W m www.theracingconnection.com

RACUNWCONNEETIO

THE MIDWEST'S SHORT TRACK AUTO RACING AUTHORITY

—~—

( April 28, 2011 Vol. 15, No. 1 )

Inside...




—— ¥ o

w a imeEEeea v on A\ 81
T2 RADIATOR anshiss NI o

. o Beiteo ikl R

JILLUND 3 |
ENTERPRISES! ™ AvailablefatiyourdlocalfautolpartsiStore}

T eF0D WITH THE WINNERS
1-800-533-7492 or 952-034-7354 |
£ WA Jistice Brothers, Ing

e

A V4

ALL THE PARTS YOUR CAR WILL EVER NEED
GO TO WWW.ROCKAUTO.COM ROCKAUTO, LLC (EST. 1999)




Page 3 (THEJMIDWES I April 28,2011
[RACINGICONNEGTION
The Midwest
Publisher's Note Early Season T
Specials April 28,2011

Racing According
to Plan

Dan Plan

Welcome to the 15" year of the Midwest Racing
Connection. Thank you for picking up a copy of our
publication, and we hope you enjoy what you see. We will
continue with our same format as we have the last few
years, along with a couple of new items aong the way.

While good OI' Mother Nature has not been very
cooperative around our part of the country to start off the
year, things are quickly taking shape. Many trackswill
have their openersin the coming weeks, or have finally
been able to get in their season opening shows.

We were lucky enough to make atrip to Texas at the end of
March to visit family, and ran into unseasonably warm
weather for afew days. The return home has only seen

limited warm weather. Of the eight shows | had planned on
seeing so far thisyear, only two have taken place. The
early season shows have lead to several discussions
regarding scheduling events early in the year in our part of
the country. Let’ sfaceit, aracetrack isn’t going to make
any money if they're not open, and we all want our race
tracksto remain open. Whileit's easy to sit back and
wonder why a show would be scheduled at this time of
year, the simplefact isthat it can work out, and has worked
out in past years. We've all experienced 70 degree daysin
the middle of the week at some point thisyear. Who'sto
say one of these warm days wasn't going to fall on a
weekend? | know there have been more than afew yearsin
my life, where | waswishing there was arace somewhere
closeto home, on an early April weekend. If you look at it
from the promotersview, it'sawholelot easier to cancel a
show that’s been scheduled for early in the year if the
weather suddenly turns wet and cold. It's not so easy to
schedule alast minute show, if all of asudden, awarm day
appears on the weekend in April. The good newsis, warmer
days are just around the corner.

While it has been cold and wet, the first show close to
home we were able to catch was the opening day of the Dirt
Nationals at EIkoSpeedway. While the weather may have
hindered the car count, the final race of the evening was
something alot of people probably wished they could have
seen. Clayton Wagamon and Justin Jones put on what was
described by announcer Jim Burns as an old-fashioned
match race. It was quite a battle between these two to cap
off the night, with Wagamon taking the lead coming out of
turn four heading towards the white flag. Unfortunately, as
was the case with several other tracks in Minnesota and

Publisher's note continued on page 8
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Stan Meissner

My aversion to outdoor activitiesin cold wet April weather
has been well documented in these pages. My disdain for
the cold is due to actual physical problems and not laziness
or wimpiness as some suggest. Therewasatimewhen |
would spend the day sitting on a bucket out on afrozen
lake but that was twenty five years ago, longer than the
lifetime of many of my critics. It’ stough getting old but |
don’t expect young people to understand why | ease into
each season and sometimes bail out early before the end.
Actually | might bewilling to endure cold weather racing if
it meant sitting in the stands in a snowmobile suit instead
of standing for six hours with a camera strap hanging
around a body part reinforced by hardware. In spite of my
dislike of cold weather outdoor activitiesthe lure of the
rescheduled April 23 Cedar L ake opener was becoming
more than | could resist and | went through the drill of
charging batteries that were not used for the second week
inarow. Cedar Lake canceled for the second timeand a
pending car repair along with not having advance
arrangements nixed any chance of a change of plans.

| understand the desire of younger racing fans to get out
there and tough it out in order to engage their passion. On
the other hand I’ ve been going to these shows long
enough to know that there will be another race soon to
follow under more pleasant circumstances. Somehow it
doesn’t seem right to start chasing races before | pull my
lawn mower out of the shed and put away the snow blower.
Nevertheless, | had originally planned on the Elko
Nationals aweek earlier but when | saw the Friday and
Saturday forecast | empowered myself and decided to sit
that one out. | understand that Elko ran the Thursday
preliminary show but the remainder of the weekend was

scrapped when it became obvious that
Ma Nature was going to make sitting in
the stands unbearable on April 15 and
16.

Should promoters put their livelihood on
the line and open the gates in less then
desirable weather? Thisis one of those
questions that is debated from different
points of view every season. If you'rea
promoter risking it all with abig purse
and high gas prices you' re probably
going to error on the side of caution.
Every promoter knows that thefifty die
hardswho arewilling to sit and watch
races in snowmobiles suits aren’t going
to pay the billsbut if you're the only
track that is ableto race you might get a

larger than normal car count and make
up for some of the deficit at the back
gate. Unfortunately with the internet
those fifty die hards have become vocal
critics of tracks canceling and why not,
if the show goes on and the promoter
loses money it's no loss to them. The

Former MRC photographer Mark Strausser captured the moment
that MRC columnist Stan Meissner became a Dave Blaney fanin
2003. While most in the crowd were there to see Matt Kenseth
Stan enjoyed meeting this former World of Outlaws star in
person. Ironically this 2003 event was rained out on it’ sfirst
attempt and required a second appearance

die hards get what amounts to a private
showing with no lines at the concession
or restroom. |If you have afamily with young children
you're probably going to wait for more favorable weather
and families are the majority of fansin the stands on any
givenracenight. If you'rean old guy like mewith metal
body parts you' re going to secretly let out asigh of relief
when you don’'t have to endure the elements.

After losing the first two nights of the UMSS Sprint Car
season along with the Corn Belt Clash Late Models| wasin
need of something to jump start the racing bug. Usually
that consists of watching some NASCAR racing on
television and catching some World of Outlaws audio
broadcasts on the internet. My favorite ex Outlaw and
current Sprint Cup driver Dave Blaney had agreat run at
Talladega and provided me with adose of much needed
enthusiasm. Talladega marks the second restrictor plate
race that Dave hasled and ran with the leaders. Thatisa
huge accomplishment for an under funded single car team
but most of the Cup media doesn’t seem to understand
how talented of adriver Daveredlly is. Dave cameinto
NASCAR having won the 1995 World of Outlaws
Champion at 33 years of age and the Knoxville Nationals at
35. Davewasalready making aliving with the WoO and
circumvented the traditional learning curve that the typical
NASCAR prospect startsin their mid teens. Unfortunately
much of Dave' s early pavement experience was gained at

the Cup level and was admittedly a bit rough around the
edges. The NASCAR media never forgot what happened
during those early years and doesn’t acknowledge that
Dave Blaney is now a seasoned veteran who has the talent
but not the equipment.

World of Outlaws audio became a non factor with two
weekends of racing falling to weather nixing events at
Paducah, KY April 15, Pevely, MO, April 16, and Salina,
OK, on April 23. When the Salinarace canceled in the
morning Craig Dollansky and Danny L asoski towed to 34
Raceway in Burlington, lowa, for thefirst ever Monster
Energy Sprint Seriesrace. Lasoski took thewin, Dollansky
had contact with Kerry Madsen while running third that
ended his night.

Week night racing is going to be a challenge for many of us
this season. Asif rising gas prices aren’t enough | recently
found out that 135E is going to be reduced to one lanein
both directions from White Bear to the Forest L ake split
from May through September for resurfacing. Light rail
construction in downtown St. Paul ismaking it difficult to
get around lowertown for those of us who work down

The Inside Dirt continued on page 13
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The Racing Geek

by Jordan Bianchi

Even beforethe NASCAR Hall of Fame opened itsdoors,
it's been a source of controversy. When plans were
announced for a museum to honor the rich history of a
sport with roots tracing back to the 1930s, the debate
quickly centered on where the Hall of Fame should be
located. Logical siteslike Charlotte, NC, Daytona, FL and
Atlanta, GA, and outside the box locations like Kansas
City, KSwere frequently tossed about asideal citiesfor a
building dedicated to those who made a significant impact
onNASCAR.

After much deliberation and even morelobbying —i.e.
which city would pony up the most greenbacks- the
powers that be wisely selected Charlotte as the location.

However, the controversy didn’t end there; it only
intensified when theinaugural Hall of Fame classwas
officially introduced. David Pearson, the owner of three
Sprint Cup championships and second on the all-time wins
list with 105, was incomprehensibly not one of thefive
people selected. A decision which aimost two years later
still makes my head shake in disbelief whenever the subject
is broached.

Debate and disbelief once again converged last fall when
the second list of fiveinducteesfor the Class of 2011 was
revealed. Thistime centering on the omission of Cale

Four Names Short of a Full List

Y arborough and Darrell Waltrip, who between them have
won acombined six Sprint Cup titlesand 167 races.

Tuesday, as has become the norm, controversy again
reigned when thelist of 25 nomineesfor the third Hall of
Fame classwas made public.Thistime the uproar wasn'’t
centered on which city was going to host the NASCAR
Hall of Fame or which nameswould or wouldn’t be on the
list of five inductees. Instead, this go-around of the debate
focused on thelist of 25 nominees, and which names were
excluded.

Most notably, why names like Wendell Scott, Bruton
Smith, Rusty Wallace and Ray Evernham didn’t somehow
find their way onto the nomination list. For those who are
unaware, Wendell Scott isthe only African-American to
win aNASCAR race, and isfrequently touted by NASCAR
as the “ Jackie Robinson of Motorsports.” His legacy goes
far beyond what he did on the track and mere stats can’t
beginto tell thetale of how Scott overcameracial prejudice
to leave an everlasting footprint on the sport.

(If you want a great summarization as to why Scott not only
deserves to at least be nominated, but probably should
aready beintheHall of Fame, | recommend reading Jim
Utter’scolumn on That’ sRacing.com. Init, Utter
summarizes the case for Scott and the hypocrisy of
NASCAR when it comesto continually publicizing the
feats of Scott, yet not doing their part to ensure that his
legacy liveson by inducting himin the Hall of Fame. Or at
the bare minimum, having his name as one the 25
nominees.)

Asfor the other three names not included on the nominee
list— Bruton Smith, Rusty Wallace and Ray Evernham — the
history of NASCAR can’t be mentioned without including
their names and accomplishments.

Smith was one of the co-founders of Charlotte Motor
Speedway, and outside of the France Family, few played as
prominent arolein expanding NASCAR fromasmall niche
Southeastern sport, to one that is now more relevant than
the NHL and at times has had ratings which rival the NFL
and Major League Baseball.

Not to mention Texas Motor Speedway, which Smith built
from the ground up, is perhaps the finest venue in all of
sportsand further highlights Smith’ srolein NASCAR
evolving into a mainstream sport embraced by the masses.

The case for Rusty Wallace' sinclusion is pretty
straightforward. He' saformer Sprint Cuptitlist, won 55
racesin 22 full seasons, iseighth all-timeinlapsled andis
one of only 12 driversto have won more than 50 racesin
their careers.

In the minds of many smarter than me, Ray Evernhamison
the short list of greatest crew chiefs of all-time. During his
tenure atop the pit box for Jeff Gordon, Evernham guided
Gordon to three championships and 47 victories. Included
among those were two winsin the Daytona 500, four
consecutive Southern 500 crowns, two Brickyard 400 titles
and threevictoriesin the Coca-Cola600. Furthermore, the
engineer-minded Evernham introduced countless
innovationsto NASCAR, many of which are till being
used to this day.

With the exception of Wendell Scott, who this year should
receive aspecial legacy induction fromtheHall of Fame,
I’m not demanding the gates of the Hall of Fame be swung
openimmediately for thetrio of Smith, Wallaceand
Evernham. But their credentials are certainly as beyond
reproach as any of the 25 nominees announced Tuesday,
and they’ ve more than earned the right at the very least, to
deserve consideration by the 54-member voting panel
which will convenein October to determine the Class of
2012.

To not include their names on the list of thisyear’s
nomineesis misguided. Worse, it makes everyone
associated with the sport as awholelook ill-informed.
Although | understand it’s not an easy process weeding
through who should make the cut and who shouldn’t, the
method from picking the nomineesto selecting the Hall of
Fame inductees, has sadly turned from honoring those who
deserve the selection and/or nomination, to criticizing the
continued errorsin judgment when it relates to anything to
dowiththe NASCAR Hall of Fame. Instead of reflecting
and paying homage to those who have earned it through
their dedication, sacrifice and hard work.

Too often though, it seems as if these things have
continually gotten lost in the sea of controversy the
NASCAR Hall of Fame has endlessly and needlessly
created.
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Going in
Circles

By CharlieSpry

Back to the beginning of April, werealized that we had a
chance to attend alocal short track race during the very
first weekend of the month of April, whichisararity in
these parts. So, on April 2, wetook in the opener for the
Deery Brothers Summer Serieslate models at the Dubuque
Fairgrounds Speedway, in Dubuque, lowa.

A surprisingly pleasant evening greeted us, asdid 43 late
modelsin the pits, along with a smattering of stock cars
and sport compacts. Brian Harristook thelead early from
Tom Darbyshire and held off acharging Andy Eckrichto
takethewin. Eckrich had worked hisway up to the front
from quite awaysback inthefield. Darbyshiretook third
followed by Tyler Bruening. I’vebeenimpressed with
Bruening every timel have seen him.

Shop Now & Save al
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PAYIMENITES]
ASIE@WIASESTO
AIMONTIHAWITH]
\CREDITFPICAN!

il

For more information about RTG Credit
nlease see RaceTeamGear.com for details.

The stock cars seemed ready to destruct each other, as
multiple cautions and afew boos from the crowd finally
saw Terry Rittmer take the win in the marathon event.
Timmy Current and Rob Henry followed.

The four cylinder sport compacts had what was arguably
the most exciting feature of the night. Several drivers
appeared to take issue with one another, but at the end it
was Bryce Garnhart taking the win over closing John Flury.
However, post race inspection gave the win to Flury
anyhow, as Garnhart had an illegal part on hisride.

Wheat really surprised me wasthe crowd, or lack of it.
Whileit certainly wasn't aterrible crowd count, there were
not near as many people attending than | would have
thought. A good series, a good track, talented drivers, and
reasonable admission prices. Oh, and good weather! What
more could you ask for?

Saturday, April 16th brought us a not-so-comfortable day,
with cold temps, wind, rain, and snow. However, Matt
Rowewasready to run his1SS (Impact Survival

Series) enduro event at the Columbus 151 Speedway. It
was snowing steadily when we pulled in the gate, and
continued on for close to half the race, finally stopping and
alowing for the track to dry asthe carsracing dried the
track in the process. | don't recall too many racesthat |
have attended in the snow!

These enduros are a bit different from some, as disabled

carsare left on the track as obstacles. Drivers are removed
and the cars sit where they lie. This show did not have too
many obstacles, as the field seemed pretty strong and able

to keep pace. Gary Stark seemed to have thefield covered,
although ChrisFifarek definitely gave himarunfor the
money. Theracewas marred by ajolting wreck just before
the half-way period. Gerald Bowershad hiscar stall onthe
backstretch, with another car not realizing this and plowing
into the back of his stalled car. Theimpact was strong, as|
noticed the driver being thrust forward upon contact, and
when you can see that from across the track, you know that
itisahard hit. Bowerswasairlifted viathe UW helicopter
to UW Madison hospital. Word was that he was released
shortly, so that isarelief!

Steve Privett talked with mebriefly afterward. Steve
dropped out of therace very early, and told me “1 was
wearing afull face helmet, and the face shield just fogged
uponme. | couldn’t seeathing. | got some complaints
about giving up, but | haveto be ableto see. Thereis
always another race.” Steveisnever at alossfor words,
and isagreat interview, as he aways has some funny
anecdotes. | fully agree. Y ou cannot raceif you can't see

properly!

Josh Klopotek made the long haul from the Stevens Point
area, dropping out near the half-way point. Josh said that
initially he had way too much air pressurein thetires and
had to pit to adjust. Then, after returning and running
strong for awhile, his brakes went out and he decided to
call itaday.

We will now be getting into the part of the season where
most trackswill begin operating their weekly shows.
Hopefully, theweather will cooperatewithall.
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski

With winter grudgingly departing it was great to see atrack
beat the weather here Saturday night as La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway, West Salem, WI., opened its 2011
season with afull date of racing.

Tough times and economy be damned as an excellent four
division field pushing 80 was on hand to do battle in front
of an anxiousto see someracing crowd of nearly 2,000.
When all was said and done it was afamiliar facein victory
lane after the top billed event of the night, the NASCAR
Late Model Feature, as Steve Carlson got off to aquick
start taking the main.

Although a perennial winner graced victory circle the night
was not without plenty of action, excitement and drama.
After an early caution period took out contenders Mike
Carlson, Tony Bagstad and Adam Degenhardt, Carlson as
usual, took the opportunity to move up from 12" in the field
viathe outside on the double file restart to near the front of
the pack. Shortly thereafter he wasin front never to be
headed. Todd Korish fought gamely but was never able to
pose areal threat and wound up 2™ at the finish. He was
followed by NASCAR LateModel RookieNick Clements,
Matt Henderson and defending LM champion Shawn Pfaff,
or maybe not. In post race tech inspection Clements was
found in violation of the ride height rule and disqualified
which moved everyone up a spot. That put J. Herbst in 5
with Skylar Holzhausen, Bill Niles, Harley Jankowski, Cole
Scholze and Jerimy Wagner following. The Herbst finish
was noteworthy in that he had to come from the back of the
pack twice having been involved in on track incidents.
Holzhausen was forced to do the same on one occasion but
still moved through thefield to finish 6™. Brent Kirchner
who is expected to contend for thetitle this year wasn't so
lucky as hewasinvolved in an early caution which meant
he had to restart the race at the rear. He decided he didn’t
want to start in that position and wouldn’t go there at
which point he was black flagged. Not heeding that
warning he was consequently disqualified! Did we say
action and drama here tonight!

It appeared after watching the NASCAR Late Model
Feature and all its carnage the Sportsmen Division drivers
decided to take a bit more cautious approach for their 15 lap
main. Brothers Gilster were the show, battling each other

15-year-old Michael Sauter, son of Jay, made his debut in the NASCAR Late Model
Division at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway.

much of the way before Jimmy was able to eke out aclose
winover Daninarelatively incident freerace.

Another familiar facewasinvictory laneinthe
Thunderstox division as Adam Moore captured the 15 lap
headline event. The new Outlawz division made its debut
with John Olson taking the top attraction.

All the aforementioned with a bunch of fun added, best
describes the opening night of racing at La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway. Now if Mother Naturewill only
cooperate and let us move into Spring-like weather we
know thereis more of the sameto come.

Race night notes...Michael Sauter son of Jay made his
debut racing aNASCAR Late Model heretonight. At just
15 years of age, Sauter already hasafair amount of
experience racing. According to Dad, they began hisracing
in Karting. “Weraced locally for acouple years before
competing with the IKF. Having done very well with that it
was decided to get into car racing. We thought about
starting out in one of the lower divisions of racing, but it
seems you can develop alot of bad habits doing that, so
we decided to get right into

theNASCAR Late Model

Sunday. Seen running next to the wall between turns three
and four during hot laps track workers helped the animal to
freedom...for now anyway... The gopher however was not
so lucky thisweek asthe J. Herbst machine made short
work of him...The cars of Mike Carlson and Tony Bagstad
suffered by far the most damage after the evenings racing
with both needing to be hauled away via Flatbed
trucks...Quote of the column thistime around comes from
Skylar Holzhausen who will be racing on anear regular
basisin ateam car to J. Herbst at thetrack in 2011. “J. hasa
good feel for hisrace car. Our stylesarerea close which
helps us in setting up the cars. | think we' ve got something
here.” Both carsand drivers were extremely fast but being
in the right place at the wrong time hurt both their
performances...Here and there... Things should start
heating up in arearacing as anumber of dirt tracks
including weather plagued Mississippi Thunder Speedway
of Fountain City, WI., and Deer Creek Speedway, of
Racing, MN., are set to get rolling by the time you read this.
The ASA Midwest Tour will also get their season started at
Madison International Speedway of Oregon, WI., April 30
and May 1%...

Division. We first thought of
racing two cars out herein the

Dale's Picture from the past

divisionwith medriving the
other car but it just seemed
likeit would betoo much
work. Plus| wanted to help
my son get started and
heading in the right
direction.” With Chad Wehrs
providing the equipment, the
team did just that with
Michael, after an earlier spin,
battling back to place 12" in
the feature event. With the
Sauter bloodline you have to
believe the kid has got a
futureinracing...Onerabbit
was very lucky Saturday and

Jay Sauter, who has had a pretty fair racing
career of hisown in hiscar, vintage 1983.

probably did makeit to Easter
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Publishers Note from page 3

Wisconsin on this particular weekend, the remainder of the
three-day show was canceled due to wet and unseasonably
cold conditions.

Also spotted at Elko was Tom Neshitt. | saw Tommy as|
was |leaving to head home for the evening. It turns out Tom
was on hand with the whole family to watch his grandson
(Keith Koski) race his Pure Stock. Keith would go onto
pick up the main event over heat race winner Krysta
Swearingen. Wewere unableto confirmif Neshitt actually
asked to have Champions renamed Neshitts in recognition
of hissuccessful career inracing. Other winnersfor this
evening included; Dave Maas picking up the Super Stock
win, Mike Janswon the Street Stock feature and Dan
Wheeler picked up the Midwest Mod win.

My second race of the year was aroad trip with my dad to
LaCrosse. Despite receiving eight inches of snow earlier in
the week, the LaCrosse opener went off as scheduled. It's
always atreat to new see paint jobs and new cars at the
beginning of the year, but something else really caught my
attention on this night, the lights. Wow, is the back-stretch
well-lit now. Other notable events werethe Late M odel
debuts of Michael Sauter and Nick Clements. Sauter ran
smooth and steady all night, but had alate race spin take a
way atop-ten finish. Clements moved up from the
Sportman division and used the double-file restart to run
side-by-side with “The King of The Short Tracks” before
settling into third. Clements strong run will not show in the
final results for the night, as post race technical inspection
found the car too low. Look for afull recap from LaCrosse
later in thisissue.

Andfindly............

One of our new itemsfor thisyear will be afeature section
titled Where are they now? Our intent with these storiesis
to feature individuals who have worked or raced in the past
at one of our local short tracks, and moved on to the upper-
levelsof racing. Thefirst installment featuresformer
LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway racer Sam Anderson. Sam
made the move to North Carolinaabout six yearsago and is
featured in thisissue. If you know of somebody who
worked at alocal short track and is now working for one of
the“Big League” teams that you would like to see featured
in these pages, feel free to drop us a note.

\ |
PRIZE MONEY PAY-OUT —
PLUS TNCREASE THE
AMOUNT IN OUR POINT - 5 HOLDING Som
FUND FOR ZACH CLASS....

—

==

DRIVER HuH?

952-445-2257

ALL-AMERICAN
SERIES -

Destruction on May 20 1

First Friday Night

Sunday, May 8
NASCAR Event* Season Opener. Happy Mother’s
Day! 6:00pm

Sunday, May 15

NASCAR Event* Area Businesses Employee
Appreciation Night plus Kids Paint School Buses
6:00pm

Upcoming events

Friday, May 20

Friday Night Destruction - “Justice Brothers Night
at the Races” presents Figure 8'’s, Flagpole Race,
Mini Stocks, Flyers, Legends, Bandeleros &
DukesJump!  7:30pm

Sunday, May 22
NASCAR Event* RaceCar Sponsor Appreciation
Night!  6:00pm

Sunday, May 29

NASCAR Event* Plus ASA Midwest Sportsman Tour,
Shakopee 50, Legends, Bandeleros (LM OFF) Military
Appreciation Night 6:00pm

Monday, May 30

THUNDER N LIGHTNING SERIES presented by
Monster Energy (4&8) Spectator Drags & Oval School
Bus Race 3:00pm

Www.goracewayparx.com
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Sam Anderson

Melrose, WI

How did you get your start in racing?
Melrose was areal small town, and there were always guysin town that raced. My dad had a car deal ership in town which kept me around cars, and | was always real
interested in racing. When | was 14 or 15 yearsold | started going in the pits with some of the guys. That just led to getting a car myself and racing.

What was your favorite moment from racing at LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway?

WEell, | haveto think about that. | have afew of them. Probably the first Late Model win in 2004 was the most challenging thing that we had accomplished. | ended up
moving into aLate Model in 2004 after running five yearsin the Sportsman class. We never thought we would be as competitive as we were, but we were ableto get a
win. That was probably the best moment we had.

Did you race at any other tracksin the Midwest?
Mainly at LaCrosse, for thefirst 5 years. When we started racing Late Models, we raced alittle bit at Golden Sands and ran afew times at Wisconsin Dells. At the end of
theyear, wewould run all of the specialslike Marshfield and Rockford.

When did you realize you wanted to have a career in NASCAR?
| guess almost from day one. It’'s something that | was alwaysinterested in. Like | said, people around town were racing and watching it on TV made me think it would
always be fun. | aways knew someday |’ m actually going to move to Charlotte and pursueit. When the day came, we decided to pack all of our stuff and move down.

What steps did you take to get into the upper levels of NASCAR?

| had asmall connection with Travis Sauter’ sdad Tim Sauter. | knew Travisfairly well, and his
dad was running the Busch series at the time and handed me afew leads on jobs. | interviewed
with Matt Hill Motorsports at the time. When this team disbanded, they hooked me up with a
job at a company called Nitro Manufacturing building the big pit boxes you see on pit road
today. We did that for afew months, while continuing to hand out our résumé to race shops.
We got acall from Roush one day, had an interview, got the job and I’ ve been here ever since.

What are you job duties?

| work inwhat is called the Finish Fab department. | started out building all of the exhaust
systems for the Nationwide cars. | did that for afew years and then had the opportunity to
install the driver seats and safety equipment. A couple of years ago, | moved over to the Sprint
Cup shop and install the rear and side windows. We work on all the Roush carsin this
department as well as the stuff for Richard Petty M otorsports and the Woods 21 car. We built h
the car that won the 500 this year. That was pretty special too. Anderson family photo collection =

Any tips for othersaspiring to have a job in the “ Big League” ?

Y ou just have to go down on awhim and go for it. You can’t ever let anyone tell you that you can’t do it. Right now, with theway the economy is, it'salot trickier. | still
say to this day that | was lucky with the timing of when we came down. If it’s something you really, really want to do, you just haveto go for it. If it's meant to be, you're
going to get your chance.




Defending Elko Power Stock champion Rob Schnichels gettin' dirty
Mart DeFries photo

Blg -8 Late Model action on the high-banks of Rockford
Doug Hornickel photo

Defending NASCAR state champion Pat Doar will run with the WoO in 2011
Shawn Swanstrom photo

Dillon Sellner moves up to the Thunder Car classat Elko Speedway
Martin DeFries photo

Rockford Speedway Sportsman action
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

The Gilsters ran one-two at LaCrosse Fai rgrounds Speedway
Bruce Nuttleman photo
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Roadrunner winner Alex Papini Thunderstox winner Adam Moorein victory lane
Jimmy Ambruoso photo Bruce Nuttleman photo

Andy Jones hot-lapping his new Sprint Car at Cedar L ake Speedway
Vince Peterson photo
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Clayton Wagamon and Dan Wheeler - Modified winners at Elko
Martin DeFries photo
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Elko Big-8 Late Model driver Dylan Moore Bill Prietzel and James Swan in Mid Am action
Martin DeFries photo Mark Melchiorio photo
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The Inside Dirt from page 4

there. To add further to my weekday
racing woes the budget lot where |
usually park has been commandeered
to house construction equipment
whilethe new Lafayette bridgeis
being built forcing me to use higher
priced rampswhen I’ m not busing.
Forest Lakeresidentswill befacing
some additional challenges as the
Broadway bridge (the main Forest
Lakeexit) will beclosedfor theentire
summer along with reconstruction of
most of Broadway from the freeway to
Lake Street. Week night racing will
require careful planning and some
luck getting through the gridiock both
at work and in my neighborhood. I'm
sure that many of you are facing the
same type of obstacle course on your
preferred routes regardless of where
you live and work so | share your
pain inthat regard.

After Cedar Lakecanceled on April 23
| still had two possible optionsin
Ogilvieand RiceLake. Instead, |
decided to attend an acoustic show in
downtown Minneapolis. It'sbeen a
while since I’ ve helped out asa
roadie but | found it to be a pleasant
change of pace.

I'll leaveyouwith afew of my
favorite shots from seasons past
including onetaken by former MRC
photographer Mark Strausser. Along
with the photos and observations I’'m

Pat Doar posed for this portrait at Cedar Lakein
2008 but recently announced his intent to race
with the World of Outlaws Late Model series.
After an appearance at Thurday night practice
rumors were circulating that Pat would be on
hand for the regular season opener.
Unfortunately the weather won out on April 23
and no racing took place as aresult.

Stan Meissner photo

sending my wishes for more favorable weather in the coming weeks. |If the weather
cooperates | will be attending the UM SS shows at Cedar Lake on April 30 and
Ogilvieon May 7. I'm keeping my fingers crossed that I'll seeyou at the races!

Lance Matthees (right) no longer races at
Cedar Lake on aregular basis but when
Deer Creek canceled on April 23 Lance

decided to head to Cedar Lake. If the

weather had allowed Cedar to get their
opener in there would have been a stout
field of Late Models on hand. This shot

| | shows Matthees lifting hisleft front wheel

at Cedar Lakein2005.

Natalie Sather (left) of Fargo North Dakota
isan example of adriver that did not stay
in Sprints very long before trying other
typesof racing. Sather is currently racing

|| with the NASCAR All American Seriesout

of Huntsville, North Carolina. Inaddition

to her racing activities Natalie competed in
the 2006 Miss North Dakota pageant
where she was the second runner up.

] Unlike Dave Blaney who did not begin his

NASCAR career until hewasin hismid
30’ s Sather made the switch at ayoung
age. Thisshot wastaken on April 12,
2003, proving that April racing is possible
in spite of our miserable spring weather.

Stan Meissner photos

FUN EVENTS FOR ALL
THIS RACING SEASON!

3 -La're Models ° Sportsmen . Thundersiox

* Hornets * Outlawz « Novelty Races

Plus on selected nights: Trailer Races

* Monster Trucks » Roll Over Contests
* T-Bone Crashes and More!

STREETIIRAGS

Street Drags - Race your own vehicle
on the second Friday of the Month
www.streetdragslax.com

STARRING:
ASA Midwest Tour Super Late Models
* Big-8 Late Models
* “Dick Trickle 99" Super Late Models
The Futures Super Late Models

RACE WEEKEND * AND MANY MORE!
OCTOBER 6 7 8 9 201 1 Over 15 different divisions.. JOIN US IN THE FUN!

N4985 Cty Rd M « West Salem, WI 54669
608.786.1525
[-90 Exit 12 - Located at intersection of
Hwy 16 & Cty Rd M

Coming in the next issue of

(I HEMTDWEST
[RACUNGCONNECTION
NASCAR Season opening
events from Cedar Lake, Elko
S and Raceway Park y
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Carlson Takes Opening Night at LaCrosse Speedway

By: Ashley |wanski

Sparkswereflying at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway
Saturday for the opening night of the 2011 season. Steve
Carlson dodged wrecks | eft and right to make hisway to
thefront of thefield towinthe Kwik Trip NASCAR Late
Model division feature.

Threelapsinto the feature Jeff Baker, Brent Kirchner and
Bill Nileswere running one, two and three. Then asthe
three exited turn three, they got three-wide and Baker went
spinning to the top of the track collecting Tony Bagstad,
Mike Carlson, J. Herbst and Adam Degenhardt.

Under caution Kirchner was sent to the rear of thefield
while Steve Carlson moved to the lead in front of Todd
Korish. On lap eight, rookie of the year contender Nick
Clements moved into thefifth position and started to work
hisway forward as |eaders caught lap traffic.

With ten laps to go Cole Scholze spun in turn two bringing
out a caution and adouble file restart. Carlson took the
insidelinefollowed by Korish and Shawn Pfaff. Clements
was thefirst driver to pick the outside line and restarted
side by side with Carlson. Clements was able to hold onto
second for seven more laps and one more caution. But, he
couldn’t hold off Korish any longer and fell to third where
hefinished threelapslater. Clementswaslater disqualified
for ride height being too low. Korish took the second
followed by Matthew Henderson and Shawn Pfaff.

Jimmy Gilster and hisbrother Dan Gil ster
finished one and two in the North Country
Contractors Sportsmenfeature. immy Gil ster
started the race in the twelfth position, one
spot ahead of Dan Gilster. The pair worked
their way to the front of the field and with four
laps to go Rob Mason spun out on the front
stretch. From there it was afour lap shoot out
to thefinish. The Gilster brothers battled it out
until the checkered flag waved and Jimmy
Gilster came out on top.

Brad Warthan won the Second Over the Line
Novelty event by finishing second. He and
Jake Krueger put on the brakes to see who
could hold off crossing thefinish linefirst.
Later, in the United Auto Supply Thunderstox
feature Warthan again finished second, but it
was Andy Moore who took the win. Warthan
was running second behind Andy Moore with
one lap to go when cars started spinning in
turn four. Warthan got caught up in the mess,
but restarted third. He then jumped to the
outside of Moore when the green flag waved
for the last lap, but Warthan wasn't able to get
abig enough run to get around race winner
Moore.

Mary Schill photos
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RACE FUELS

Methanol alse available!

TrackTek

RACING FUELS

Distributed Worldwide By

S VLS ON=S

RACE FUELS

Red Wing, Minnesota

Methanol alse available!

CALL TODAY 1-800-631-9666
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Rubeck Rolls to Victory Lane in Rockford’s 64th Opener
By Jordan Kuehne

Someone needs to let Steve Rubeck know that it's only
April. The talented hotshoe was in midseason form tonight
during the Rockford Speedway’s historic 64th season
opener, raining on hisfellow competitors parade en route
to adominant opening night victory in the 30-lap Stanley
Steemer NASCAR Late Modelsmain event.

Flashing the speed that won him fast qualifier honors
during last weekend’ s Spring Classic Big 8 Series event,
Rubeck took control from the outset of the feature with a
lap three pass of Brian Johnson Jr, never looking back on
the way to thewinner’scircle. In other action, young 15-
year-old Austin Nason held off alate race charge from
several contenders to grab the Bargain Hunter Sportsman
trophy while BJ Sparkman showcased his veteran guile to
snag the Budweiser American Short Trackers' headliner.
Alex Papini and Howie Ware saved the best for last,
closing out afast-paced evening with a slam bang door-to-
door finishin the 20-lap Mtn Dew RoadRunners and
leaving fansroaring their approval after Papini prevailed by
ayard.

Brian Johnson Jr. jJumped to the front of a17-car field to
start of f the 2011 Stanley Steemer NASCAR Late Models
season in exciting fashion, leading the opening two laps of
the 30-lap main event beforefalling victim to Steve
Rubeck’ srocketship.

Rubeck swiftly extended hislead to five car lengthswhile
the action picked up in the back of the pack as Jon
Reynolds Jr. and Ryan Carlson went door-to-door for
fourth. Carlson took the position after afive-lap duel ad
didn’'t wait long to challenge for a podium spot, diving to
the bottom of the racing surface and pushing past Wayne
Freimund for third asthe halfway mark came and went.

Reynolds Jr. followed thetrail that Carlson blazed and
grabbed fourth with little effort as Freimund dropped to the
fringes of thetop five.

There was no challenging for the win on this night though;
running away from thefield out front, ‘ The Mayor of
Monroe Center’ commenced hiscampaign for ‘ Best Driver’
on the 2011 Late Model ballot in convincing fashion,
cruising through a caution-free 30 lapsto collect a
dominating featurevictory.

“We weren’'t gonna come here but afew people told us we
had to come here,” Rubeck offered. “The boss Carol

JimAW™&mbruoso photo

decided we were gonna come. Unfinished business from
last week (where Rubeck finished second in the Spring
Classic) basically. Thiscar isjust awesome on the bottom
and I’ m gonna go where they’ re not on the bottom.”

After Brian Johnson Jr. was disqualified during post-race
tech inspection for a non-conforming part, Ryan Carlson
inherited asecond placefinishwhile Driver X’, Jon
Reynolds Jr, moved up to third. Wayne Freimund
jumpstarted his season with a solid fourth and Kyle Shear
had another strong effort to finish fifth.

Earlierintheevening, defending Stanley Steemer NASCAR
Late Modelschampion Tim Sargent set fast timewith a
blazing lap of 13.864 secondsto grab the early lead in the
new season-long qualifying competition, the Nason's
Landscaping ‘ Fastest Bullet” Award. That wasthe
highlight of the evening for Sargent
though, as the Rockton driver slapped
thewall in aheat race and suffered a
disappointing 15th-placefinish. Two-
timeLateM odelschampion Jerry Gille
also struggled on opening night after a
scary incident in qualifying left the
veteran behind the eight-ball the rest of
thenight; Gillerallied to aninth-place
effort in the feature.

When the green flag waved on a new
season for the Budweiser American
Short Trackers, former rookie of the
year Scott Hoeft held the top spot in
the 25-lap main event. An 18-car field

. r --_"-\—
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

had to worry about the lapped traffic. Certainly feels good
to get that first win out of the way on opening night after
waiting until midseason last year.”

Hoeft earned arunner-up finish as Letsinger landed in
third. Nick CinaJr. and George Sparkman finished infourth
and fifth respectively wrapping up the top five.

The 2011 Bargain Hunter Sportsman season got off to a
quick start as young gun Austin Nason zoomed to the
front when the green flag waved on the 20-l1ap headliner.

Defending champion Matt Berger quickly picked off three
carsto maneuver into the bridesmaid’ s position as 2010

Mtn Dew RoadRunner champ Robert Roush dropped from
his front row starting spot to fifth in the opening two laps.

followed Hoeft’ slead asfast qualifier
BJSparkman madehismoveearly,
surging into the top three before grabbing second from
Nick Letsinger with just eight lapsin the books.

With histeammatein sight, BJ Sparkman used the bottom
line to track down Hoeft and went door-to-door with the
|eader, snagging the top spot with 12 circuits remaining.

Hoeft quickly cameunder firefrom L etsinger and Nick Cina
Jr. asathree-way duel for the second spot emerged with
the laps clicking off at arapid pace. Letsinger continued to
feel hisway around the asphalt searching for aline around
Hoeft, finally pulling even with three laps | eft as the front
pack worked around lapped traffic.

With thewhiteflag intheair, Letsinger’ sback end came
out from underneath him and his
run for second ended as the
wheelman deftly kept hiscar off
the frontstretch wall and out of
harm’ sway.

Neither Letsinger or CinaJr.
offered up much of achallenge
to BJ Sparkman asthelong-time
contender bounced back from a
rough 2010 campaignwitha
quick start to the new year.
Sparkman found victory lane on
opening night to aid his quest
for afourth Budweiser American
Short Trackerstitle.

“We had a good car from the
drop of the green flag,” the
venerable veteran admitted. “ It

got around there smooth and |

Berger utilized hisexperienceto work over the 15-year-old
leader, harassing Nason and searching for traction on the
bottom of the high-banked oval. While Nason and Berger
duked it out up front, Justin Sellers and Matt Lundberg
joined the fray and made it afour-way battle for the top
spot.

Lundberg dlipped up on the bottom line as Berger fell into
the clutches of Sellers’ run on the high line, surrendering
second after atense battle for the position. With a three-
way battle taking place behind him, Austin Nason eased
hisway to atwo-car length margin and held on for a
caution-free opening win and the early advantage in the
standings.

“1 wannathank Berger for racing me clean tonight,” Nason
acknowledged afterwards. “ The car was tight and | had to
chop it abit in the cornersto keep it straight. We've
prepared all winter for thisand we built the car from the
ground up. We're definitely looking forward to a strong
season this year.”

Sellers dlipped into second while Lundberg landed third on
the last lap, pushing past Berger and grabbing the spot in
the midst of the dash to the checkers. Roush managed a
top-five to begin his Sportsman career.

Alex Papini rolled to an early lead while Gene Marocco
settled into the bridesmaid’ s position of the first 20-1ap Mtn
Dew RoadRunners' feature of the 2011 season.

Jeff Allendorf and Arlen Roush wasted no time going at it
for a podium spot, bumping and banging for third place

continued on page 16
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Big 8 and Mid

American Stock Car
Series Highlights from
Rockford Speedway

Rockford Speedway opened their
season with the running of the 34th
Annual Spring Classic. Bill Prietzel held
off alast-lap charge by James Swan to
wintheMid American Stock Car Series
race, with Dale Nottestad picking up
the win in the headline event for the
Big-8LateModels.

Photos by Jimmy Ambruoso

continued from page 15
before Allendorf grabbed the position by a nose.

Papini quickly came upon lapped traffic and was
negotiating hisway through the 23-car field when the first
caution of the year flew for a solo trip through the spin
cycle by Josh DiGiovanni with six lapsin the books.

On the restart, Roush moved up to third while Terry Ciano
Jr. negotiated hisway into fourth. Papini built up a cushion
out front while Howie Ware blew past Allendorf and Ciano
Jr. to continue his charge through the field.

The leader ran into trouble while passing alapped car with
fivelaps remaining, slowing him up as Ware dodged cars
and dove to the bottom of Marocco for second. After
Papini’ sslip up, Ware began to reel himin, slicing the
deficit to a car length with two lapsleft. Ware dropped to
the bottom and got alongside Papini for the lead with the
whiteflagintheair.

Papini briefly edged out to a car length advantage down
the backstretch before Ware closed the gap. Coming to the
checkers, Papini managed to get arun off of turn four that
propelled him to victory by amerethree feet.

“This car was so fast tonight,” Papini stated. “We had a
broken axel, motor problems, the enginewouldn’t go, all in
the last two weeks. We were up late last night putting tires
on it and fixing the suspension to get this thing put
together and | have to thank all my sponsors and my crew
for helping mefind victory lanetonight.”

Ware's mad dash netted him a second while Marocco took
third. Terrance Robinson finished fourth as Allendorf
closed out the top five.

Inthe opening Sam'’ s Drive-In RoadRunner Challenge of
the year, Adam Cartwright and hisfriendly fan survived the
Fan/Driver Egg Toss with a successful 70-foot tossto claim
the win sans car.

Jason Van Hiselost control of hisegg after having it in his
grasp forcing the former RoadRunner Challengetitlist to

settle for a hard fought second to commence his year.

Non-Winged Sprints Return

to the Midwest

Over the winter months, the
Upper Midwest Sprint Car
Series (UM SS) announced

the formation of non-
winged division titled the
Traditiona Sprint Car
Series. Several meetings
were held leading up to the
2011 season, with events
scheduled at ten different
tracksfor their inaugural
season. The new serieswill
runin conjunction with the
UM SSwinged Sprint cars
at many of their shows,
giving open wheel fans an
opportunity to see two
different types of Sprint
Carsin the same show.
Picturedinthe95isKevin
“Rocket Man” Bradwell
and the 1 is Jeff “Race
Doc” Pellersels.

Vince Peterson photos
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Joe Shear Glassic Review/Preview

~

The second annual Joe Shear Classic held last year at debut of double-file restarts. Thisis asure-fire way to generate side-

Madison International Speedway featured all of the by-side racing. The second item will be the quantity and quality of
excitement a short track could ask for. The event also cars. With the show at MIS being the first event of the year for all
featured the debut of two new touring divisions three series, alarge field of cars should be hand on in hopes of having
(Sportsman and Truck series) from the ASA agood run towards the 2011 championship in each of the three

sanctioning body. Steve Carlson istypically known for ~ touring series.
saving his equipment and waiting until the closing

stages of the race to make his move. An Joe Shear Classic Winners:
uncharacteristic qualifying run had Carlson starting 2009 —Nathan Haseleu

near the front of the field, due to the ASA Midwest 2010-SteveCarlson

Tour inversion. Carlson took thelead early (lap 29) 2011-77?

from IllianaSpeedway track champion Jeff Cannon.
Rookie sensation Ross Kenseth stepped up to the
challenge and made Carlson work for thewin, with
Cannon holding on for third. The new touring series
saw Jerry Wood (Trucks) and Bobby Wilberg
(Sportsman) pick up theinaugural winsfor their
touring series.

2010 Joe Shear Classicwinner - Steve Carlson DUTDDOR
Bruce Nuttleman photo = SRR

Thisyear’ sevent will follow the same format asthe
2010 event, with all three touring series holding the
opening shows during the Joe Shear Classic. What can
we expect thisyear? Two items come to mind for us.
Thefirstitem wearelooking forward to most isthe

2009 Joe Shear Classic
winner -NathanHaseleu

Doug Hornickel photo

ASA Midwest Tour Sportsman seriesdebut, witheventual g:&

winner Bobby Wilbergand Jay K albusonthefrontrow. |

Scott" Chico" Reidner and 2010champion Chris
"Cruiser" Marekinthesecondrow.

Bruce Nuttleman photo
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The Midwest Racing Connection Directory Page

DANIEL
NAVRESTAD

La Crosse, WI

Tel: 608.781.3929

JORGENVSON

Race Parts — Service

952-061-23200

Qv?:i, > . ',x
‘." ' ( /| . N
' TOWING
20152 Kenrick Ave. West
Lakeville, MN 55044

Phone (952) 469 - 3182 * Fax (952) 469 - 7724

Mo

e
R .

RE RACING t ot

STATE BANK
or FARIBAULT

Member FEIIL

Turtle'’s

BAR & GRILL

Cometo Krome's;
where it’'s happy
hour all day,

every day
West Salem, WI.

163 Leonard Street South
608-786-3323

HarM ALKEN

=

Prone 952-440-6600

ATRA Member

Prior Lake Transmission
and Auto Service

16783 TorRONTD AVENUE SE
PrioR Lake, MM 55372

-
F Auld | A
SALES FART! SERVICE STORAGE
TEIWAZ[e2 727 S5l 512525
ETIT"E[-W.'.?TET" _H‘P'T'ﬂ-iﬂ'_ﬂ'n':f{
Magie Cibmue, MH 55311 i g RO
LN W N immiyers com y,

Joel Hughes — Owner
Mark Kaufenberg — Owner

A Repair Garage, Ltd.

Speciallzing In General Repalr and Diagnostics

13

—

7

G0 Hastings Ave. “Rear”

\?.
Mewport, MM 55055 w
£

Phone: 651-768-0523

www.aRaceWorthWinning.org

Appleton, WI
920-739-1550

Hoosier

RACING TIRE
"TIRES DESIGNED FOR CHAMPIONS"
Kart and Quarter Midget tire distributor

Bob Snyder
651-455-8589

Follow us on facebook. Just search for

facebook

The Midwest Racing Connection
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THE MIDWEST'S SHORT TRACK AUTO RACING AUTHORITY

Get your copy of MRC delivered to your home.
Yearly subscriptons just $20.

Mail this form with check or money order to;
The Midwest Racing Connection
P.O. Box 22111
St. Paul, MN 55122

Name:

AIRPORT SERVICE - CALL 24 HOURS Address:
*Time Calls - Appointments State:

Zip Code:

DISCOUNT TAXI

FOR TRANSPORTATION
Toll Free 1-888-240-8294

612-723-5500

www.discounttaxiracing.com

V

( ol |

THE MIDWEST'S SHORT TRACK AUTO RACING AUTHORITY

“There’s no best thing
about camp, because it’s
paradise.”

Victory Junction is a year-round,
medical camp where children
with chronic medical conditions can
just be kids and have fun.

The camp provides kids a place where
they can connect with others who are
“like them,”
and participate in experiences they
never dreamed possible.

Your Donations- Paradise for Kids

2" VICTORY
JUNCTION

For more information, visit us at
www. viclorviunction.ore or contact Brooke
Hondros at 704-896-3338
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PIRTEK fluid transfer solutions for automotive, marine,

off-road and custom applications work to your Racing Communities Since 1996!
advantage and your budget. Get the right part the first
time. No more leaks or endless trips to the parts store.
No More Headaches!

Big track, or small track;
we have it dll.

Check out each issue
in print or on-line
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