short Track Championship event
October 2. Other notables include the Annual
Dixieland race moved up to May 14-15 at Wisconsin
International Raceway, Kaukauna, WI., from its
normal August date. The Wayne Carter Classic takes

Bob Gunn,n an Ex-Trickle Mustang' in 1?74&

place at Grundy County Speedway, Morris, IL., June
39, while the lowa Speedway of Newton, lowais
back on the schedule for 2011 with a 150 lap event on
the 7/8 mile super speedway August 5. Rounding out
the impressive schedule are dates at |lliana
Speedway, Schereville, IN., June 18", State Park
Speedway, Wausau, WI., June 239, Marshfield Motor
Speedway, Marshfield, WI., July 2", Hawkeye
Downs Speedway, Cedar Rapids, lowa, August 12,
Raceway Park, Shakopee, MN., August 21%, Norway
Speedway, Norway, MI., September 4™, and the huge
season ender at La Crosse Fairgrounds for the 42nd
Annual Oktoberfest October 8-9. And we would be
remissif we didn’t mention a new format for the
ASA Midwest Tour event at Elko Speedway, Elko,
MN. The Summer Clash 250 will take place July 8-9
at the 3/8 mile oval and the main event will feature
250 laps of feature attraction racing. And best of al,
Elko which has hosted Tour events from the
beginning, plansto pay the happy winner acool
$10,000! Alwaysoneto do thingsbig, the Elko event
thisyear certainly fitsin that category.

Here and there... Steve Holzhausen who was badly
injured at Dells Raceway Park, Wis. Dells, WI., in a
racing accident last year and had surgery on hisleg
and ankle, has been informed the healing of the bones
has not taken place properly and consequently he will
need further surgery. As we speak the surgery should
have taken place and if all goes according to plan he
will beready to go racing in 2011, albeit later than
planned in the Spring... Quote of the column comes
from Skylar Holzhausen, son of Steve. “1 want to run
the entire ASA Midwest Tour thisyear eveniif | have
to spend all my own money. | need to show
something thisyear!” Y oung Hol zhausen will also
have that opportunity at La Crosse Fairgrounds during
the season as he will race Saturday nights when free
in asecond Terry and Michelle Herbst NASCAR
Late Model...Now that National Speed Sport News
has ceased publishing a paper al the more reason to
read MRC! Tell me readers, what coverage or
feature stories you would like to see and we'll get it
done through the Midwest Racing Connection...

Questions, comments, opinionsand other information
welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10" Ave N
Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com
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Stan Meissner

The earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan on
March 11 along with the subsequent nuclear
disaster hastaken atremendous toll on the country
and itspeople. 1n addition to the human tragedy,
Japanese business has been hit hard and the photo
industry was not spared. Racing photographersrely
on Nikon and Canon equipment and these industry
leaders were both affected by the devastation.
Thankfully there was no loss of life and no serious
injuriesreported in Japan’ sphoto industry.

Nikon reported that four plants were taken offline.

Most notable was their factory in
Sendai that produces the high end
D3S, D3X, D700 and F6 bodies.
Canon suspended operations at
eight factoriesin northern Japan,
the area hardest hit by the quake.
Third party lens manufacturer
Sigma suspended operations at
two of it’ sfacilities and reported
damage to machinery in one of
it'splants. All of the cameraand
lens makers will be affected by
therolling blackoutsthat will
continue through the summer.
The websites of online sellersin
the United States are already
reporting that many products are
indefinitely out of stock.

National Speed Sport News
ceased publication after a 76 year
run but will continue to have an
online presence. | can't recall when | had my first
exposure to NSSN but | was alongtime subscriber
prior to the emergence of the internet. One of my
most memorable racing experiences was meeting
Chris Economaki in person at a Minnesota State Fair
race. The past couple seasons | have had the honor
of getting some of my photos published in NSSN. It's
ashameto see along standing publication closeits
doors, but the internet has changed the way that

Four wide action at the September
11,2004, Jerry Richert Memorial
with Joe Ro€’' s#61 on the inside,
Mark Toewsinthe#5t nextinline,
the #10 of Lynton Jeffrey and the
#80K of Mike Kertscher on the
outside. ThelRA will not be taking
part in the Masters this season but
will be competing at anew event
called The Triple Crown at Cedar
LakeonMay 21. ThelRA will also
be appearing withthe UM SS at Elko
on July 15-16 and both will return to
Cedar L ake on September 10for the
Jerry Richert Sr. Memorial.
Stan Meissner photo

CraigDollansky scored aMarch 12,2011 Featur ewin at Chico, California,
after beingfast but experiencingbadluck in Florida. Thisphotowastaken at
Cedar Lakeon July 12, 2004, wher e Craigwon the Featur e seven seasons
ago. NearbytrackstheOutlawswill bemakingstopsat duringthe2011
seasonincludeCedar L akeand Princeton.

Stan Meissner photo

racing fans follow the sport. In recent years there
has been aproliferation of online coverageincluding
live streaming races, driver interviews, video
channels, and instant results. With the advent of
sites such as Facebook and Twitter fans can even
follow the personal life of their favorite driver. |
don’t know if al of this coverageisagood thing but
the information age is here to stay. | remember
when | had to wait aweek for NSSN to come in the
mail so | could find out who won. Those of uswho
used to get their racing news in that fashion
appreciated any tidbit we could get our hands on.

Danny Lasoski is the one of the latest examples of
talented Sprint Car driversthat have found
themselves out of aride and have put together their
own deal. Lasoski reported in arecent interview
that he has enough funding to race through April 16
but is uncertain whether he'll be able to continue
beyond that date. Aside from taking his photo and
making small talk | don’t know Danny L asoski
personally, but heisknown by many in the
Minnesotaracing community. Lasoski cameinto his
own whiledriving Guy Forbrook’s car and the pair

Continued on page 13
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won alot of racestogether down at Knoxville and
elsewherein our region. Danny Lasoski admittedly
has afew blemishes on his public relations resume’
most notably theinfamoustel evised family feud with
hisfather at the 2006 Nationals. | think that with
fewer sponsor dollarsavailable, it's moreimportant
now than ever to have an unblemished reputation with
fans and car owners. Hopefully Danny Lasoski will
find the support he needs to keep on racing. He'stoo
good to be sitting on the sidelines.

Danny Lasksoki isn't the only driver that has faced
the harsh reality of our economy during the past
couple of seasons. Terry McCarl recently announced
that he will be driving the VerMeer Motorsports #55
at the Knoxville Raceway this season and making a
few startsin hisown #24. McCarl is one of the great
ambassadors of the sport in the Midwest and the
sport needs him out there racing.

Brooke Tatnell had another successful seasonin
Australiaand recently returned to Minnesota to begin
preparing for the 2011 season. Tatnell saysthat he
will be driving the#59 and running asimilar schedule
to last year. He reports that he might make a few
starts in John Nelson’s #14 360 machine as well.
When | talked to Brooke he was getting ready to
head down to Charlotte to pickup some equipment.
Brooke will be racing out of his shop in Minnesota
again this season.

Another racing team that | have mentioned will no
longer be competing with the Outlawsisthe
Carnahan Motorsports R19. Their former driver Jac
Haudenschild drove the Roth M otorsports #83 with

schedule.

Craig Dollansky won his
first World of Outlaws
Feature of the season at
theMini Gold Cupin
Chico, Cdifornia,on
March 12. As| mentioned
inthe last issue of MRC,
Craig got off to afast start
in Floridabut was bit by
the bad luck bug. It's
great to see that they have
ironed out the kinksand
gotten back on track.

Bristol used to be the
hottest ticket in NASCAR
racing but the grandstands

at their spring race
appeared to be half empty.
Remember not too many

Danny L asoski showed up at Cedar Lake's one and only National Sprint Tour race on
July 9, 2006, with thisradical looking top wing on the Roth #83. Tim Kaeding won the
Feature on this evening in the Kinser 11k.

years ago when dirt track
racing emulated NASCAR
and the goal wasto bring the sport to the next level ?
Based on what I'm seeing at the upper level of the
sport | think that dirt track racing needs to put the
emphasis on what it does best and not aspire to be
somethingitisnot.

Let'stake aquick look at April Sprint Car events that
will be of interest to fans around the upper Midwest.
At thetime of thiswriting my yard is still covered
with snow with more in the forecast so as aways
keep in mind that April racing is dependent on the
weather. Call before traveling.

The UMSS is scheduled to

Danny Lasoski drove the Tony Stewart Motorsports #20 on the World of
Outlawstour during 2004. ThisJuly 29, 2005, shot wastaken at the
Princeton Speedway on the first night of the Princeton National.

open their season at the
Elko Speedway on April

Stan Meissner photo

the World of Outlawsin Californiaand hasaridein
the Miller Motorsports #6 back east when the series
isnear his native Ohio. These drivers haveal
competed with the Outlaws on aregular basis and
ownerswould be standing in lineto enlist their
services in a better economy. One former Outlaw
told me that a career Sprint Car driver has to race
upwards of 50 times per season and finish in the
money consi stently to makealiving running aregional

15-16 along with the Corn
Belt Clash Late Models.
The UMSS will taketo the
high banks of the Cedar

L ake Speedway on April
30. For our friendsin

Stan Meissner photo

30 at the Beaver Dam Raceway. Knoxville' s opener
isscheduled for April 30 and for those willing to travel
even further the World of Outlawswill beracing at |-
55 Raceway in Pevely, Missouri (St. Louis area) on
April 16. Jackson Speedway’ s Spring Sprint
Nationals got even bigger when it was recently
announced that thisannual Friday night event will be
an ASCS National Tour race.

Congratulations to Pat Doar who is running for
Rookie of the Y ear honors with the World of Outlaws
Late Model Series. | got to know Pat during my
years covering weekly racing at Cedar Lake and I'm
confident that he'll be an excellent representative of
our area to fans across the country.

The Deer Creek Speedway had scheduled a big
money race billed asthe World Modified Dirt Track
Championship for April 6-9. At thetime of this

Continued on page 14

Danny Lasoski started 2008 in Guy
@ Forbrook’s#5 shown here at the June 29
Cedar LakeWorld of Outlaws Show.
Stan Meissner photo

eastern Wisconsin or
thosewilling to head
east the IRA opens
their season at the
Dodge County
Fairgroundsin Beaver
Dam on April 16. The
IRA will be back in
Beaver Dam on April
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writing a decision had not been made as to whether
the event will go on as planned due to concerns about
the weather. Don’t read between the lines, I’m not
wishing anything bad on this event, the Deer Creek
Speedway, or the USMTS. | wouldn't wager my
money against Mother Nature in early April but that’s
not my decision. If the race goeson as scheduled I'll
befollowing theresultsand | wish everyoneinvolved
the best of luck. (Editors note; this event has been
postponed until July of 2011)

Last season | made the decision to concentrate my
efforts on Sprint Car racing and my schedule will
center on that type of racing again this season.
Nevertheless, don't be surprised if you see me sneak
out to watch other types of racing and automotive
events. | don't want to lose touch with the friends |
have made over the years so don’t rule out an
occasional Late Model or Modified race when I’ ve
got a free weekend.

WEe'll seeyou at the races! Hopefully Mother Nature
will allow that to be soon.

Photo Captions
all photos by Stan Meissner

Top: Danny Lasoski finished the 2008 season in hisown
#33 shown here at the October 3 North Central
Speedway World of Outlaws event.

Middle:Danny “The Dude” Lasoski drove the Parsons
#6 during the 2009 and 2010 seasons |eaving theride at
the end of 2010. ThisMay 1, 2010 shot was taken at
the Jackson Speedway World of Outlaws race.

Stan Meissner photo

Bottom:Danny Lasoski checks out turn two of the - =S
Jackson Speedway prior to qualifying at the May 1, - ‘ = !
2010, World of Outlawsrace. Lasoski owns four oFFICI ;L
KnoxvilleNational sChampionships, eight Knoxville ==
Track Titles, 87 World of Outlaws Feature winsand a
2001 World of Outlaws Championship but ishaving
trouble finding enough sponsorship to keep hisown
team on the road this season. The combination of the
high cost of fielding a car and atough economy have
made things difficult for many of the top driversinthe
sport this season.




Former Midwest standout Mark Martin takestheVegaswin

Cambridge, WI native M att Kenseth set fast timein LasVegas

All photosby BruceNuttleman. For morephotosfrom
LVMS, check out theUItimateL ap Photogallery at
www.ultimatelapphoto.com

Thisdriver showsher displeasureafter readingthemost
recent issue of MRC
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The Racing Geek

by Jordan Bianchi

Check out TheRacing Geek'sweekly blogaat;
www.theracinggeek.com

- /

The key word to start the year is parity. If you count
Kurt Busch's non-pointswinsin the Budweiser
Shootout and his Gatorade Duel qualifying race, all
four manufacturers have tasted victory at least once
this season.

While parity isgood for the sport, it does make it
difficult when ranking the top-15 drivers asthey stand
at the beginning of the season. As such, this Power
Poll isabit top-heavy, but | guessthat’ s better than
being bottom heavy.

(1) Carl Edwards

Edwards was surprisingly quiet at Fontana. But his
quiet and nondescript day did see him finish the race
inthe sixth position and it was enough to move him
atop the standings. It will be interesting to see how he
runs at Martinsville; atrack where he has just one
top-five and has yet to lead asingle lap in 13 starts.

The Racing Geek Power Poll

(2) Kyle Busch

When you lead three-quarters of a race and don't
win, most would be both frustrated and disappointed.
But what has become the norm this season, Kyle
Busch handled the situation remarkable well.

(3) Ryan Newman

What Ryan Newman is doing is not spectacular, it's
just effective. In five races this season, he's quietly
collected four top-10 finishes, three of which have
been in the top-five. The end result has the Purdue
University graduate sitting second in points, the best
start points-wise, since hisrookie year of 2002.

(4) Kevin Harvick

In the 15th running of the Auto Club 400, Kevin
Harvick picked up his 15th- career Sprint Cup victory.
Whilel’m surethat a statistical anomaly will make
“Happy,” well, happy, | think what will make him
smilethemost isfinally winning on what is considered
hishometrack, and in the processtopping Jimmie
Johnson onthelast lap.

(5) immie Johnson

A hard-fought second-place finish is exactly what the
48 needed after a so-so start to 2011. Now it’s onto
Martinsville, wherein 18 career starts, Jimmie
Johnson has six winsand 17 top-10 finishes.

(6) Kurt Busch

The lack of speed Penske Racing has exhibited for
most of the year finally caught up to them Sunday in
Southern California. Kurt Busch was never
competitive, ran mid-pack throughout the day and
ended up finishing asubstandard 17th.

(7) Tony Stewart
L ate-race situations continue to haunt Tony Stewart.

At Daytona, he slid from second to 13th in the closing
laps. Thefollowing week at Phoenix, on old tires, he
went from the lead to finish seventh. Then there was
Las Vegas, where pit strategy bit him in the butt and
he finished second with a car that should have won.
And on Sunday, running second on the day’ sfinal
restart with nine laps to go, the two-time champ
dropped like he had an anchor attached to his car and
leftin 13th-place.

(8) Kasey Kahne

It was a good weekend all around for Team Red Bull,
both in NASCAR and in Formula One. On the Cup
side of things, both Kasey Kahne and Brian Vickers
posted top-10 finishes. While down under in the F1
season-opening Australian Grand Prix, Sebastian
Vettel wonin dominant fashion.

(9) Matt Kenseth

It's amazing how back-to-back top-fives can change
one's perspective of a given driver. Two weeks ago, |
viewed Matt Kenseth as a bit of an afterthought at
Roush Fenway Racing. Now, | think the 17 team is
starting to get on the kind of roll that could propel
Kenseth back to victory lane for thefirst timein 75
races.

(10) Paul Menard

It was a solid yet unspectacular outing for Paul
Menard Sunday. But don’'t expect the same this
weekend, as Martinsvilleis atrack where the RCR
driver owns an average finish of 20.3 and never has
finished in the top-10 in seven career starts.

(11) Dale Earnharat Jr.
Can we please put a moratorium on the “Dale

continued on page 17
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Earnhardt Jr. Is On his Way Back” stories until he
starts running and finishing up front somewhat
consistently? Whileit’ s obviousthe Earnhardt-Steve

L etarterelationship isblossoming, their best finishfive
racesin, iseighth. If you haven't noticed, the 88’ s has
only paced the field for nine laps this season.

(12) Juan Pablo Montoya

Started on the pole, finished 10th and to be honest,
that’s all | really have to say about Juan Pablo
Montoya.

(13) Greg Biffle
After hovering dangerously closeto being eliminated
from Chase contention with finishes of 35th, 20th and
28th to start the year, consecutive finishes of 11th or
better has breathed life into this team and has jumped
them up 11 spotsin the standings to 20th.

(14) Jeff Gordon

If you take away Jeff Gordon’'s
win at Phoenix, his average
finish this season would
ironically be 24th. If you
discount the 138 lapsheled in
hiswinning race in the desert,
he’'sled all of threelapsthis
year. Nonetheless, with the
dearth of guys deserving a spot
in thisweek’s Power Poll and
asasign of respect, we'll givea
nod to the 83-time race winner.

(15) Mark Martin

Like hisHendrick brethren,
outside of course Jimmie
Johnson, results for Mark
Martin this season have been

mixed. However, look for the No. 5 car to be strong
thisweekend. Martinsvilleis atrack where Martin
hasthreetop-10sin hislast four starts, including a
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runner-up finish last fall with acar that looked likeit
just rolled out of the junkyard.
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